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<TiJ(b  StjJOjjOltenZlsb 

2.!Oirtn:oaj. 


arooiteg^o  ms(tmnldysi&3aa.aToo. 


.-Cbsisnsipsg)  Q!cU3nra8oj<^33io| 


oil.-  mwmgp 


The  nature  o£  tlie  grant  as  described  in  the  Neefc  ia  “Amibhogam”. 
common  in  this  country,  by  which,  the  grantee  is  entitled  to  enjoy  the  grant 
certain  perquisites  to  the  grantor,  the  object  of  such  perquisites  being  to 
.grantor  has  not  parted  with  all  bis  rights  on  the  property  granted.  “Whe; 
-entirely  alienated.’ 5  says  Mr.  Pacheappa  Naicker  in.  his  memo,  “as  in  a  gift 
wording  of  the  deed  will  be  quite  different  and  no  Rajabbhogam  of  anj 
.retained.  In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  Neet  says  that  out  of  the  t 
fanams  due  from  the  properties  included  in  the  grant,  a  sum  of  10120J  fa 
•to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Kottayam  Seminary  should  be  deducted  .and 
namely  250  fanams,  be  every  year  paid  to  East  Kallada  Pro verthy  .  author 
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receipt  taken.  From  this  it  is  dear  that  the  giant  was  not  an  absolute  one,  but  a  humect 
one  intended  to  provide  a  particular  sum  o£  money  for  a  particular  purpose,  the  feudal- 
retaining  not  only  the  sovereign  right  on  the  grant  as  in  all  cases  of  “Anubhogam  tenure, 
but  also  a  right  to  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  property  itself  over  the  amount  set  apart 
for  the  ciaritv.  Such  being  the  character  of  the  grant  I  fail  to  see  how  the^  grantee 
could  lay  claims  to  accretions  from  the  adjoining  livers  and  backwaters  (paras  6,  &  7 
of  the  memo). 

Tile  points  that  have  now  to  be  decided  by  Government  before  any  further  action 


(1)  IVhat  are  the  boundaries  of  the  tract  known  as  Munro  Island  intended  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Mission  by  the  “  Neet  ”  of  5th  Thy  994  M.  E.  ?  The  late  Survey  Super¬ 
intendent  proposed  an  arbitration  decision  under  the  Boundary  Regulation  which  Govern¬ 
ment  endorsed,  but  nothing  has  been  done  since. 

The  classification  work  done  by  the  settlement  department  shows  that  the  Mis¬ 
sion  sets  up  claim  for  more  land  than  was  conveyed  by  the  “  Neet  ”  (vide  Deputy  Super¬ 
visor’s  report  No.  438  dated  31-9-1076  and  plan  enclosed). 

At  the  time  of  the  grant  there  were  4646  parahs  and  6  J  edangalies  of  paddy- 
fields  and  371  Purayadams  and  7  ridges  with 

Cocoamit  trees  2513 


As  per  classification,  the  tract  contains  in  all  2108  survey  numbers  or  including 
subdivisions  2284  comprising  wetlands,  911  numbers  with  an  area  of  331.21  acres, 
garden  lauds,  1202  numbers  measuring  1194.79  acres  and  porarabokes,  171  numbers  with, 
an  area  of  954.72  acres  containing 

Cocoanut  trees  .28793 

Areca  „  3574  and  .  -  • 

Jack  „  394 


This  shows  an  enormous  increase  of  plantation  since  the  date  of  the  grant  and 
will  considerably  enhance  the  Sirkar  tax,  if  the  answer  to  the  2nd  point  is  that  only  a 
moneti  assignment  was  meant  by  the  “  Sect”. 

(2)  Whether  the  Neet  assigned  a  whole  tract  of  land  or  only  a  certain  money  in¬ 
come  out  of  it  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Mission  Seminary  ? 

(3 )  Whether  the  puduvals  outside  the  tact  after  the  first  point  is  settled  should 
not  be  registered  to  the  Mission,  if  at  ail,  on  ‘  Pandarapattom  ’  ?  If  it  is  found  that  any 
part  of  the  tract  granted  has  been  alienated  to  ryots  by  the  Mission  on  sale  etc.,  it  will 
become  necessary  to  enhance  the  Government  demand  on  it  to  J  of  the  full  pattom  and 
register  the  same  to  the  ryots  concerned. 


I  may  add  for  the  information  of  Government  that  the  Mission  resisted  the  classi¬ 
fication  work  of  the  tract  by  the  department  and  I  have  pointed  out  to  them  in  mv  letter 
No.  72  dated  15th  March  1901  “the  need  that  exists  for  the  immediate  classification', . 
enumeration  of  trees,  block-dividing  work  and  other  preliminary  processes  before  the 
final  settlement  of  the  Island.  I  therefore  request  that  you  wifi  without  any  further 
delay  render  the  necessary  help  to  the  settlement  subordinates  who  are  deputed  for  work 


the  Piunkrathil  over  the  Desora  claimed  by  him  in  the  enquiries  which  that  department, 
■are  now  bolding  in  respect  of  the  properties  of  the  Desom. 

I  have  etc.,: 

(Sd.)  T.  BAJA  RAM  HOW, 

Dewan  Peishkar. 

Jfy  letter  No.  7-17/639  dated  7-7-1904. 

My  SadhanomNo.  1976  dated  6-12-1079. 


CTXTUfi  affiob®. 

nn^tiAmsrBspraig)  cuJIqjalsiatti.i. 
_  -p o  ^oi-aaJsnj  ■-fl.cpas.fl.iMcmo  aciW- 
.coEoiy-ao  aioiio  (tt®c/X£U2iooruo 

ffinj)s«rairtnsi4i()g{) 

eSY^ejjjj’a.ajaisonjA  isaVisnsoodKiagi0  s'rLKgjOib^Ctoe-mmlRib  ejiiorailafl^,  <&«*» 
atilob  nAasnelianrngjo  dj.^aJSaoj^aiOrali  ndl-r»o  ej,u>iA  ->o>=<!J*g>a!(i*ig> 
?tkmf  t  ®3*  l**3>ej84®  ©<n-  «6l  ajoailscijo  ^  O  ajol 

o£”"citoin' u.;as  in  i®sns<a>CBo  <i4as!i3jiaDwl-<n.!y  aJo  (ill  as6a»tfl  cnJejajo  .oofmo  Wsrec 
fhICTOrf«eLmTo-  l -c  n-TSKO  9>a33maro)aj<eb  5  OB'©  32®  COCDLli  &r3Ytr>ro04otgja,DS)o  afc^JtllSo 
US,,  *.  Qj^mdrsb  atcrao  ^nj-mrolaAij!)  Soja^i  (Tasr®!)  a^sayas*. 

Sitoo  (yqjmmlarliab  ^.smasilrab  ««si<3i>oj^  OTl^d^tiKCBnmmoail  «cug> 
stg|  o%o  ansrJirnl^l.klisb  trvAsiatb  raxr>3>l«»  a^cusoua  aOgqagmaaldlaej  e&tsbail.aj:* 
OOTitAerctn*  ®  «ol  ojraodteo  ®Dls»cmrv<»>3jto  eosafco  ojn^dtoOo  oQjgjOo  Askb^as  ®aa3@eu 
rmnli*  ©-dl-asimmam/lio  ^-oihscioj-lool  Aajaiso-ikSbCB-lrtib  ogi-parWcG'.^  aimM^tYry 
aoxiiloQ-l-oti  *>a4tU5 0  5a330.hsu3”!3Knk!b  avoWom  ®  «o)  ajomhsojo  eae^,  saeaJtCo  ms 
«» u<Bor»jg«aj3siei  cruaeoii  ai^wbKntManaonn  a-oltarsmwizooa  aitiUa(5los<t^)a^;natt  '• 
S«>»  ajo^d^Cto  o®^3c  A^jvscm-a.  g_ni<sw3unsmfi\moi£\  troAoDilrabcrilman  ahea^ 
QOSBlaS^ga^iiaioown  jofij)!®!  n®ir,oar»o  ai^^s>a^  as^Co  p5)^!^j)OTfrr).g  jescsswej 
enjeioanJtg!  fejsjwA  &#,**>.  o^n^ii-aa  »j(mla48nj33iil|aa.'0'j(r)a.flb  araraikeM©  m 
sgj’ao  s*  ojjrajmm^o  siaJ^ncodflgjtrtao  aaa^sam.tn  «b  isiaa.ffifflBCr&s')  aaa/a)a<B)=0  ^ 
a.in^As>ateaa(t&  (vuAsioialaai^w  araaiajDCOcsaa.  QjAa.tajr.,  22<g)<e,&lrab  aW  a.rrijc9s> 

gj&l°  as  aco  a.O;j-J!Kw)  siAgtso  oAgUnsyo  (SSacsmrio  6>ju®aj*  s>suqjj)|Ba.®i3t&l=o 
glsafc  ea-iosmuajo  agg.  ntifleMSB-nfi.  enacnso.ieaa.iito^saa®)  a.)*fl^®Aa§e<aa«is®,B.TOw 
la^AOosrs  njlsWo  ailfti  rwlgoowscntn)  flfiamso^ooaraaAs'Osng  a=a  glMsxi'gj)^  <mo:d£to 
®Aglsa*>  asooanwio  *ejo»Yi»ffiAoa._  eejejon^Kg  &‘ra«st>  ®a,«9a  a®s.5§m^,a®s 
euako  njuil^nAO-SdSnsrsfamorw  lara.-rbl^nia  rite^l  mAjogj.iiWnrwsnaajo  hkjoAW 
enskcrAi  arailejtwo  cao)  ogyrra  nTl-aJaiJl-flanm-tGlcr  oirt  snaoilcHfflBi  msnrrinlAscin.a'i  t» 
(svacoxnao  ^araaaarnaaamo  *3=3«ii<ii  aacevaao  a.ansaAnm.i»oaioS  <A)s!a3skJa5)e1  a?, cm 
(BPSjjjfOviSlaj '835)103  mcrga»%.«s  iiiAdXso  an®  adlg.ja|«2oii)61(t6A)W  Asawflaj  a  a;* 
as.oojimajm.aioajc  jca&cii?  !s>a  *  o  aa@  cncojotai  go-wwon*.  <ac»-  03^3^  riL,^ 


ot«i3(iayd.0s  oj.oIscsjuj'I^.  & 
araej.a.o'M  ffsmtn)  % 
oldK-.oiiMjaCn  urawaJIgo  ssn= 

gesinga^la^^po  oeioi  n.'-ri:i:pj;ffi> 


5^1^  stQJDrte^OOffl  < 

82«e>J0$,*>  .TOStcmo  a®«f 


It  is  hereby  i.otifie.1  that  applications  tot  the  icgMi)  as  pmli  val  o£  Poram- 
hokes  as  defined  in  Clause  2,  Section  2,  of  Regulation  II  of  1067  shall  not  hereafter 
■)«  entertained  by  the  Revenue  or  Settlement  officers,  except  in  cases  where  such 
Ponunbokes  have  been  declared  by  Government,  by  a  notification  m  the  Ga/.ette,  to 
tie  no  longer  required  tor  any  public  purposes. 


Hmur  Cutcherry,  I  V.  P.  MADHAVA^  RAO, 

13th  August  1904.  J 

^jfoiicnonjb  aJo<^«^?0gflrr.®itr<w.m)O(iii  ^owo9-a  aeareosttm  ct-oo  ol(£<se'<fHCYf>. 
0.-30  oiAj^lsie.!  ado  ajsmu®ra51(5b  tiiloinljaS oliasom  oul uiirntnleiae.  oJoeomneK,  tnjcejsraOo 
ora-uovJ®  iroAoCtb  syDtgtsntOsO.n  ovujo  \<J0y>  sosigymo  ucojesbaYitinh  orihrno  i/.oeooiob  oj 
OTilaosijjSrTO'toteomeejgjOsi®  (Si®  mmtussBsig.  ojg>a!aio®'l  ocmHy  <fcl|nmirn!araML  sra* 
tsaiDfli  nosSlaang.  ewio^  a.egjat/'.auccsflffloo  2.eaj3(/)(tonriZ!0«i»3  eaeiaa*  oroU 

^.rSlamant  njosIgyurosinMakcra. 


»o»* 1 

roOnsaimcraiajrao,  }. 


octb  oil.  aci.  HJuxnraDuiiih,  ■ 
nd  .  no®,  a. 


on  op)  s=®i.o,a/^iofca 

sinJolSAOg. 

u>oojo-otSD6m  a>cmlaD(ruo  .nia'oo- 
.Pabofcc -aoai^w  sictoo^osuiiSaoiwirQkAoi- 
ffioJlsnme 

«arahfa^?.<tib^Co«aJS  o^fflomomtoeiesBCo  "  nq^aiiab"  ajfflhasomshrm  msojslms Jwnku® 
nng)  naxaftssianreio  a  oo»  a®  e  ,3  cu  no  j  c.  nun  i  ob.  o.  Co  arm/ir  snieody-ji^ 
<’*‘f<0,J!‘9’Co  (roau^itscTnmaaoaiith.aj  Aanas  ecaooetoaje  ailaJoosm 
ayo  cnamtinl  imgpcAaSko  rfW§Aee  a*ag®o  002®“  (waitoOg^ciicft 
which  n  fta»igned  to  the  <noio  «t).e -Oocnigry  ols^ognvoiSiwo  o;nrYii§a&.g>  sStoiotSmo  raracoJaJf 

5.1. . '  U"  oo®1i9a  siooigojoeif  oruoeisBCo  ee.5*  isyoqjooh.y  «3ru(Yujoaj<9» 

sa  moo  ojlidlajo  oSkuajo  oa)!fiinlo*05*»amna[TO  *,^00^^000  01)4 j 
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®aJ5  «^35wra)lfia.  <vWKffiteam&)  .p  o  .pa-ozosns  <9.6ro<fcM>  nffieia.  »jo6rara>)|aa  mug.) 
mioeisaBCo  (n\)d*i3<i>  unol^galAOo)  n®™  dbOsmngjgnfiidfBf*  ocum,  ^eownlcB  a-jffio.!,-* 
oJiti)l4jfflaI3=c93'm(!!il  03  cnf <us)of)s«TO)l  nyjjjliininainufflns  oleg-jogd}*)  airs^csjio  rawiwliob 
crujYy  ain^asiOD  <a,slg5lsu3S>c  ofiamsaMjo  snlg^  eaunujaeDorolsisGoJiotab 

<ij.3i)^«=a,a3,3snrn&i}c»  aoulsisintcmo  afl^a  ucg  imacjATiBausa  a.i§)a.  maauasiafo  avairo 
aaxvt&q^  o31eiaDiaiLDio«51cra  ailtrum.-BlaJioiWni*  G£ja\mi*jQ  (S^ido^I^ICjjooo  esajonu 
Aaooralsis  njraaralaimo  cnsojsl  nflairoblu^ajio  siaj!S8?|aa.isJ<3.3oo  siaialcuadkcna. 

eaaitn)j<9®a*  niroabllcB  on3ffl»3<8®]a£l§9&.  .p  oasj-ozoeni  aostvaaoroo  a^rra-siej 
jnntxroJoCYiciuii  aolglsinboaju  ,p  oatyaao6ns  aaii.a.ifiaa.iruo  a  ama-siej  eys)  omMomcy 
twiocu.TinjTOilsinioayo  aa&®Wxr5lcTOo  iswmjt'mp  ro-oejdM  raiano'ol^aocflte  ^ocl®o 

Q36n§  *3631233130  0.1*030-  £H20SmO3)1.3J^>  ■**)  OOPPoaoUcO-lDOapl  (ffflioal  n  '[isaP.  gJOtOvooitacYbo 

vsga  pjt&g^a.gMb  (sracr)COTnriD3)3csi.6nna4io8j^  <S36Liorv;joaia<0ffl  a^imr-cBo  nuncjt.  agj&i^aj.o 

rmo^olo  ^IrjjjmgjfiTKjSai'o  iaw>o>l:v>,o.ara)  a.CosisJgfflSl.nb  ,n  0  <po3206n|  o.’sn53 

<ou«9>aj 3=030  dfeblocylfolg-^o  n  i®>lgrgva*)aaa  a  pj  2,ol  03  lulsipiopp'iobo  000  6.3  iirrojoDjpprfip. 
ojI-oIcijo  ullejojo  nasp®>)®o,3!=d3ssorrWilcw  (03l4ls’!di  ®<aj3?®ra51§s&Gjd3.3®o  ■£b3smsi£:)5an®i. 

mg)  mun^jmnlan  aaejjaco  i*!>a»*-i3b  ,x>3ocr>(oyoa£)  ro imoi  mai^ga***  ^omSWilsicas 
<i33cib  crvacairarg)  .oca®  AViigyaiCo  m<a>0?(OT8  nliliol^ojio  51  ajotfl§g&<oi  MJ»  israsflusb 
O)  0  oncoiii  njiwloraim.utr^aio  mu  mooiii  njasojejo  a*u-cncai<i  ajOoenjOifls  fficnsmntab 
a.Cosijjg^osiaiiSisnotrBoajlajfflsijiSon®. 

raitffpogjS  njigoiraba  n^cS^aV)  abam  @0  «aixv\)jcOm3oi61sisa^o  pjlEJjoGaumjjOOT) 
oej  tnojsnb  aJOgpKiorxaMsajp  mffl^ojasrarcnlnsb  atol^nmej^ooti  ol,9si3i,a>g3«si)  maiglsijjj 

(SrocwlgjjoAa  rmnejsjigmDiTO  ffionocttolao.'roiliijfi  .c  n  n  3)  naj<io®rf) 

®,a,3$iran)§a6.iro33£l  ojlciiolaaom  n®eidJ.<a,Co  grtjcagaDajio  iSttgoSksb  tnam)ifl«iiBS>ia®  gfc5®>ml> 
^mgjcrrao  aioaronmimoogio  oiao  njtijcurab  (§£la,Oo  ffia.iKrojmrota.as  ®i£l6KJK>)n.a.o=(OTi5)^ 
aa  micejramloorfkrag  a«i^|o  is®  cvuflfumgj  i8*®‘©s><S5>§k!ib  ajitfilawro  oiojppCo^aag  <a, 
rao  esoonvuooi.axamoi’a'l  ojlolojo  oflejajo  a®$>®>l«i<a.osio>2)°  a<®)>affiom  ^aisiinlas  ooo  njiffl 
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Xo.S/266  (A)  H“ur  Cutchen'}'’  0n  Ch'Cnit’ 

Camp  Arukutty,  29th  September  1904. 


The  Dewan  of  Travaucorc. 


To 


The  Dewan  Peishkar. 

Revenue  Settlement. 


I  have  the  honor  to  draw  vour  attention  to  the  Proceedings  of  Govermneut  No. 
o/iOio'  dated  23rd  Instant,  published  in  the  Gazette  o£  the  27th  Idem  icgauhn.i;  the  new 
scheme  of  settlement-  The  detnus  of  the  scheme  having  been  finally  settled  and  laid 
down  in  the  Proceedings,  it  rests  witn  you  to  give  effect  to  it  as  early  as  possiu.c.  the 
new  scale  of  establishment  nitty  he  brought  into  lorcc  from  the  1st  \  rtdngoni  1080.  I 
request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  re-organize  the  stall  with  due  regard  to  the.  principles 
laid  down  and  send  me  a  list  ot  establishment  for  each  party  withml5  days  from  the 
receipt  of  tins  letter. 

2.  I  request  also  to  be  favoured  with  your  recommendation  about  the  officers  to 
be  put  in  charge  o£  each  party  under  the  new  scheme. 

3.  For  the  29  Additional. temporary  supervisors  provided  in  the  scheme  a  selection ' 
has  to  be  made  not  only  from  your  department,  but  from  other  departments  as  well. 
Officers  of  the  status  of  hub- Magistrates.  Division  bneristadars.  Sub-Registrars  and 
senior  clerks  in  the  Huzur  Cutcherry  and  other  departments  may  be  well  drafted  into 
the  settlement  department  for  this  purpose  with  a  lien  on  their  substantive 
appointments.  I  shall  thank  you  to  let  me  have  a  list  of  the  men  whom  you  consider 
eligible  for  this  work. 

i.  I  await  the  draft  of  the  revised  registration  rules  called  for  in  my  previous  letters. 
As  these  rules  have  to  be  issued  immediately,  please  treat  this  matter  as  very  urgent. 

h.  Two  copies  of  the  Proceedings  and  connected  papers  are  herewith  forwarded 


I  have  &c., 

Sd /  .  V.  P.  MADHAVA  RAO, 


Dewan. 


ms 


,ui|ra<iKV>a!>i^«>o 
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0S®l3(B* 

<m>irOg^ak>  ^3laJ3mfflj-l§ls51>flsomro1m1g^o  AQ^aomsej^ 

««  roaoa^oaj  0rtlEJsaH0o<9a  mSfisElms^aei  aooocrecrofflly 
afrmino  ®«mffl«Jamajo  asmsiisiolcrilfcweCKi&s  a®isi61ae  em  ajsroaio 


nik»o  omaa.sm»Wii  o^mglj^cj^nmwIoSiaKromaa 


irajfd^alnioniisajc^oA, 


Huzur  CutchelTy, 


Trivandrum,  2nd  November  3  904. 
The  Dewan  o£  Travancore. 


The  Devan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 

Sir,  -  '  ' 

lit  continuation  of  iny  letter  No.S/2B6A  dated  29  th  Ultimo,  1  have  the  honour  to 
send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  Government  and  connected  papers  in.  a 
consolidated  from  regarding  the  new  scheme  of  settlement. 

For  the  Devan, 

Sd/.  V.  I.  KESAYA  PILLAR 

Huzur  Deivan  Peishkar, 


LAND  REVENUE  SETTLEMENT 


PROCEEDINGS 


.  GOVERNMENT  OF 
HIE  HIGHNESS  THE  MAM  RAIAH 


OF  TRAVANCOJRE 


/D  0  3  3  ^  N  Qk 


Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  His  Highness 
the  Maha  Raja  of  Travancore. 

Read:— 


1 .  Dewan’s  Memorandum  on  Settlement  operations  in  Travancore. 

2.  Minutes  of  Settlement  Conferences  held  at  Kuzhitkura,  Nevvatiinkara  and 


secondly  in  the  loss  of  increased  revenue  which  the  State  would  have  earned  if  the  operations 
had  been  closed  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Such  a  situation  could  not  be  viewed  with  unconcern.  The  subject  was  therefore  taken 


parties.  If  they  had  understood  that  their  sole  business  is  to  find  out  in  whose  name  a 
particular  land  should  be  registered  and  that  a  puttah  does  not  create  any  title,  they 
would  have  saved  the  State  the  time  and  cost  involved  in  the  protracted  enquiries 
they  now  consider  it  necessary  to  hold.  The  settlement  officers  should  take  the 
Tandaper  registers  as  a  guide  and  the  tact  of  the  payment  of  tax  will  also  supply 
useful  evidence  as  to  who  is  entitled  to  get  the  puttah.  With  the  help  of  records 
which  are  easily  secured  and  by  a  summary  enquiry  on  the  spot  in  the  presence 
of  the  villagers  it  should  be  easy  for  the  registering  officer  to  deride  who  should  be 
given  the  puttah  for  a  particular  land. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  puttahs  issued  by  the  settlement  department  are 
not  final  but  are  liable  to  be  revised  in  accordance  with  the  decisions  of  courts  and 
the  transactions  between  parties.  This  fact  is  lost  sight  of  and  elaborate  enquiries 
into  title  are  allowed  to  be  conducted  by  low  paid  classifiers  and  this  cannot  but  give 
scope  for  malpractices,  delay  and  corruption.  It  is  time  that  this  system  was  chang¬ 
ed  not  only  in  the  interests  of  despatch  of  work  but  mainly  as  a  relief  to  the  ryots. 

Registration  enquiries  will  in  future  lee  coducted  in  the  villages  by  officers  of 
the  grade  of  Supervisors  in  accordance  with  the  revised  rules  which  will  be  separately 
issued.  Sufficient  previous  notice  will  be  given  to  the  villagers  by  notification  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Gazette  and  the  villages  to  enable  them  to  make  their  representations 
and  produce  their  evidence  before  the  registering  officers. 

6.  The  decisions  passed  by  these  registering  officers  will  he  final  so  far  as  the 
settlement  department  lis  concerned.  It  l»  of  course  open  to  any  party  feeling 
aggrieved  by  such  decisions  to  resort  to  the  civil  courts  and  cn  production  of  a  decree 
o'f  court  the  puttah  will  be  revised  in  the  ordinary  course.  The  system  of  appeals  now- 
obtaining  causes  much  delay  in  the  progress  of  settlement  work.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  the  puttah  is  no  muniment-  of  title  and  only  indicates  certain  fiscal 
arrangements  between  the  Government  and  the  ryot  which  are  liable  to  revision, 
it  is  clear  that  there  is  no  need  for  providing  a  regular  system  of  appeals  from 
decisions  affecting  this  simple  question.  In  the  exercise  of  the  general  power  of 
revision  vested  in  the  Settlement  Assistants  and  the  Peishcar  it  is  open  to  them  to 
rectify  on  the  spot  errors  and  irregularities  which  may  come  to  their  notice. 

7.  The  procedure  in  escheat-  enquiries  is  one  of  the  chief  impediments  to  the 
progress  of  settlement  work.  In  the  absence  of  an  annual  jainabundy  the  Ayacut  or 
Tandaper  accounts  of  100  years  and  50  years  ago  are  taken  as  the  starling  point 
for  tracing  the  right  of  the  present  holder.  Such  a  system  is  iiecesssarily  attended 
with  hardship  to  the  ryot  and  opens  a  wide  door  to  corruption  besides  retarding  the 
progress  of  settlement  to  a  conk  del-able  degree. 

In  consideration  of  the  inordinate  dealy,  cost  and  vexation  involved  in  these 
eschsat  enquiries  and  the  proportionately  small  income  to  Government  derived, 
from  the  disposal  of  such  cases.  Government  direct  that  no  enquiries  should  be  held 
bv  the  settlement  department  as  to  whether  a  property  is  escheat  or  not.  This 
order  will  apply  to  pending  cases  also.  Cases  of  escheat  which  may  occur  here¬ 
after  during  the  currency  of  settlement  operations  should  be  taken  up  and  disposed 
of  by  the  revenue  department  and  the  result  communicated  to  the  settlemant  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  issue  of  puttah  If  petitions  alleging  escheat  are  received  by  the 
settlement  officers  they  should  simplv  be  transferred  to  the  revenue  department  for 
disposal.  The  revenue  department  will  be  instructed  to  dispose  of  such  cases 
within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  petition  or  the  report  of  the  proverticar. 

Kirfhal  lands'  will  also  be  registered  by  the  settlement  department  in  the  names 
of  the  occupiers  on  full  pattom  without  the  levy  of  vilayarthom.  Unoccupied  nir- 
thal  lands  should  be  treated  as  “assessed  waste”  at  the  disposal  of  Government. 

There  will  be  no  change  in  the  procedure  in  respect  of  lands  originally 
granted  on  favorable  tenures  which,  become  liable  to  enhanced  assessment  m  the 
hands  of  alienees  or  strangers.  In  all  such  cases  when  the  present  occupier  happens 
to  he  a  person  unconnected  with  the  family  of  the  original  holder  it  is  incumbent  on- 
him  to  prove  that  he  is  entitled  to  hold  tlie  land  on  the  favorable  tenure  as  otherwise 
the  enhanced  pattom  will  be  put  upon  it  under  tlie  Proclamation  and  Rules. 


lion  of  the  scale  of  establishment  is  in  the  opinion  of  Go- 
ninaty  to  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  simplified  system 
ce  of  the  large  number  of  ill-paid  sudordinates  now  in  the 
ited  and  capable  staff  should  be  provided.  With  this 


MEMO 


~.~n+  oiW>r(Jing  to  the  scale  sanctioned 
h  eparately  sanctioned 


n«l  stuff  o£  29  Supervisors  anil 
w.videc!  for  temporary  pmoils 
lonths.  The  cost  oi  this  udni- 

v’U  cecse  after  8  months. 

the  work  in  the.  settled  taluks  c 
•.'so  included  m  the  new  scueiue  o 
--  required  for  completion  ui  noi 


II.  E.)  the  work  should  be,  completed  ir 
Hi  |  Settled  taluks. 


Advanced  taluss. 


The  staff  employed  in  these  huuno  >vm  ............ . . .  ... 

the  new  taluka  of  the  Kottayam  Division  from  the  beginning  ot  tUBt  (.1: 

The  preparation  of  the  '  Olngu  Form  by  the  revenue  agency  will  _  1 
probability  take  up  the  whole  of  this  year  so  that  as  soon  as  that  work  is 
necessary  staff  will  be  detailed  for  settlement  work  out  of  the  hands  set  free  in 
expected  to  he  closed  this  year. 

The  following  taluks  are  expected  to  be  completed  in  1081  (190o-l9Q(>):~ 


Kalculam. 

Thiruvella. 
Changanacherry . 

-t.  Kottayam. 

5.  Eraniel. 

6.  Kottara.ta.ra. 

The  other  taluks  can  he  cempleted  in 


4.  Chengannur. 

5.  Ettumanur. 

6.  Shertally. 

7.  Vaikom. 

The  6  taluks  of  the  Kottayam  Division  which  wUi  be  taken  up  in  the  beginning- 
of  1081  may  also  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1082. 

There  are  various  items  of  miscellaneous  work  not  separately  provided  for  in  the 
scale  e.  g.  balances  of  work  in  preliminary  stages,  preparation  of  Tandapcr  and  other  re¬ 
cords  to  facilitate  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  &g.  A  pel‘red~t5ftme  year  may  be  allow¬ 
ed  for  all  this  extra  wpik.  Even  with  this  additional  work  the  settlement  of  the  whole 
State  can  he  completed  in  4  years  from  now.-  The  total  cost  for  completing  the  work 
untW-the  new  scheme  comes  to  10  lakhs  of  rupees  at  the  outside. 
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The  time  and  money  required  for  printing  the  settlement  registers  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  above  calculations  as  there  are  no  data  on  the  point.  It  will  depend  upon 
the  staff,  machinery  and  accommodation  available  in  the  Government  Press.  Arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made  for  the  printing  of  the  registers  in  about  6  months  from  the  date  of 
sending  the  manuscript  registers  to  the  Press. 

By  the  transfer  of  the  escheat  and  viruthi  settlement  work  to  the  revenue  depart¬ 
ment  some  additional  cost  will  have  to  be  incurred  by  the  employment  of  additional 
hands  in  the  department.  This  cannot  be  much,  as  the  higher  officers  will  be  the  per¬ 
manent  Tahsildars,  Deputy  Tahsildars  and  Sumpratis. 

The  new  scheme  has  thus  the  advantage  of  economy,  expedition  and  efficiency  :  — 

(a)  The  cost  of  establishment  under  the  new  scale  is  less  than  the  pre- 

(b)  The  work  is  expected  to  be  completed  throughout  the  State  in  1  years 
at  the  most. 

(c)  Officers  of  position  and  responsibility  will  do  the  important  portions 
of  the  work. 

The  new  scale  is  so  framed  as  to  afford  every  facility  for  giving  promotion  or 
increase  of  pay  to  the  hard  worked  officers  and  subordinates  in  the  department  as  an 
incentive  to  turning  out  better  work  under  the  improved  methods. 


TmvUttDm  rw 


The  constitution  o£  the  Settle 


RULES. 

nent  Department  under  the  ne 


(2)  Six  Parties  for  the  whole  State  v 


Party  No.  III.  1. 


h  the 

Neyyattinkarai 
Vilavancode 
Kalkulam 
Eraniel 
Shi  >ttah 

Kottarakara 
Kunnattnr 
Quilon 


itorial  limits  specified  below 


Mavelikara 

Chengannur 

Ambalapuzha 

Thiruvallah 

Kottayam 

Changanacherry 

Shertallav 
Vaikam  ' 


Supervisor  downwards. 

3.  The  Revenue  authorities  - 

supplying  them  with  local  information  and  deputing  the  village  offi 
field  partv  when  so  requested  by  the  Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar  o 
Peishkar:  • 

•  4.  The  work 


responsible  charge  o£  an  officer  to 
— +.  c--*‘-1_errient  Peishkar.  He 
a  his  Range  from  the 


fieation  rgister  and  the  pre 
chitta,  rough  *pnttah,  fail 
revenue  department.  The 
in  -all  the  processes  and  be  equally  responsible 
the  entries  in  the' records  above  mentioned. 


x  responsible  for  the  correctness  of  the 
ration  and  working  out  of  figures  for  the 
mttah,  settlement  register  and  other  records 
iccountauts  under  the  new  scheme  shall  assh 


lave  immediate  charge  of  the  work  in  each  taluk.  They 
n  the  villages  and  should  see  that  the  classifiers  and 

_  _ _ _  _  rly  and  test  at  least  15  per  cent  of  the  classification 

The  Deputy  Supervisors  shall  also  be  under  the  orders  of  the  Supervisors. 
They  sould  test  at  least  25  per  cent  of  the  work  of  the  classifiers  in  the  field  and 
thoroughly  scrutinize  all  the  statements  and  registers  prepared  by  the  classifiers  and 

accountants  They  will  be  held  personally  responsible  for  or-  . . -  1  '  - 

the  records  scrutinized  by  them. 
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7 ■  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  Parties  will  be  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  work  in  their  ranges.  The  Government  expect  them  to  personally 
supervise  the  work  of  the  whole  field  party,  check  irregularities,  enforce  discipline  and 
secure  efficiency  and  promptness  in  the  conduct  of  settlement  work  under  the 
new  scheme. 

8.  Supervisors  shall  have  power  to  fine  all  subordinates  under  them  to  the 
extent  of  one  rupee  for  each  offence  and  to  appoint  and  dismiss  peons  attached  to 
their  own  offices.  They  may  also  grant  casual  leave  up  to  five  days  to  their 
subordinates. 

9.  The  Deputy  and  Assistant  Settlement  Peishears  shall  have  power  to  appoint, 
dismiss,  suspend  and  grant  leave  to  all  subordinates  in  their  offices  and  the  field 
establishment  in  their  respective  ranges  up  to  the  grade  of  classifier.  They  may 
grant  casual  leave  to  supervisors  for  five  days.  They  shall  also  have  power  to  im¬ 
pose  a  fine  up  to  Rs.  4  on  all  subordinates  in  their  ranges. 

10.  The  Peishkar  will  have  power  to  appoint,  dismiss,  suspend  and  grant  leave 
to  all  officers  and  subordinates  in  the  Central  Office  and  the  field  esablishment  other 
than  those  mentioned  above.  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  officers  drawing  more  than 
40  Rs.  he  shall  obtain  the  previous  sanction  of  Government  for  their  appoint¬ 
ment  and  dismissal. 

11.  Against  departmental  orders  relating  to  dismissal  and  suspension  passed 
by  the  Deputy  and  Assistant  Settlement  Peishkans  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Settle¬ 
ment  Peishkar. 

12.  Supervisors  shall  correspond  direct  with  the  Deputy  and  Assistant  Settle¬ 
ment  Peishkars.  The  latter  alone  should  correspond  with  the  Peishcar.  Under  the 
nerw  system,  correspondence  should  b,e  minimized  as  much  as  possible.  As  all  the 
officers  will  be  working  mostly  in  the  field  they  should  be  able  to  clear  any  doubts  or 
difficulties  that  may  be  brought  up  by  their  subordinates  on  the  spot  without  resort¬ 
ing  to  correspondence. 

13.  The  object  of  Government  in  defining  these  powers  is  to  fix  responsibility 
on  the  several  grades  of  officers  with  a  view  to  secure  the  speedy  and  satisfactory 
closing  of  the  operations.  The  Peishkar  will  as  Head  of  the  Department  direct  the 
operations  and  control  the  whole  department. 


MEMORANDUM. 


The  work  of 
of  my  assuming  cha 
of  the  operations  an 
to  me  strange  that  t 


nnpletely  settled  as  understood  elsewhere  ar 


With  a  view  to  acquaint  myself  with  the  nature  of  the  operations  and  the  causes 
of  delay,  I  took  occasion  during  my  recent  tour  in  South  Travancore  to  study  the 
conditions  of  the  work  on  the  spot.  I  visited  a  few  localities  where  settlement  was 
going  on  and  had  conferences  with  the  ryots  and  the  responsible  officers  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  department.  While  engaged  on  these  enquiries  I  received  the  Gt.  0.  of  the  Madras 
Government  reviewing  the  Administration  Report  of  Travancore  for  1078  (1902-1903) 
in  which  I  found  that  settlement  had  formed  the  subject  of  adverse  criticism  both  by  the 
Resident  and  by  the  Madras  Government.  This  cofirmed  the  opinion  which  I  had 
already  formed  that  settlement  was  not  progressing  as  speedily  as  it  might  and  led  me 
to  think  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  some  decisive  action  being  taken  towards  improv¬ 
ing  the  methods  of  work  in  the  department  and  putting  more  life  and  energy  into  it 
with  a  view  to  the  operations  being  brought  to  a  close  within  a  reasonable  time.  In  ad- 
•  dition  to  the  local,  enquiries  which  gave  me  an  insight  into  the  details  of  the  work,  I 
have  had  a  mass  of  information  collected  as  to  the  past  history  of  the  department  and  the 
results  attained  hitherto,  a  summary  of  which  is  given  in  the  following  paragraphs. 


83  embraced  “  the  investigation  and  registration  of  titles  and  the  demarcation 
jrties  ”  prior  to  a  detailed  survey,-  as  well  as  the  “classification,  valuation  and 
eat  of  land*.  ”  A  scale  of  establishment  consisting  of  4  Parties  for  the  whole 
id  costing  in  the  aggregate  Rs.1,33,272  per  annum  was  sanctioned.  It  was 
estimated  that  the  survey  and  settlement  operations  would  be  completed  in  5 


3.  The  two  departments  having  been  started  simultaneously,  the  settlement  de-  BemarMtion 
partment  was  at  the  commencement  put  in  charge  of  demarcation  work  also.  Under  wSfentrJSe* 
this  scheme,  a  demarcation  and  settlement  party  was  to  precede  the  survey  party.  The  i0  <h.Bdsei^' 
work  of  demarcation  was  orginally  entrusted  to  the  settlement  department  as,  “owing  UStofff- 
to  the  varied  and  complicated  tenures  on  which  land  is  held  in  Travancore  and  the  im-  ^ 
perfect  nature  of  former  survey  accounts,  a  revenue  officer  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  people  and  the  existing  revenue  system  seemed  far  more  likely  to  deal  satisfefcorily 
with  the  disputes  and  difficulties  which  might  arise  in  the  course  of  demarcation  than 
the  officers  of  the  survey,”  Vide  Proceedings  of  til©  Travancore  Government  Wo.  23, 

Chirayinkil  in  Chirayinkil  taluk  were  selected  for  experimental  operations.  It  was  how¬ 
ever  soon  discovered  that  this  work  was  a  needless  burden  on  the  settlement  department  fa  f  soon 
and  interfered  with  the  far  more  important  operations  of  classification  and  settlement.  trarXed 
'After  considerable  discussion  and  personal  conferences  between  the  Dewan,  the  Settlement  J 1  hc  surve* 


The  Government  on  the  other  hand  held  a  different  view.  The  ehange  of  system 
.sdppted  is  thus  explained  in  the  Administration  Report  for  1063  (1887-1888):— 


*  _  In  1008(1892-1893)  there  was  another  change  in  the  system.  The  settlement’ 

‘-department  which  was  doing  ordinary  revenue  work  in  the  then  unsnrveyed  taluks  of* 
Ilavelikara,  Chengannur  and  Tirnvalla  was  directed  to  desist  from  attending  to  that 
work. and  the  staff  was  told  off  for  work  elsewhere. 
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(3)  Preparation  of  Taravari  and  Vattavari  statements  slio ui ng  the  results  of  the 
new  rates  and  block  sketches  showing  on  the  survey  plans  the  actual  blocks  comprised 
in  each  village. 

(4)  Submission  of  statements  showing  the  actual  assessment  feed  on  each  number 
to  Government  for  sanction. 

.  (5)  Preparation  of  Chittah  after  the  sanction  of  Government  for  the  rates  is  received. 

(6)  Preparation  and  issue  of  rough  puttahs. 

(7)  Disposal  of  objection-petitions  on  rough  puttahs. 

(8)  Preparation  and  issue  of  fair  puttahs. 

(9)  Preparation  of  Tandaper  (rent-roll  or  ledger),  copies  of  puttahs,  Anubhava- 
vivaram  list  (list  showing  the  names  of  the  occupiers  of  particular  fields),  plans  showing 
sub-divisions  of  numbers,  Poramboke  list,  Tarisu  list  (list  of  unregistered  waste  lands) 
and  Tanathu  Chittah  (list  showing  the  numbers  in  the  actual  occupation  of  Government 
e.  g.,  Palaces,  Offices  &c.)  to  be  furnished  to  the  revenue  department  when  a  taluk  is 
handed  over  for  collection  of  the  new  tax. 

(iv)  Preparation  and  printing  of  the  Ayacut  or  Settlement  Register. 

11.  In  addition  to  the  above  there  is  another  item  of  work  which  really  precedes 
the  commencement  of  settlement  work  viz.,  the  preparation  of  the  Olugu  Form.  This 
is  an  abstract  prepared  from  the  old  Ayacut,  Olugu,  Vilangiper,  Tandaper  and  other 
accounts,  showing  for  each  lekkom  or  old  number  the  tenure,  extent,  assessment  and 
other  particulars  as  per  previous  settlement.  This  is  a  necessary  and  important  guide  for 
the  settlement  officers  in  the  several  stages  of  their  work.  The  preparation  of  this  abstract 
is  properly  the  wort  of  the  revenue  department  who  should  furnish  to  the  settlement 
department  all  information  available  from  the  old  accounts  before  settlement  operations 
begin.  Owing,  however  to  the  defective  nature  of  these  accounts,  the  necessary  informa¬ 
tion  has  to  be  obtained  from  several  sources  and  the  abstract  prepared  by  a  laborious 
process.  In  the  earlier  taluks  taken  up  for  settlement  the  information  was  collected 
by  the  settlement  department  with  the  help  of  the  proverty  accountants  but  with  the 
expansion  of  the  department  a  separate  agency  consisting  of  proverty  accountants  and 
the  taluk  sumprethy  to  supervise  their  work  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  settlement 
department  for  this  purpose.  In  the  taluks  already  taken  up  by  the  settlement  depart¬ 
ment,  this  work  has  been  either  completed  or  in  progress.  As  this  item  of  work  is 
clearly  outside  the  sphere  of  the  settlement  department*  arrangements  should,  I  think, 
be  made  for  the  work  being  done  by  the  revenue  department  in  advance  of  settlement, 
work  in  the  6  taluks  of  the  Kottayam  Division  which  have  yet  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
settlement  department. 


IS.  The  registration  of  titles  has  been  looked  upon  as  the  most  exacting  item  of; 
settlement  work.  Without  burdening  this  memo  with  the  earlier  pronouncements  on  this 
subject  I  will  start  with  letter  Ifo.  127  dated  the  5th  October  1884  from  the  Settlement 
Dewan  Pcishcar  to  the  Dewan: 


i  classifier 


h  20  on 


month  allowing  20  working  days,'  and  240  oases  in  a  year.  So,  128  classifiers  will  finish  240 
x  128  =  30,720  cases  and' require  9,00,000-5-80,720  =  39  years  to  carry  out  the  work  fullya-i 
Even  expecting  the  rate  to  be  doubled  viz.,  at.  2  eases  a  day,  the  period  required  will  bo  liJ.yeataSfA 
In  the  same  letter  the  Settlement  Peishcar  recommended  a  revision  of  the  sciB  * 
of  establishment  just  a  year  after  the  department  had  been  started,  and  pointed  out  that' 
the  original  scale  made  no  provision  for  two  items  of  work  viz.,  (l)  counting  of  trees 
and  (2)  registration  of  titles  ,  which  actual  experience  had  shown  “  to  be  of  considerable 
magnitude  and  which  tell  materially  on  the  progress  of  work.  " 

In  reply  to  this  the  Government  in  their  Proceedings  dated  31st  October  1884 
Ko.  2sit  pointed  out  the  error  in  the  Settlement  Peishcar’s. statement  and  observed; — 


It  has  also  been  held  bv  the  courts  m  Travancore  that  puttah.  does  not 
oonfer  unv  title.  There  would  be  some  justification  tor  these  protracted  enquiries 
if  even  as  lar  as  the  settlement  department  itself  was  concerned  there  was  fwmlitv 
regarding  the  entries  in  the  outtah*  :  but  I  find  that  contrary  to  all  rules  and 
practice  in  British  India  and  elsewhere,  the  settlement  department  goes  on  correcting 
the  puttahs  and  effecting  transfer  of  puttahs  for  years  alter  the  final  puttans  have 
U’en  issued.  In  Trivandrum  taluk  I  had  a  case  m  which  a  puttah  originally 
issued  by  the  settlement  department  was  cancelled  by  itself  l(i  years  after  the 
final  issue  and  there  was  in  the  interval  also  a  transfer  of  the  same  puttah  bv  the 
settlement  department,  in  some  taluks  I  understand  that  cases  m  which  correc¬ 
tions  have  been  made  in  puttahs  long  after  they  were  issued  are  not  of  infrequent- 
occurrence.  These  corrections  do  not  refer  to  clerical  mistakes  but  affect  the 
substance  of  the  puttah  itself  and  nnplv  revision  of  the  decisions  passed  in  registra¬ 
tion  enquiries,  ft  is  notorious  also  that  in  spite  of  the  protracted  enquiries  and 
elaborate  decisions  passed  bv  the  settlement  officers  the  whole  thing  is  liable  to  be 
■upset  by  the  civil  courts,  bar  from  the  trouble  taken  bv  the  settlement  officers  being 
appreciated  by  the  court  and  their  enquiries  taken  as  a  help  towards  the  decision 
of  disputes  that  come  before  them,  the  action  of  the  settlement  department  and 
especially  that  of  the  lower  agency  has  in  their  opinion  tended  to  unnecessarily 
complicate  the  issues  and  •  even  encourage  the  fabrication  of  false  evidence.  If  the 
real  purpose  and  scope  of  the  registration  enquiries  is  borne  in  mind  the  elaborate 
and  quasi-judicial  method  that  is  now  followed  could  well  be  dispensed  with  and  a 
simpler  procedure  suited  to  the  immediate  aim  of  such  enquiries  adopted.  Such  a  course 
Las  Decbme  imperative  at  present  in  view  of  the  pressing  necessity  that  exists  for  closing 
settlement  work  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Under  the  rules  ol  the  2nd  "February  1884  registration  enquiries  are  to  be 
conducted  on  the  spot  but  this  has  been  ignored  m  practice.  The  classifiers 
and  supervisors  conduct  all  such  enquiries  at.  their  head  quarter  stations,  summon 
parties,  take  evidence  and  write  elaborate  decisions  as  if  they  were  judicial  officers. 
If  th<5  rules  had  been  enforced  such  enquiries  should  have  been  conducted  in  the 
■villages  m  the  presence  of  the  villagers  where  all  the  necessary  information  could  be 
-  readily-,  obtained  at  first  hand  and  a  decision,  promptly  passed.  The  ryots  will 
under  such  an  arrangement  be  saved  the  trouble,  vexation  and  delay  caused  by  constant 
ifctteudaaace^ts  ithe  office  and  the  work  itself  done  satisfactorily  and  expeditious!)'. 

14.  During  the  21  years  the  department  has  been  in  existence,  10  taluks  have 
"fetren  handed  over  for  the  collection  of  the  settlement  tax  and  15  are  under  settlement, 
the  operations  being  in  various  stages  of  progress.  6  'taluks  remain  untouched  2  of 
these  arc  under  survey. 

15.  Details  regarding  the  10  taluks  treated  as  settled  are  given  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement  furnished  by  the  settlement  department  : — 


every  data  available  for  framing  a  correct  estimate  of  cost.  As  a 
took  every  factor  into  consideration  and  his  estimate  which  he 
liberal  was  for  a  total  expenditure  of  15  lakhs,  well  within  the  anm 
the  State  which  at  the  time  the  estimate  was  framed  amounted  to 


lurking  t 


o  the 


allowed  their  a 


bringing  in  some  additional  revenue  in  the  way  of  fines  on  escheat  and  viruthi  lands 
and  arrears  on  puduvals  was  apparently  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  In  their  eagerness 
to  gather  in  these  small  extra  items  of  revenue  thev  have  lost  eight  o£  the  goal  towards 
which  they  should  be  moving.  They  have  notTcakulated  the  cost  of  employing  a 
high  paid  agency  for  realizing  these  extra  items.  They  do  not  seem  to  have  realized 
how  the  cost  of  settlement  has  been  swelled  by  the  department  taking  up  subsidiary 
v  the  final  settlement  has  been  inordinately  delayed  ou 


I  do 


expediency  of  levying  these  arre 
in  some  of  the  decisions  recently 


s  and  fie 


passed  by  me  and  in 


of  eithe 
ct  of  the  quesl 


the  just 


e  settlement  o. 


operations.  Som 
that  in  all  the  ta 
the  work  of  the 


£9  dealt  with 


ible  period  would  be  required  for  .completing 
the  whole  State.  The  delay  that  has  already  occurred  has  given 

w  —  c—  . arse  comment  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  in  the  interests 

alike  of  the  people  and  the  Government  it  is  necessary  that  some  means  should 
he  devised  for  bringing  the  work  of  the  department  to  a  close  within  a  reasonable 
this  object  in  ^view  I  held  conferences  first  at  Kuzhithura  and 

Waited  from  etery  pTiXXvfew^nd  much  raluablc  fXrXtion 
regard  to  the  practical  working  of  the  department,.  The  further 
,  the  situation  was  much  more  serious  than  I  had  anticipated, 
by  dwelling  on  the  evils  arising  from  protracting  settlement 
tiou  of  how  matters  stand  may  be  formed  from  the  fact 
;  with  or  being  dealt  with  by  the  settlement  department 
department  is  mostly  suspended  on  the  one  hand  and  on 
the  other  the  revenue  accounts  and  registers  furnished  by  the  settlement  department 
have  not  helped  to  expedite  revenue  work. 

29.  No  doubt  the  department  has  turned  out  an  immense  quantity  of  work  . 
in  the  past  and  it  must  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  department  that  the  delay  is  due 
more  to  the  svstem  than  to  the  men.  The  elaborate  and  quasi-judicial  procedure 
adopted  in  registration  enquiries,  the  Bystem  of  appeals  allowed  in  these  cases,  the 
laborious  procesB  involved  in  the  attempt  to  discover  cases  of  escheat  by  tracing 
the  present  occupant  of  the  land  back  to  the  original  registry-holder  of  a  hund¬ 
red  years  ago,  the  special  work  of  viruthi  settlement  which  occupies  the  time 
energy  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  department ' 
liar  system  which  requires  the  department  to  sel 

on  escheat  “nirthal"  and  “viruthi”  lands,  the  con  , 

merits  required  in  the  disposal  of  “puduval”  and  “poramboke”  cases  and  the  recovery  of 
acreage  value  prior  to  the  issue  of  puttah,  the  wide  scope  given  for  re-opening  cases 
decided,  re-countiug  trees  twice  and  thrice  and  revising  puttahs  once  issued,  the  frequent 
variations  in  procedure  and  practice,  the  spreading  of  the  settlement  operations 
over  an  extensive  area  and  the  centralization  of  work  in  the  head  office-  all 
these  have  tended  in  a  considerable  degree  to  retard  the  progress  of  work.  _  The 
opinion  of  the  conference  on  these  questions  of  vital  importance  is  embodi 
the  minutes  of  discussion*  separately  recorded  and  appended  to  this  paper. 


>f  years,  the  pecu- 
ir  levy  vilayartham 


Trivandrum, 
24th  August  1904. 


Minutes  of  the  Settlement  Conference 


HELD  AT 

KuzMthura  and  Neyattinkara. 

A  conference  was  held  at  Kuzbithura  on  the  7th  -Tune  1904  and  at  Neyyattinkara 
on  the  8th  June  1904  ■  under  the  Presidency  of  the  Dewan.  The  Settlement  Dewuu 
Peishkar,  the  local  Division  Peishkar,  the  Fader  Secreatry  to  tlie  Dewan  and  Settlement; 
Assistants  Messrs,  itanga  Iyengar,  Venkiteswam  Iyer  and  Sivaramnknahna  Iver  were 
present  on  the  first  day;  while  on  the  second  day  in  addition  to  the  officers  above  named, 
the  Deputy  Peishcar,  Trivandium,  and  Special  Assistant  Kamaswamy  Iyer  of  the  Settlc- 

The  rules  regarding  classification  and  registration  dated  2nd  February  1884  were 
read  and  discussed.  The  result  of  the  discussions  is  noted  Wow; 

1.  These  rules  arc  now  followed  in  practice  with  a  few  modifications  made  from  time 


2.  For  the  proper  working  of  the  rules  it  is  necessary  that  every  classifier  should 
have  a  knowledge  of  survey  and  plotting. 

Registration  Rules. 


tbe  6  taluks  where  settlement  work  has  not  yet  commenced  the  preparation, 
of  the  Olugu  form  should  be  taken  up  at  once  by  the  revenue  department.  The  form 
ho  old  be  prepared  by  the  property  accourauts  with  the  help  of  the  data  available  in  the 
in  the  Olugu,  Ayacut,  Vilangiper,  ‘  Tandaper,  and  other  amounts.  The  Olugu  form 
thus  prepared  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  classifier  when  settlement  work 
commences  and  it  shall  be  his  dutv  to  fill  m  the  classification  register  with  reference  to 
the  Olugu  form  and  enter  in  the  Olugu  form  itself  the  survey  numbers  corresponding 
to'  each  lekkoni. 


The  rules  regarding  regist: 
(«).  Prim- 


published  in  the  official  Gazette  and  by  beat '"of  tom-tom  in"  the  village,  taluk  and 
district  headquarters  announcing  that  between  two  specified  dates  enquiries  will  be 
. i  J  --  W-f  pe  registered  as  the  holders  of  the  survey 

registry  and  appear 
ice  in  support'd  their 


conducted  as  to  the  persons  best  entitled  to  be  regi: 
numbers  comprised  within  each  pakndi  and  calling  uj>vu  me  p 
themselves  entitled  to  have  their  names  registered  to  apply  fi 
before  the  registering  officer  with  the  documentary  and  oral  evic 


The  notification  shall  also  contain  a  declaration  that  any  claims  preferred  after 
the  expiry  of  the  date  fixed  in  the  notification  shall  not  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  issue  of  puttahs  and  that  the  registering  officer’s  decision  shall  be  final  as  far  as 
the  question  who  is  liable  to  pay  the  sirSar  taxis  concerned. 

This  notification  shall  be  published  in  four  successive  issues  of  the  Gazette  and  3 
months’  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  people  of  the  commencement  of  registration  enquiries 

Printed  copies  of  the  notification  shall  be  put  up  in  the  proverty,  taluk  and 
district  offices,  police  stations,  registration  offices,  anchal  offices  and  markets. 

(b)  The  registering  officer  shall  hold  an  enquiry  in  the  presence  of  the  villagers 
and  of  the  parties,  note  down  their  statements,  and  after  consulting  the  village  ac¬ 
counts  record  his  opinion  as  to  tile  person  who  is  entitled  to  have  his  name  registered 
The  decision  thus  recorded  is  evidence  only  of  the  right  of  the  holder  to  receive  a  put- 
tah  at  the  settlement  and  is  not  evidence  of  his  title  to  the  land  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  claimants.  It  is  open  to  the  parties  who  may  consider  themselves  aggrieved  by  the 
decision  to  get  their  claims  established  in  a  civil  suit. 

(c)  Registration  work  shall  be  conducted  by  the  supervisors  on  the  spur, 
and  not  by  classifiers  as  at  present. 

(d)  Cases  under  section  10  involving  the  interests  of  the  Government  shall  also 
be  enquired  into  by  the  _  supervisors  but  their  decisions  in  such  cases  shall  be  subject  to 


[a)  Taking  an  average  of  7,000  survey  number*  for  each  pakudi  and  11 
pakudies  for  each  taluk,  the  classification  work  of  a  taluk  should  be  completed  in  t> 
months  by  deputing  2  classifiers  for  each  pakudi  and  insisting  on  their  turning  out  30 
a  day.  This  includes  also  sub-division  of  numbers  and  counting  of  trees 


jmpletetf,  a  riotifi 


ir  that  classification  work  has  .  _ 

me  regarding  the  commencement  of  registration  work.  An1  interval 
I  will  be  required  before  registration  enquiry  comm 
!  issued  as  each  pakudi  gets  ready. 


>f  the  registration  w 
taluk  contains  between  70,000  and  100,000  number 
(p)  Preparation  of  statements  preliminary  * 
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(a)  Fixing  of  rates.  At  the  rate  of  150  numbers  a  day  a  pakudi  will  take  2  mouths 
to  complete.  A  whole  taluk  should  be  completed  in  fi  months  by  distributing  the  work 
among  4  officers. 

(r)  Preparation  of  Vattavari  statement.  This  would  take  3  months. 

(g)  For  the  scrutiny  of  the  statements  in  the  Central  office  and  the  submission  of 
the  report  to  Government,  an  interval  of  2  months  will  be  required.  Tt  is  not  necessary 
that  numberwar  statements  showing  the  settlement  rates  for  each  field  should  be  sent 
up  to  Government.  A  report  setting  forth  the  salient  points  of  the  proposed  settlement 
and  the  general  result  of  the  proposed  rates  with  a  note  on  the  statistical  information 
collected  would  suffice. 

( h )  Within  a  fortnight  from  the  receipt  of  the  Peishcar’s  report  the  sanction  of 
Government  will  be  communicated  to  him. 

(i) Preparati.on  of  Ghittah.  This  will  take  2  months  at  the  rate  of  200  numbers 
a  day. 

The  Settlement  Officer  will  hold  his  camp  in  convenient  centres  after  the  issue,  of 
the  notification  and  all  his  subordinates  will  be  in  constant  communication  with  him  in 
matters  of  doubt  or  difficulty.  He  will  remain  in  camp  for  one  or  two  weeks  after  the. 
issue  of  rough  puttahs  and  within  that  interval  will  revise  any  puttahs,  if  need  be,  on 
the  spot  and  issue  final  puttahs. 

11.  Under  the  system  above  set  forth  it  will  take  3  years  to  settle  a  taluk.  This 

calculation  would  apply  only  to  the  taluks  which  have  not  yet  been  brought  under 
settlement  operations.  .  TO  ■ 

12.  In  the  15  taluks  now  under  settlement  classification  work  is  over  and  registra¬ 
tion  work  mostly  completed.  Under  what  system  the  remaining'  work  in  these  talus* 
should  be  brought  to  a  close  will  be  decided  separately. 


Minutes  of  the  Settlement  Conference 

HELD  AT 

Trivandrum. 


(c.).  Rule  3,727.— Omit  paras  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8. 

(d) .  Rule  9JV. — Omit  paras  2  and  3  and  insert  the  following  as  para  2:— “In 
such  cases  the  question  for  consideration  will  be  as  to  who  is  the  man  in  possession.” 

(e) .  Ride  10.  Omit. 

(/').  Rule  11.  tor  hues  1  and  2.  substitute  the  following:— 

■“In  rases  of  the  following  description  the  decisions  of  the  Supervisors  shall  be 
subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Assistants. 

Omit,  sub-heads  IV.  V.  VI.  VIJ.  X.  XIV  and  XV. 

InXVtII  add  the  words  "ami  oilier  mams  '  at  the  end. 


(<j).  Rides  12  h  27.  Omit. 

4.  r he  collection  o[  tax.  according  to  settlement  rates  should,  not  be  commenced 
in  any  taluk  until  all  the  pnttahs  have  been  issued  to  the  ryots  and  the  printed  settle¬ 
ment  register  furnished  to  the  revenue  department. 

The  form  of  the  Classification  register  now  m  use  was  examined  and  revised 
new  columns  being  added  tor  certain  heads  ot  information  necessary  for  the  preparation 
ot  the  settlement  register.  This  new  form  is  to  be  adopted  for  all  the  taluks  now  under 
settlement  or  hereafter  to  be  taken  up.  A  copv  of  the  settlement  register  itself  will  be 
prepared  from  the  Classification  register  and  further  entries  made  after  the  rates  are 
sanctioned. 

b.  The  printing  of  the  settlement  register  tor  the  Trivandrum  taluk  is  expected 
to  be  completed  bv  the  end  of  the  current  Malabar  year.  I  he  4  hands  now  employed 
for  correcting  proofs  should  be  continued  tor  7  or  8  months  in  order  to  complete  the 
printing  of  the  register  ior  the  Cluravmkil  taluk  which  will  be  taken  up  immediately 
after  Trivandrum  is  completed. 

7.  The  settlement  register  for  Tovala  and  Agastiswaram  which  is  in  course  of 
preparation  should  be  completed  bv  the  end  of  Audy  1079  and  the  establishment 
( consisting  of  one  deputy  supervisor,  2  cheeking  accountants,  10  classifiers  and  6  peons 
and  costing  Its.  190  per  mensem)  kept  up  tor  the  purpose  dispensed  with  from  the  1st 
Auvany  1U80.  Their  services  mav  be  utilised  for  other  taluks  with  the  previous  sane- 

X.  The  settlement  register  for  Nedumaugad  bavin?  been  reported  to  have  been 
completed  in  manuscript,  the  establishment  (consisting  of  one  deputy  supervisor,  1 0  classi¬ 
fiers  and  6  peons  and  costing  Us.  107  per  mensem)  now  maintained  for  that  taluk  should 
lie  dispensed  with,  at  the  end  ot  15  days,  to  be  however  utilised  for  other  taluks  if  need 
he  with  the  previous  sanction  of  (.Tovernment. 

9.  The  settlement  register  tor  the  Xartigapalh  taluk  should  be  prepared  by  the  25 
hands  of  the  Avacut  agency  or  special  estaoiishmeut  sanctioned  ior  die  preparation  of 
these  registers.  Out  ot  a  total  ot  9o,000  survey  numbers  m  this  taluk,  it  was  reported 
that  16. OOU  numbers  had  been  finished  and  it  was  calculated  that  the  remaining  79,000 
numbers  could  be  completed  in  3  months  at  tue  rate  of  00  numbers  each  a  day  and  20 
working  days  m  the  month.  The  standard  fixed  for  this  item  of  work  in  the  department 
is  7o  numbers  a  day  for  each  mail. 

10.  Oiu/on  taluk.  The  benior  Assistant  reported  that  960  numbers  ,  comprising 
binds  given  back  by  the  Railway  Company  had  to  be  disposed  of  as  puduvals  in  the 
t-iluk  and  that  there  was  no  supervisor  there  competent  to  deal  with  such  cases  On. 
th-  suggestion  of  the  fcettlcmcnt  Peishkar,  it  was  decided  that  Supervisor  Sankaranara- 
yaun  Piltay  of  Chongannur  should  be  deputed  ior  disposing  of  such  cases  at  Quilon  for 
a  period  of  one  month.  It  was  rurther  resolved  that  lands  within  a  distance  of  half  a 
mile  on  either  side  ot  a  railway  station  should  he  reserved  and  that  all  other  lands  may 
be  disposed  oi  as  puduval. 
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to  take  the  necessary  action  under  the  Regulation  but  in  practice  no  action  is  taken  and 
when  the  settlement  department  entertain  applications  for  registry  o£  “poramboke”  lands, 
they  deal  with  them  without  any  reference  to  the  lists  above  mentioned  or  the  action  if 
any  taken  in  respect  of  them  by  the  revenue  department.  There  is  however  a  rule 
recently  introduced  that  before  an  application  for  “poramboke”  kinds  is  granted  the 
revenue  department  should  be  consulted  as  to  whether  the  land  may  be  registered  or 
should  be  retained  as  “poramboke”  in  the  public  interests.  This  procedure  is  circum¬ 
locutory  and  involves  much  delay  in  the  disposal  of  such  applications.  As  the  disposal 
ot  applications  for  poramboke  lands  should  naturally  rest  with  the  revenue  depiu-t- 
ment  it  was  resolved  that  all  such  cases  should  be  handed  over  to  the  revenue  depart¬ 
ment  for  being  dealt  with  under  the  Regulation  and  that  the  settlement  department 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  This  rule  may  be  introduced  at  once  m  all  the 
taluks  now  in  the  hands  of  the  settlement  department  including  the  taluks  under 
settlement  and  those  which  have  been  treated  as  settled: 

The  revenue  department  will  hold  an  annual  jamabandy  under  the  rules  to  lie 
shortly  promulgated  and  cases  of  encroachment  on  poramboke  and  waste  lands  will  be 
placed  before  the  jamabandy  officer  for  orders.  .In  cases  in  which  he  considers  that  a 
poramboke  may  be  registered  a  statement  with  such  recommendation  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Hnzur  and  registry  made  on  receiving  the  sanction  of  the 

It  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  conference  that  another  cause  of  delay 
is  the  system  of  re-opening  registration  enquiries  on  the  application  of  persons  who  are  no  t 
parties  to  the  original  enquiry.  When  cases  once  closed  are  thus  re-opened  further  decisions 
have  to  be  passed  and  there  is  the  appeal  from  those  decisions  which  also  causes  delay.  The 
conference  was  of  opinion  that  all  this  should  be  dispensed  with  by  cancelling  the  existing 
orders  on  the  subject.  Under  the  new  system  proposed  all  registration  enquiries  will 
be  held  m  the  presence  of  the  villagers  and  the  decision  of  the  registering  officer  will  bo. 


13.  Escheat  cases  involving  487  numbers  were  reported  to  be  pending  enquiry 
or  disposal.  It  is  well-known  that  these  escheat  enquiries  take  up  a  good  deal  of  the  time 
and  energy  of  the  settlement  department  and  greatly  retard  the  progress  of  settlement 
work.  This  was  also  fully  discussed  as  a  general  question  and  the  conference  was  of 
opinion  that,  having  regard  to  the  inordinate  delay,  cost  and  vexation  involved  in 
escheat  enquiries  and  the  proportionately  small  income  to  Government  derived  from 
the  disposal  of  such  cases  and  considering  also  that  there  has  been  no  annual  or  duo¬ 
decimal  jamabandy  it  is  desirable  to  dispense  with  escheat  enquiries  altogether 

A  circular  of  1042  m.  e.  was  brought  to  notice  by  the  Valia  Melalutu  Pillay 
which  directs  that  in  cases  of  escheat  no  enquiries  should  even  be  started  after  a  lapse 
of  twelve  years  except  with  the  special  sanction  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Rajah. 
As  tlic  circular  has  not  been  expressly  repealed  it  must  be  considered  to  be  still  in 
force  and  it  is  a  question  whether  escheat  enquiries  hitherto  held  both  by  the  revenue 
and  settlement  departments  without  the  special  sanction  required  by  the  circular 
could  be  considered  to  have  been  properly  held.  The  conference  considercd^the 

of  the  limit  of  twelve  years  would  itself  give  rise  to  the  same  difficulties  as  are^ex^ 
perienced  in  the  existing  procedure  as  in  deciding  whether  a  particular  case  falls  within 
the  prescribed  limit  or  not  there  would  be  the  same  scope  for  needless  expenditure  of 

would  lose  the  additonal  revenue  ^it  was  entitled  to  by  bringing  under  full 

there  is  no  need  for  any  lengthened  enquiry  as  the  only  question''  would  be  whether  the 
hinds  are  still  held  by  those  to  whom  the  favorable  tenure  was  originally  granted.  The 
Assistants  who  have  charge  of  such  cases  should  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  sunnnarilv 
ftfter  a  local  enquiry  in  the  pakudi  or  provertv  concerned  and  noting  down  briefly  the 


These  -judicial  pronouncements  also  go  to  confirm  the  view  Unit  the  argument 
about  the  nc'ht  of  Government  to  resume  tlie  lands  or  demand  vilavnrtham  bv  wav  or 
consideration  for  waiving  that  right  as  untenable. 

15.  1  would  not  have  dwelt  at  so  much  length  on  the  legal  aspect  of  this  ques¬ 

tion  but  for  the  deep-rooted  misconceptions  which  still  seem  to  prevail  as  to  the  object-, 
und  interpretation  of  the  virutlii  Proclamation  of  1886.  It  is  seriously  contended  that 
the  wording  of  the  Proclamation  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  levy  of  "viiayartham  and 
that  the  intention  of  Government  should  be  gathered  from  the  subsequent  resolutions 
of  Government  in  respect  of  viiayartham.  It  is  even  suggested  that  it  the  wording  ol 
the  Proclamation  is  not  quite  explicit,  the  proper  course  would  be  to  revise  the  Pro¬ 
clamation  so  as  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  point.  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  this 
line  of  argument  violates  all  rules  of  interpretation  and  is  on  the  face  of  it  one  that 
carries  its"  own  refutation.  To  my  mind  the  meaning  of  the  Proclamation  is  quite  clear 
and  the  lawyers  whom  I  have  consulted  are  agreed  that  according  to  every  rule  of  in¬ 
terpretation  section  10  can  only  be  held  to  mean  that  if  the  virutlii  holders  desire  to 
refain  the  lands  they  should  be  given  to  them  on  fpU  assessment  without  tlie  levy  of 
any  fine  or  viiayartham  and  that  only  in  other  cases,  that  is,  in  cases  where  the  holders 
do  not  wish  to  retain  the  lands  the  Government  is  free  to  dispose  of  them  “  according 


10.  By  levying  viiayartham  on  virutln  lands  we  are  treating  them  differently 
from  ordinary  pattom  lands  which  were  held  on  an  inferior  tenure  altogether  and  the 
holders  of  which  had  done  none  of  the  services  which  were  exacted  from  viruthicars. 
It  is  well  known  that  pattom  lands  before  1865  were  inalienable  in  tlie  same  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  viruthi  lands  now  under  discussion.  When  it  was 
resolved  in  the  interests  of  tlie  ryots  to  confer  on  them  full  proprietary  rights  over 
these  lands,  no  thought  of  demanding  a  fine  or  viiayartham  ever  entered  into  the  minds 
of  the  authorties.'  The  enfranchisement  was  prompted,  in  the  words  of  the  Proclama¬ 
tion  of  I860,  by  “the  earnest  desire  that  the  possession  of  landed  property  should  be 
as  secure  as  possible”;  and  with  this  sole  object  in  view  the  Proclamation  went  on  to 
declare  that  “the  Slrkar  for  ever  surrender  for  the  benefit  of  the  people”  all  rights  of 
.interference  with  pattom  lands  and  that  the  ryots  holding  such  lands  might  “regard 
them  fully  as  private,  heritable,  saleable  and  otherwise  transferable  property.” 

The  pattom  ^  tenure  was  originally  in  the  nature  of  a  tenancy-at-will  and  distinctly 

of  the  holders  being  presented  with  a  Xcct  when  installed  in  office  and  also  of  its 
liability  to  he  charged  with  rajabhogam.  The  Sirkar  would  have  had  better  justification 
hi  demanding  vilavartliam  for  those  lands  than  for  viruthi  lands.  Again  pattom  lands, 
it  mav  be  remarked,  were  not  heritable  until  the  Proclamation  attached  that  incident 
to  the  tenure  while  in  the  case  of  viruthi  lands  the  heirs  of  a  deceased  holder  always 
inherited  the  land  though  on  payment  of  adiyara  or  succession  fee.  It  is  necessary  to 
note  here  that  even  after  tlie  Proclamation  of  1865  a  fee  of  2  per  cent  had  to  be  paid 
•whenever  pattom  lands  were  transferred.  This  charge  was  removed  at  a  sacrifice  of 
31s.  50,000  revenue  a  year  by  the  Proclamation  of  loth  August  1884. 
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’which  have  been  in  the  possession  o£  the  occupants  for  less  than  25  years  are  confirmed 
to  them  on  payment  of  40  times  the  assessment  as  vilayartham.  These  changes  in  the 
rules  made  from  time  to  time  have  necessarily  produced  inequality  of  treatment.  The 
argument  now  put  forward  would  apply  to  all  these  changes  in  procedure.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  there  was  once  a  proposal  to  give  up  auction  altogether  and  levy  only  vilayar- 
tham  and  this  is  considered  even  now  as  a  desirable  and  unobjectionable  piece  of  reform 
prompted  by  the  generous  motive  of  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  poor  viruthicars. 
Ho  question  of  inequality  of  treatment  seems  to  have  stood  in  the  way  of  these  propo- 


which  deserves  to  be  noted.  When  in 
permanently  and  completely  in  1893 


23.  In  this  connection  there  is  anothe 

Goveament  resolved  to  give  up  the  viruthi  s.  i  ^  _ 

except  for  the  special  ceremonies  in  the  capital,  the  holders  of  the  viruthi 
throughout  the  State  were  relieved  of  their  burden  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  the  case  5,sl“ 
of  the  taluks  taken  up  for  viruthi  settlement  even  these  services  were  dispensed  with,  the 
lands  being  brought  under  full  assessment.  Cut  the  holders  of  viruthi  lands  in  the  taluks 
where  viruthi  settlement  has  not  taken  place  enjoy  them  under  the  favorable  tenure 
though  their  burden  has  been  considerably  lightened.  They  have  enjoyed  them  on  the 
extremely  light  assessment  of  of  the  old  rates  for  the  past  10  years  and  will  contiuue 
to  enjoy  them  for  we  cannot  say  how  many  years  until  their  lands  are  brought  under 
settlement.  Is  this  not  another  instance  of  inequality  in  the  treatment  accorded  to 
different  taluks  in  the  working  out  of  the  same  policy?  Will  it  be  seriously  contended 
that  the  ryots  of  the  remaining  taluks  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  up  arrears  of 
assessment  from  the  date  the  other  taluks  were  brought  under  settlement  or  that  the 
ryots  in  the  latter  taluks  should  get  a  refund  of  the  tax  they  have  paid  in  past  years? 

24.  Another  argument  urged  in  favor  of  the  vilayartham  policy  is  that  the  Sirkar  {d*™ 
being  only  a  trustee  in  respect  of  the  institutions  for  the  up-keep  of  which  the  viruthicars  being 
were  required  to  supply  provisions,  it  is  not  competent  to  the  Sirkar  to  part  with  the  pro-  J'™ 
prietary  right  over  virutiu  lands  without  obtaining  a  price  for  it.  In  reply  to  this  contention  prov 
it  may  "be  observed  that  viruthi  lands  could  only  be  remotely  and  indirectly  associated  with  l"”ch' 
temples  and  charitable  institutions  because  firstly,  the  viruthi  lands  were  not  the  property 

of  the  temples  or  charitable  institutions  at  any  time  and  secondly,  the  services  rendered  by 
viruthicars  are  traced  by  competent  authorities  to  the  ancient  system  of  military  service 
which  the  Hairs  were  under  obligation  to  render  and  it  was  only  when  military  services 
were  dispensed  with  that  the  services  of  the  viruthicars  were  utilized  for  supplies  and 
labor  to  the  Palace  and  to  the  temples  and  charitable  institutions. 


This  argument  would  apply  with  greater  force  and  directness  to  the  lands 
which  originally  belonged  to  the  temples  and  were  taken  over  and  brought  under  State 
management-  during  Colonel  Munro’s  tune.  These  lands  have  been  at  the  settlement 
treated  as  ordinary  pattom  lands  and  not  a  cash  of  vilayartham  has  been  levied  on 
them.  Before  the  temples  were  brought  under  State  management  the  lands  were  treated 
asjenmom  lands  and  there  was  the  periodical  renewal  of  kanom  leases  winch  yielded 
additional  income  to  the  institutions.  All  this  has  been  put  a  stop  to  by  the  policy  of 
assumption  adopted  by  Government. 


There  would  be  some  justification  for  this  argument  if  the  so-called  viruthi  fund 
were  kept  separate  from  the  State  revenues  and  invested  for  the  benefit  of  the  institu¬ 
tions.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  fund  does  not  exist  except  on  paper. 

If  the  viruthi  system  be  held  to  have  been  created  or  kept  up  for  the  sake  of  the 
institutions  which  the  birkar  manages  as  trustee  it  is  a  question  whether  the  Sirkar  had 
the  right  to  dispense  with  the  services  at  all.  In  fact  the  argument  proves  too 


(8)  The  ordinary  rate  ol' 
therwise  of  procuring  labor  at  tb 


o  damage  from  freshes,  wild  beasts  or  other 

:or  and  wages  of  artisans  and  the  facilit}'  or 
for  agricultural  operations. 
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III.  Where  registry  is  sought  on  the  ground  of  sale,  partition,  gift  or  other- 

The  fact  of  possession  of  the  property  having  passed  to  the  applicant  will  be 
important  evidence.  This  should  be  ascertained  and  duly  recorded.  The  documentary 
evidence  hearing  on  the  transaction  under  which  registry  is  claimed  should  also  he 
entered.  The  fact  of  payment  of  tax  coupled  with  possession  will  entitle  the  applicant 
to  registry. 

IV.  Where  the  lands  sought  to  be  registered  are  pudavals,  viz.,  those  not  yet 
brought  to  account. 

In  such  cases  the  question  for  consideration  will  be  as  to  who  is  the  person  in 
possession. 

On  payment  of  the  price  of  the  land  as  fixed  by  the  settlement  officer  under 
para  10  of  the  Proceedings  of  Government  hfo  S/2U2  dated  23rd  September  1904, 
and  the  value  of  reserved  trees  if  any  fixed  under  rule  14,  Part  I,  the  land  shall  he 
registered.  If  the  amount  is  not  paid  within  3  days  after  its  being  announced 
to  the  applicant  the  land  shall  be  treated  as  “assessed  waste  at  the  disposal  of 
Government.” 


4.  In  cases  of  the  following  description  the  decisions  of  the  supervisors  shall 
be  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Deputy  or  Assistant  Settlement  Peishcar  as  the 
case  may  be. 

(1)  Lands  held  on  service  tenures  other  than  viruthi. 

(2)  Do.  appertaining  to  charitable  or  religious  endowments. 

(3)  Do.  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  Government  as  sites  of  Palaces, 

Public  Offices  &c. 

(4)  Puduvals  within  the  limits  of  towns  which  under  standing  orders  re¬ 

quire  exceptional  treatment. 

(5)  Lands  alienated  by  jenmies  and  as  such,  liable  to  Government  tax. 

(6)  Lands  granted  on  Iiiam  or  other  special  tenures. 


Classification  Register  for  wet  and  dry  lands  in  No. 
Pagudi  in  Proverty  _ Taluk. _ 
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Ref  on  C.  No.  1346/Revenue  o£  04 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 


Trivandrum,  3rd  November  1904. 


The  Dews 


of  Travancorc. 


The  Dev 


Peishkar 


ic  Settlement. 


With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  448  dated  the  19th  September  last  regarding 
the  registry  o£  lands  near  the'Neendakaray  Bar,  Quilon,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  settlement  department  should  have  surveyed  the  whole  of  the  area  covered  by 
the  accretions  and  given  survey  numbers  continuous  with  the  last  survey  no.  of  the  village 
before  they  proceeded  to  register  auy  portions  of  the  area  m  the  names  of  private  individu¬ 
als.  Now  that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  speedy  completion  of  the  balance  of 
settlement  work  in  that  taluk  the  survey  of  the  particular  area  referred  to  above  should  be 
conducted  by  the  settlement  department.  The  registration  of  the  different  plots  compris¬ 
ed  in  the  area  may  subsequently  be  effected. 

As  a  rule,  the  settlement  department  should  survey  and]  give  continuous  numbers 
to  accretions  of  land  falling  outside  the  village  survey  limits  fixed  by  the  survey  depart¬ 
ment  in  taluks  under  setflement  operations. 


(Sd)  V.  I.  KESVA  P1LLAT, 


Iluznr  Devan  Peishkar 


(rid)  G.  N.  KRISHNA  RAO, 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Trivandrum,  16th  December  1 !)()  !. 


No.  660. 
To 


The  Dewa 


o£  Travancore. 


With,  reference  to  your  vernacular  docket  No.  785  of  the  Huzur  Settlement  for¬ 
warding  for  my  enquiry  and  report  a  petition  addressed  to  His  Highness  the  Maharaja,  hy 
the  inhabitants  of  Neyattinkara  taluk,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  no  mention  is 
made  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  His  Highness  the  Maharaja,  (Land  Revenue 
Settlement)  No.  S/262  dated  23-9-04/8-2-80,  as  regards  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  in  such 
cases;  but  I  think  that  the  benefit  granted  by  the  Proceedings  should  be  extended  to 
ryots  of  tins  kind  also.  If  Government  agrees  with  me,  it  will  be  a  boon  granted  if  the 
rvots  who  have  not  already  paid  up  the  puduval  arrears  are  asked  to  pay  a  sum  equivalent 
to  5  nines  the  assessment  on  the  lands  registered  to  them  and  in  their  enjoyment. 


(Sd)  T.  RAJARAM  RAO, 


in 


Hit 


Ilf. 


Ko.-sAM 


The  Dewm  o£  Travancore, 

To 

The  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement, 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  378  dated  7th  Instant,  (enclosure  here¬ 
with  returned)  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  under  the  new  scheme  the 
sanction  of  Government  is  not  necessary  for  fixing  the  rates  of  assessment  for  individual 
properties.  In  the  present  case  as  well  as  in  similar  cases  arising  in  future  the  rates 
may  be  fixed  by  you. 

I  have  &c., 

(Sd)  .  V.  P.  MADHAVA  RAO, 


Camp,  Bodinaikanur,  19  th  March  1905. 
■  Despatched,  2dth  March  1905. 
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No.  S/137. 

From 

The  Demi  of  Trav 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
rivandrum,  28th  March  1 905. 


The  Detran  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  lsTo.  44  dated  10t.h  January  last,  and  reminders  thereto, 
proposing  that  the  period  for  presentation  of  petitions  on  rough  pattahs  be  reduced  from 
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30  to  15  days,  I  have  the  honor  to  observe  that  though  the  issue  of  rough  pottahs  has 
not  been  dispensed  with  under  the  new  scheme,  it  is  intended  tint  the  complaints  on 
rough  pattahs  should  be  looked  into  and  disposed  o£  then  and  there  by  the  superior 
officers  of  the  department  instead  of  the  elaborate  procedure,  hitherto  followed,  of  treat¬ 
ing  these  complaints  as  individual  cases  and  holding  enquiries.  The  procedure  to  lie 
•followed  in  future  is  indicated  in  para  10  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Neyyattinkara  Confer¬ 
ence.  Under  tills  procedure  it  would  be  enough  if  the  settlement  officer  publishes  a 
notice  just  before  the  issue  of  rough  pattahs  declaring  that  between -two  specified  dates 
{the  interval  may  be  one  or  two  weeks  according  to  the  number  of  pattadars  ill  a  pakudi) 
all  complaints  on  rough  pattalis  will  be  heard  and  disposed  of  in  each  pakudi.  This 
would  be  a  simpler  procedure  and  better  calculated  to  ensure  despatch  of  work  than  a 
general  rule  fixing  a  limit  of  15  days  which  in  its  practical  working  might  result  in  the 
delays  which  the,  new  scheme  is  intended  to  guard  against. 

I,  therefore,  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  arrange  for  the  procedure  indica¬ 
ted  above  being  adopted  in  future. 


I  have  &c., 
For  the  Dewan, 


Sd ./  A.  J.  VIEYEA, 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


No.  511. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Camp  Kandiyoor, 

4th  April  1905. 

22nd  Meenam  1080. 


To 


The  Dewai 


Travancore. 


Subject: — Disposal  of  settlement  records. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  there  at  present 
exists  no  definite  ruling  as  to  which  of  the  field  records  prepared  by  settlement  officers 
should  be  preserved  and  where,  and  which  of  them  may  be  destroyed  and  at  what  stage. 
The  records  of  six  out  of  the  ten  settled  taluks  have  already  come  to  the  Central  Office 
and  are  occupying  a  good  deal  of  space  besides  causing  much  anxiety  concerning  their 
preservation.  Those  of  4  more  taluks  are  expected  to  arrive  very  shortly  and  succeeding 
years  will  bring  in  their  own  additions.  It  is  therefore  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
over-crowding  and  damage,  that  some  clear.orders  should  be  passed  on  the  subject  and  I. 
solicit  the  issue  of  the  same  at  an  early  date. 


2.  Herewith  I  am  submitting  three  memos  marked  A,  B,  and  C  giving  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  records.  A  is  made  up  of  those  which  have  to  remain  in  charge  of  the 
settlement  field  party  until  the  settlement  register  for  the  taluk  is  printed  and  issued.  A 

destroyed;  but  the  selection  of  those  for  destruction  should,  I  think,  be  made  under  the 
orders  of.  Government.  The  remaining  ones  and  a  few  others  may  be  preserved  in  the 
Central  Office  where  they  are  now  brought  as  soon  as  operations  are  closed  in  the  taluk 
until  the  department  finishes  its  work  throughout  the  State  after  which  they  may  also  be 
made  over  to  the  taluk  records  or  to  any  other  place  of  safe  custody  as  the  Government 
may  direct.  Nos.  1  to  10  of  B  memo  consist  of  those  which  are  now  furnished  to  the 
ordinary  revenue  officers  of  the  taluk  for  future  revenue  administration  when  the  new 
taxes  begin  to  be  collected  there  and  Nos.  11  to  15  indicate  those  which,  I  think,  should 
be  preserved  until  another  settlement  as  was  done  with  the  old  olugus  and  vilangipcrcs, 
and  memo  C  shows  those  which  may  be  destroyed  immediately  a  taluk  is  declared 
“  settled.”  Besides  these  there  are  the  weekly  and  other  periodical  returns  received  from 
the  subordinate  officers  which,  I  think,  may  be  destroyed  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

3.  In  addition  to  the  above  there  arc  the  records  of  the  Central  Office;  but  nothing 
can  be  done  with  them  until  the  settlement  of  the  whole  State  is  over  after  which  time 
such  of  them  as  may  be  found  useful  may  be  preserved  in  the  Huzur  Cutcherry  or 
elswhere  as  might  be  considered  expedient  then,  and  the  rest  destroyed. 


(Sd.)  T.  RAJ  ARAM  ROW, 

Settlement  Dew  an  Peishkar. 


ENCLOSURE. 


A. 

LIST  OF  RECORDS  TO  BE  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE  SETTLEMENT. 
FIELD  PARTY  UNTIL  THE  ISSUE  OF 
SETTLEMENT  REGISTER. 


1  Revenue  Survey  or  ficld-to-field  plan, 

2  Minor  circuit  plan. 

3  Survey  field  sub-division  plan. 

4  Land  Register  furnished  by  survey  department. 

6  Classification  register. 

7  Kvfeit. 

8  Minor  circuit  register. 

9  Demarcation  note  book. 

10  Registers  and  records  of  registration  inquiries. 

11  Chittahs  of  all  descriptions. 


Registers  and  records  of  inquiries  on  petitions 
rough  pattahs. 

Registers  and  records  of  assignment  inquiries. 
Registers  and  records  of  escheat  inquiries  held  un 


Total  of  revenue  demand  as  per  pattahs. 


No.  06. 


Camp-Ettoomanoor, 

7th  April  1905. 

25th  Meenam  1080. 

The  Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar, 

Party  No.  V. 

The  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Trivandrum. 


date  of  the  entry  in  the  classifier’s  register.  Under  the  reorganization  the  settlement 
officer  has  been  authorised  to  grant  puduvals  to  persons  in  enjoyment,  if  they  pay 
dowl  a  price  fixed  at  the  discretion  of  the  settlement  officer  which  shall  not  exceed  five 

v  2.  As  the  registration  inquiry  is  fast  approaching,  I  think  it  is  necessary  and 
ad. viable  in  the  interests  of  the  State  revenue,  that  some  rules  are  framed  towards  the 
gui(  ce  of  registering  officers,  in  exercising  their  discretion  properly,  so  that  there  may 
be!  xe  uniformity  in  all  taluks. 

,  3.  The  amount  of  pattavila,  I  think,  in  my  humble  opinion,  should  vary  on  the 
length  of  possession.  If  it  is  an  enjoyment  tor  only  a  very  short  period,  I  think  a 
nominal  pattavila  of  one  year’s  assessment  may  be  realized.  If  it  relates  to  a  long  period 
of  possession,  I  think  the  maximum  pattavila  may  be  levied.  Unless  definite  rules  are 
issued  prior  to  the  registration  inquiry,  I  fear  that  there  will  be  no  uniformity  in  all  the 


4.  Early  orders  are  requested. 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd).  N.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR, 
Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar. 


Pcermade, 
1st  April  1905. 


My  Dear  Pbwax, 


revenue  settlement  in 
However,  that  does  not 
in  their  b.  0.  They 
generally  sound  and  in 


a  D.  0.  from  my  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  Travancore 
reply  to  one  sent  by  Mr.  Mackenzie  which  I  have  not  seen. 

consider  that  the  views  and  present  proposals  of  the  Durbar' axe 
regard  to  details  they  do  not  see  any  need  to  offer  formal  advice 


(a)  The  average  cost  o 
it  Rs.  313  per  square  mile, 
ounibly  with  the  average  a 
n  no  less  than  Rs.  1,166  per 


at  ot  the  several  causes 
ed  m  the  past,  the  most  i 
le  paragraph  5  o£  the  o: 


tier  dated  23rd  Septet 
i  Malabar.  The  work  / 
ad  but  was  found  in  ]/ 


“  The,  District  Collector  should  at  once  pubiish  a  notice  under  section  4  i 
Act  giving  two  months’  time  within  which  the  proprietors  may  apply  to  have  their  i 
registered.  He  should  also  under  section  3  of  Regulation  VII  o£  1828  delegate' 
Special  Settlement  Officer  as  Special  Assistant  Collector  the  powers  of  -a  Collector 
Act  3  of  1896.  If  the  proprietors  mostly  stand  aloof  and  put  in  no  applications, 
Special  Settlement  Officer,  on  the  expiry  of  the  two  months,  can  at  once  proceed  vmd, 
section  6  to  register  proprietors  on  the  information  collected  by  the  survey  departmen 
When  registration  is  thus  effected,  the  notification  required  by  section  9  (1)  can  be  pul 
lished  in  the  District,  Gazette  in  prescribed  form,  and  as  soon  as  rough  pattahs  can  be  pp 
pared,  they  will  be  forwarded  by  the  registered  post  if  the  pattadar’s  address  is  knot 
and  if  not,  will  be  distributed  under  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  settlement  departmi 
The  rough  pattah  so  served  will  be  the  letter  notice  required  by  section  9  (1),  and’ 
disposal  of  any  objections  which  may  be  thereupon  presented  under  section  9  (2) 
present  little  difficulty,  for  it  is  obviously  unnecessary  to  register  as  proprietor  of  an  ed 


The  first  resolution  adopted  by  the  settlement  conference  held  at  frivand 
(vide  paragraph  1  of  the  minutes)  runs  thus  : — In  the  matter  of  registratiof 
quiries  which  are  hereafter  to  be  conducted  in  the  villages  by  the  superior  officers  it 
resolved  that  the  provisions  of  Madras  Act  III  of  1896  maybe  taken  as  a  guide.’’’  I 
graphs  5  and  8  of  the  order  of  the  Darbar,  Ho.  S/262  dated  23rd  September  190jj 
Kanni  1080.  also  deal  with  registration  enciuiries  and  the  necessitv  for  Ww 


(c)  If  the  Darbar  have  not  fixed  any  definite  period  for  preferring  appeals 
against  orders  involving  enhanced  settlement  assessments  to  the  Sfcttlenaent  GeWan 
Peishkar,  some  such  period  should  be  fixed  as  otherwise  the  revision  ar‘^  correction 
of  settlement  registers  may  be  indefinitely  prolonged.  My  Government  Consider  that 
three  months  should  be  the  limit  of  time  for  appeal.  | 


(d)  It  appears  that  the  collection  of  the  new  rates  of  assessment  is  not  com¬ 
menced  until  the  printed  settlement  register  is  furnished  to  the  revenue  department. 
This  must  cause  excessive  delay  and  great  loss  of  revenue.  In  Madras  copies  of  each 
settlement  register  and  fair  chittah  with  the  increment  remission  account  are  furnished 
to  the  Tahsildars  in  manuscript  immediately  after  the  completion  of  the  hearing  of 

collected  in  the  Fasli  in  which  the  settlement  is  introduced.  The  ^collection  of  the  new 
rates  is  not  postponed  until  the  issue  of  the  printed  diglott  registers  which  takes  time 
and  such  a  course  would  necessarily  involve  considerable  delay.  The  Madras  practice 
might  with  advantage  be  followed  in  Travancore. 

partment  under  the  new  scheme”  prescribes  the  percentage  of  field  work  which 
supervisors  and  deputy  supervisors  are  expected  to  check.  The  standard  minima  in 
the  case  o£  these  officers  are  fixed  at  only  15  and  25  percent  respectively.  They 
appear  to  my  Government  to  be  far  too  low  to  ensure  accuracy  and  might  with  ad¬ 
vantage  be  raised  to  25  and  50  per  cent  respectively  ,  so  as  to  secure  greater  accuracy 
of  out-turn  without  unduly  hampering  the  progress  of  settlement  operations.  In  the 
Madras  settlement  department  supervisors  and  head-classifiers  are  required  to  check 
30  and  75  per  cent  respectively  of  the  work  of  the  classifiers.  Moreover,  the  Travan¬ 
core  rules  do  not  prescribe  any  daily  out-turn  of  work  in  the  case  of  classifiers.  In 
Malabar,  the  standard  rate  per  diem  including  the  preparation  of  accounts  was 
generally  as  follows: — 


(f)  Paragraph  4  of  the  minutes  of  the  settlement  conference  held  at  Kuzhitura 
lengthl  Keyyattinkara  contains  the  following  remarks  on  rule  20  of  the  Travancore  Regi- 

of  pos?  “  Under  this  rule  it  is  necessarry  that  at  the  counting  of  trees  not  only  the 
issuMjier  but  two  of  the  neighbouring  ryots  should  be  present.  This  is  not  always 
tajjBfowed.  The  rule  contains  a  salutary  provision  and  deserves  to  be  followed  in  its 
JjjKtirety."  My  Government  fear  that  this  rule  is  likely  to  retard  settlement  work.  In 
Malabar  no  such  condition  was  made  and  there  is  no  provision  of  Law  in  British  terri- 
‘  tory  under  which  ryots  can  be  compelled  to  attend  at  the  tree  counting  operation  of 
their  own,  much  less  of  their  neighbour’s  trees. 


5.  3.:  In  conclusion  mv  Government  in  from  me  that  if  His  Highness’  administra- 

|  ;tion  defeire  to  benefit  fully  by  the  experience  gained  by  the  Madras  settlement  depart- 
I  ment  in  Malabar  andSouth  Canara,  the  Districts  which  have  most  in  common  with 
|  Travancore,  they  would  be  prepared  to  consider  an  application  for  the  loan  of  the 
|  services  of  a  settlement  officer  who  has  been  employed  in  those  Districts. 

I  Believe  me  &c. 

(Sd).  J.  ANDREW. 


t 


V.  P.  MADHAVA  RAO  Esquire,  C.  I.  E. 

Dewan  o£  Travancore. 


Huzur  Cutehery  on  tour, 
Camp  Thiruvalla,  8th  April  1905. 

i  the  Dewan  Peishkar,  Revenue  Settlement,  for  an  expression  o£ 
everal  points  touched  upon. 


(Sd).  V.  P.  MADHAVA  RAO, 


In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  96  dated  7th  April  1905  25th  Meenam  1080, 1  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  when  the  enjoyment  is  for  less  than  5  years,  the  assessment 
for  the  actual  period  of  enjoyment  should  be  levied,  but  if  it  is  5  years  and  above,  only 
5  years’  assessment  should  be  levied. 

I  have  &c., 

(Sd).  T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


No.  596. 
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Settlement  Central  Office, 
Trivandrum, 

Slat  April  1905. 

From 

The  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 


The  Dewan  of  Travancore. 
Subject - Registry  of  puduval  lands. 


With  reference  to  the  registry  of  puduval  lands,  para  10  of  the  Proceedings  of 
Government,  Ko.  S/262  dated  23rd  September  1904/8th  Kannil080,  lays  down  that  ‘‘in 
future  the  settlement  department  may  grant  puduval*  to  persons  in  enjoyment  if  they 
pay  down  at  once  a  price  fixed  at  the  discretion  of  the  settlement  officer  which  shall  not 
exceed  five  times  the  assessment.  If  such  person  does  not  produce  the  amount  forthwith, 
the  land  should  he  treated  as  ‘assessed  waste'  at  the  disposal  of  Government  ”,  A  diffi¬ 
culty  arises  in  this  procedure  in  taluks  where  assessment  work  has  not  been  started  or 
finished.  In  such  cases  we  do  not  know  what,  assessment  the  puduval  land  might  have 
to  pay  and  a  registration  decision  might  on  that  account  have  to  he  put  off,  and  T  have 

person  in  enjoyment,  the  realisation  of  the  value  being  left  to  be  done  at  the  time  of  issu¬ 
ing  rough  pattahs.  If  the  amount  is  not  produced  then,  the  land  may  be  treated  as 
‘  assessed  waste  ’  at  the  disposal  of  Government.  A  very  early  reply  is  requested. 

I  have  &c., 

Sd /.  T.RAJARAM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 

22nd  April  1905. 


The  Dewan  of  Travancore. 

■  Subject- - Re-surveytof  Dmaymialhar  Sanketham  m  the  Qmhn  taint. 

Sir, 

In  reDlv  to  vour  letter  No.  S/321  dated  4th  November  1904  forwarding  for  my 
report  copy  of  Survey  Superintendent’s  letter  No.  485/248  dated  30th  August  1904,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report. 


a«cYi>au”or 

-M33T3  a 


^  of.  o  'y>  ajonX'0  a/o- 

^ajlssinmnnajojjl  s^ail.g 

nJciu3aao  ■5>rO(objjoai<a.5ai3oan  ®r3i)aJajs>l2iolcsila!i>  g&jtg-jmcoaob  <&&«!««)  rah  swm 
swsvaaj'snrvjjjSaj.aliTO  2jmJtOaa.t>;i.i<oiKfi)aj1o,  ^@-oocr)3(iiib  a-igoamoStab  <ns<b3sins 
a&Da^olsmiiajiiarVcj-jlera  ro^ga.  crumcii  <xma.la.  mauii  cnlei 
iskoIoo  aj§ii»(B«fi1(Y4«Jslc*iga.(5>la<!>  mVir^Oittl^  mri>‘  ni  fils 
«  ,n  Gsstflooftgj  «#£)3<Ka&£!  <«SI®KiAaea)9^<»ca»nivfflla|  «ft&s>o£\&w3.iA 
»»£«an»-K>@  «oj[loaig^Cf»(»)l(»u<aa  q/SlifrailiisraajJ.ajsijiJcim  ole^iicn 
w*  »  diesis  <nKui£jo  sis.osiaJolOTnnaajenVjjjlM  &<»a>s)ggUu  sfissasowann 

,■ ':e  b?  tin' settle-  ojJ3a:'5iD!ai'YV!Js!TO)casg.o  Jtijq  gogyocaJtMScrulisacvrcj)  SJB 

ii-Bi-  "j  iti-.h  eaojiwjo  njagnjoa^lsrornlejoasm'ifwo  qo)eJo(Y>Sj-)l<?&i<9ss  aruacfleajral  -aj3 

-C  iv-'T’cs;  1  ®j»3«lC«'aoto3®,  ajtfalqJiSWTOiasra!.  ajcuio  a®oao®  tfrtBtaigjJ 

ittl<9onm3i339">  <fc%8!aiaa<J0f»  am<r»|>civ&^W:>5i!Jg)  av®aa;aji£l®a>» 

<9,330  ®)lc95!33Y!n(U.aflio  mcvjy  (Dsraiailgjaciaga5'®™ 

olGj-pflai  ailaj/fiajl.oltsonmioina-fuo)^  *s,^aJcD5’3os>  ‘ 


(n-4(Oi*'l34'>l«sil>S<i8»<Hfo  ajjaamam  israax/Jloajj^fflraitaa.o^.ftranaan 


•°‘QV$ 


_an!>23$o  oauxCIgjlaliioi)  sxn'a^Mif^^'a-^Sicmdksnj  ffisnso:iv<n<9,a5 
tT--2'-aaJ^sa®o®;igq  mi3;Sala>a°Afi®<>  aauEjmtoiajo  rosaMKta™ 

«■»  »6Vab-»J ®Vnca»osKAo’i»»aj<a>3ciSl  om^aownli!*  aAsa^rflweajonnnomng^lfli  msrnml 

jwmm  ®^33a.3«)2rri3o  ag)sp«iil®4icm  c^mna&^taimwlaag^o  .pSi-Oocncnja)  qjgosa.-o 
mo  .a.slgjlsjdxsocicws  eug>*>  ®s^«am93i*.ota'fe»'<>  eg,=qj 

m^oaajokwwk!)®,  swfcMiajo) w<tajn3ra>nfc  sioiaoaso  .»%§>sut*»  «ao£aow 
n^q.a«Bi5.vi®!lsraKtfl|».(i>,W>  0-0  ajo  ctfftJo  cr,s:ya.3r»°  awralcoas.  ao'-Oomaoi*  „i 

.vy^oTKmo  ovgai/  e.-u«5Bfcy,o)  jjaa^D.Majsa-uj-j  ssoi^SrusiW  (U3fflBl(»®a3»laj,'o  «J§5U 
oj^oao  a'aaqjol'*  atm3aflaKntaw3>.irj>eio  <oo«332>l  <.j3atosvfl.»s®sia«aar»oj»  Aasanoo 
ma^-rnTnlaeiifr,  ,a.«a3S!f®o5la&i«a  aoa's;a<tr£»j3SJSc  msw-y. 
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m  <9.slMls>Ma  6o fcOonajas  Ajycososoib  #oo  <u otnlaiasarva  aieja.ntrfks) 
adlgedMioe-urokih  aj)»la»w{)|ai«,'3)flf«te  e.ojal.ub.iJ.'OilajaJDsitiAo  arta&awl  .i>a*au«  . 

oooClaftboaMbCrwaK  .fcsIggteiMsiooai  woo  «joo»»  aaoMaiso'-oaoo  t* 

®d».36><3ra.aiom>n_;  iiBshc-.it>>  oo  ojoojo  ohlejooIW  oososoomdilciao  »o  ajocintao  nosy 

tD  30'^  IT.  iy>  oJOa^G  liaiD^OOO  noo  nJOOOltiJO  TISg-JtOPO.tB  V  5>  nJO"otoi'6i3ilOJO  «g&3>j;o0 

oiW.rrnGilaoo  oSlcaasilajo  nvaarol^o  ogitfOTteosatr-aj^o  .-osawAoosStffl^o 

rt9j=j  e0  v'rolcfc'vo^Ti^o  'sv®  a^/nsjfjicoi'i^raacuaoiO  ^f»i*.9!»oO!)^j3fA  .a.fflojwfrtno 

0{y  yu"  ■rri^oTkiij.j  cosing  snsetuolob  aomowUMtlamft  *00  sJowhuawStafll)  siom 
s.^ktkA^o  r^aneaooiismsiara'nolsi  331(31  ewcojuW^o  oJ®B'oow>.35««®!aS.®  »®jfcps>«> 
<£foo3uia3«sm309s  bock.  a^iaj<fl®ooab  m.oosiaiolaiiinoojsnujj  ®®gjojo  <o,s 

ggisHnWsaaim  maaatigp  aSHfio>lc3i^§o9isoo!<>  trgjaaj/  ivo  o  locrStao  oosnro  fits®** 

aolansrojlonjo  <a>®oitnlrsg)c3j(in3  aa-oomcn-iiE  ojcaaDiaraoraa-ji  :>3r>.  aono aj/iovv o j  aitnrabcnj 
OT«»'j)t*KS.l§l«!(  «.ig®aJA3-»?aa*«>aft}3®3»  (s3»“ff>?(y«>«vo)4}  jfoS  ra-robtaoaofo'iljljocri)  <o># 

o/mlsigjona  fasysOo  ra)cfoiiJroSl33ie..33«r.23:B®<M.3W  oo.racal  ^.aso  isremoaxo  ntS)5frewa«0i 
rsuinlnoo  ffisawsoisJaja  («va@  o®y3slo0<it)«o3a-a3®)  o»-9a*>  aiogpio  alorxngj^sM^l  .ugo?) 
rantfiaa  .ijos^mlilminaowaTKYno  «jg«-miinsn*3«y?<w»l  som330.'l  ajgoawo^^osa 

omrolcra  ^rairoraajsi'raa^afsvmnjcfjsiio  eaejo  .a>!t-ocjS)g,i%,o  gtOj^aoasisoroa.oayravinliob  raxi* 

miolaao  sDsaraaxnfflrEo  sisOjOsojyolai'.aaajiicyv^  o\  2tra>).ajl|a&,'ii>lmg^o  tOiraoisilraboil^aa. 
rosayo  *sn|  ^aajl.siaocaliabasroffls  otegj3^si.aJ<Yra  riW3§  i8r8ai/3jlra)<flonY)Qsj<9,3®ajo  raiao 

6o',ab.33ib  (3i3elsxJ3ii'J>aj§!r5)=9i(Ynra)l(i2gffjo  goeysoo  siioawmBiliaa.  nj§3ann(B»j  Gegsigjs 

ssydJI  onrabg-jraflab;^  carataflf  amia»l  njralasisflolceaooo^jaisiCTilco  orjleioooSjtjASoialms 
Go.to*)  ^j|tug®i«i)c3>37«cfleans»i3sisn3ons  <3ilji-i3ralcSs,onaj®<Yi0o  oaagjecujlojloaiobliabfol.'rao 
ofca<n.-3a®tir)aru'oW)  *=  o -y  o-oassns  Aoraantwo  *an^  n®sp;rola2ino)3uirr3;i  ainT>|ii>)c9fflara. 

^axlicnosie.!  a«B  Givis'®  mrabajratfljbaj  c«rol3£t§  ajfflfiaBKB  an^s>ao330  ifXdsasIcObOo 
g33!)jj  035.33331003®  e&OSKSYJlOTlejo  33S<9aCVT>a)0ri>  ^‘jraraimlajraYJltanfilOOJ’o  g;5®l|sk  obi 
mo  onsjjAomainb  t&owsirmaolaioYtnlacYiioayo  3>js»  sB!(3i-,ano6ii&n38a  ^armoajjlffiosejOtnsrncrra 


®3oo3®«nin«ssi&  macnsoMnsflejaa.  ookimiBlora^.  abo  •  0.14J  ,9,0  <u . 

g»o  si&Dgsmtn^si^osn?,  ,arac.3TldJsaGdDJ3gi>K>)lf5b  Qooolgnimomjo  crahujaxtab^  at, 

®1®I|  o-isnlfflmanaia^aaaia  elommgjfiWBl  ajraiteom  oosgjInRjorwo  caofirarmirolcrorab  ojuT 
aWcnhib  ontomo  «voffi'l<y33f5igj§lioWnnn@eo.iosiei  92aJ»o,SKn  njgcaisinmo  e&3ng_|e,!Wi5) 

gj|(jJ§!a'o  fflj3,3=gj3coaa.6VB)om  alaJa.olaa™.  isvoonloEg^o  csgosvo.g)  03sravis|iU5itaioaaL 
6130o. 

sa^oyl  °@ej3o  noj3ttra.ma®0*  cuosi^  sxvuooMfflaoAa  sKiooi  Crucffissis,  ®a.c» 
gjl-y  aisiaidKiOyo  oaiomo. 


ffiSlaJOJlbtSa  (TO3U103O  <l®ip(!S>lcx!J 
oliuoriA.  ail,  cul  aoaiaraocsi’ii^ 
3oSI.  00®,  22. 
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Huziir  Ouceherryo 
Trivandrum,  .1th  May  1U05' 


No.  S j 


The  Dewan  o£  Travuncoro. 


To 


'  I  have  the  honours  aeknowlclge  your,  letter  No.  612  dated  SSud  Ultimo  re¬ 
garding  the  limits  ot  the  ['mayanallur  JJankedram. 

2  It  not  clc  i-  him  ihi  Ui-(  i  u  Pu-'lll,  w  [H  I  1 1  mw  No  >«  dmd  lUth 
August  1905- or  the  sketch  therewith  forwarded  what.  the  leal  nature  ol.  the  dispute 
between  the  (government,  and  the  Akavoor  haiunooupail  i.-.  In  the  bmuj  Mipu- 
intendent  s  letter  No.  48o/24b  dated  <J0th  August  1304,  copy  ol  ninth  was  lotw.udi.il  to 
you  with  this  office  No.  S/321  dated  4th  November  last,  it  was  stated  that  the  lands  m. 
dispute  had  been  measured  into  9  survey  ntnuocrs  and  all  that  remained  tin  the  settle¬ 
ment  department  to  do  was  to  take  up  the  question  o£  in  whose  names  these  siini-.y 
numbers  should  he,  registered  ami  on  what  tenure.  The  action  now  taken  h\  the  Assis¬ 
tant  Peislikar  m  fixing  a  new  hue  of  boundary  seems  to  be  at  variance  with  this  view  of 
the  ease-  The  sketch  prepared  bv  the  Assistant  Peishkar  does  not  show  how  i lie  line 
fixed  by  turn  effects  the  9  survey  numbers  referred  to  by  the  Purvey  hupenntondent.  how 
it  differs,  if  at  all.  from  the  plan  prepared  by  the  survey  deportment  mid  what  the  hue  ot 
boundary  would  be  according  to  the  original  contention  ol  the  bovmnuent,  and  the 
Akavoor  Natnbooripad  respectively.  I  Would  in  these  circumstances  request  t  on  i.o  place 
yoursclt  m  communication  witn  the  Survey  Superintendent  and  ascertain  exactly  what 
the  question  for  decision  is.  whether  it  rulers  m  the  boundaries  or  the  settlement  of 
individual  fields,  A  lull  report  showing  the  nature  of  tlie  dispute  and  how  it,  is  proposed 
to  settleit  is  awaited.  The  survey  plan  of  the  locality  with  the  modifications  pnijtoscxt 
marked  on  it  should  also  be  forwarded  with  your  report. 

3.  This  is  an  important  matter  and  I  would  request  your  early  attention  to  it.. 


The  plan  and  records  received  with  your  letter  are  returned. 


Sd/.  V.  P.  MAOflAVA  KAO, 


1)  e  w 


4.  la  merging  the  cesses  to  be  retained  in  the  wet  assessment,  it  will 
suffice  if  the  total  amount  for  a  taluk  proposed  to  be  so  merged 
is  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Settelment  Peishkar.  Its  distribution 
over  the  different  survey  numbers  may  be  left  to  the  settlement  agency 
and  need  not  be  shown  separately  from  the  wet  assessment  for  each 
number. 

3.  I  trust  I  have  made  it  clear  that  it  is  a  misnomer  to  call  the  extra  cess  added  to 
-the  wet  assessment  a  water-rate.  I  would  publish  a  notification  at  the  time  of  announcing 
tho  rates  to  sav  that  Government  reserves  to  itself  the  right  of  levying  such  water-rate 
•as  it  may  consider  reasonable  for  the  additional  supply  to  be  provided  by  the  const, ruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Petehipara  reservoir  and  connected  works  and  that  the  wet  assessment  and 
-ivater-rate  now  imposed  represent  only  the  tax  on  the  irrigacional  advantages  now 
enjoyed  bv  the  lands  in  Nanchanad  and  the  other  taluks  in  the  Southern  Division. 

1  have  &e., 

(Sd).  V.  I>.  MADHAYA  11  A(>, 


No.  S/337. 


To 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  9tli  May  1905. 

The  Dewan  of  Travancore. 

The  Devan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 


I=='  In  reply  to  your  Sadhanom  No.  101  dated  6th  March  1905,  regarding  the 
fixing  of  the  rate  of  assessment  on  lands  in  Mekkara  village,  Shencottah  taluk,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  suggestion  that  these  lands  be  assessed  like  other 
lands  at  such  rate  as  the  settlement,  officer  may  fix  and  the  difference  between  the  as¬ 
sessment  thus  fixed  and  the  old  tax  be  treated  as  a  deduction  on  account  of  the  special 
tenure,  is  approved.  The  area  outside  the  wet  and  dry  lands  specifically  mentioned  in 
-the  grant,  which  also  is  to  be  registered  in  the  name  of  the  Matom  as  puduval,  may  he 
dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  recent  rulings  (para  10  of  the  Settlement.  Proceeding 
JXo.  S/262  dated  23rd  September  1 904). 


Sd/.  V.  P.  MADHAYA  KAO, 
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we  are  fixing  it  at  so  much  per  parah  of  field.  In  doing  so  we.  are  trying  to  carry  in 
our  minds  the  deep-rooted  popular  idea  that  a  certain  extent  of  land  which  is  capable  of 
receiving  a  certain  quantity  of  paddy  seed  will  yield  to  the  cultivator  so  much  fold  of 
the  seed  sown,  and  to  the  proprietor  who  leases  it  out,  so  much  fold  as  rent,  and  we 
have  fixed  our  wet  land  assessment  rates  under  this  idea.  The  highest  rate  of  assess¬ 
ment  Government  have  sanctioned  is  10J  fold  of  the  seed  capacity  minus  10%  for  un¬ 
profitable  areas  of  each  field  or  a  net  rate  of  9.45  and  the  lowest  is  }  of  the  seed  capa¬ 
city  minus  the  usual  deduction  on  account  of  unprofitable  areas  or  .675.  I  think  that 
in  former  settlements  the  seed  capacity  was  more  or  less  practically  ascertained  or  known 
and  the  yield  was  also  known  and  the  fixing  of  assessment,  though  unequal  on  actual 
areas,  was  practically  just  and  its  incidence  was  proportionals  to  the  out-turn  of  produce. 
I  do  not  think  that  wc  can  say  the  same  thing  of  the  imaginary  parah  wc  arc  introduc¬ 
ing  into  our  accounts  in  these  2  taluks.  Here  nobody  has  ascertained  whether  an  area 
which  formerly  could  receive  and  grow  7  parahs  and  2  edannulies  of  seed  would  now 
receive  and  grow  only  6  1/7  parahs  or  5  3/7  parahs.  Without  ascertaining  this,  to  incur  a 
loss  of  assessment  appears  to  me  doubtful  poiicv.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  ascertain  it  at 
this  stage  of  settlement  operations.  If  our  wet  land  assessment  had  been  carried  out 
according  to.  the  spirit  of  para  16  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  and  if  we  had  then  incurred 
loss  in  one  direction  and  secured  profit  in  another,  or  if  we  had  eveu  suffered  a  complete 
loss  in  the  aggregate  by  following  the  prescribed  course.  I  should  have  nothing  to 
object  to,  but  we  have  receded  from  that  Proclamation  as  far  away  as  possible  and  made 
our  assessment  rates  suit,  if  not  coincide  with,  the  old  net  tax  on  each  neld,  .so  much 
so  that  no  10  adjoining  fields  having  the  same  natural  features,  capacity  and  conditions 
can  be  said  to  bear  the  same  or  even  approximate  rates  of  assessment.  Our  object  in 
adopting  this  course  has  been  to  prevent  the  people  from  complaining  that  their  old 
burdens  have  been  raised,  but  I  do  not  see  whv  we  should  lower  tnose  burdens  when 
nobody  complains  of  their  heaviness,  simply  because  wc  wish  to  substitute  an  liuasruiary 
measure  of  area.  I  therefore  deprecate  the  fixing  of  a  rate  of  assessment  which  will, 
owing  to  these  reasons  and  none  other,  give  a  lower  revenue  demand  than  under  the  old 
ayacut.  When  we  found  as  in  the  taluks  of  lovala.  Nedumnngad  and  Ambalapuzha.  that 
our  lowest  rates  were  too  heavy  for  certain  lands,  wc  introduced  a  still  lower  rate,  namely. 
anetrateof'54ofthesced  capacity,  and  thus  kept  down  the  people’s  burdens.  Reversing 
that  process,  when  we  find  that  the  highest  rate  sanctioned  is  too  low  and  jeopardise  Govern¬ 
ment  revenue,  we  will  be  justified  if  we  adopt  certain  special  rates  over  and  above  the 
ordinarily  sanctioned  highest  one,  and  apply  them  to  special  cases  to  bring  up  the  assess¬ 
ment  to  its  old  level,  and  nobody  can  pronounce  this  course  unfair.  In  short,  I  would 
give  up  the  old  kottah  and  substitute  instead  the  parah  of  »•!  cents  for  uniformity  of 
measurement  throughout  the  State,  but  assess  each  parah  with  a  rate  which  will  not  bring 
down  the  net  revenue  demand  to  less  than  what  it  lias  been  m  the  past  and  for  that 
purpose,  if  the  present  maximum  rates  are  too  low,  raise  them  m  special  instances. 

.4.  I  know  that  in  introducing  a  uniform  standard  of  one  parah  equal  to  14  cents 
throughout  the  State  where  the  parah  measure  is  already  m  existence  there  might  be 
loss  to  Government  revenue  in  places  besides  these  2  taluks  and  it  might  be  said  that 
there  is  no  special  reason  why  we  should  not  bear  a  loss  m  the  latter  •  as  m  the  former. 
No  doubt  it  is  a  strong  argument;  only  there  is  this  difference,  namely,  that  the  Royal 
Proclamation  expressly  contemplates  it  in  the  one  case  while  it  is  sileut  vwth  regard  to  the 
other.  All  that  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that  if  we  grant  a  reduction  of  taxation  on  this 
account,  the  people  should  know  and  appreciate  it.  T  have  placed  my  views  before  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  Kalkulam  taluk  is  ready  for  the  issue  of  rougn  pattahs  on  a  decision  of 
this  question  being  communicated  to  me  by  Government,  and  I  solicit  early  orders. 

I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 

Settlement  Dewan  Peishcar, 
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ENCLOSURE. 

Translation  of  Huzur  Sadhanom  (Settlement  Branch), 

Mo. 248  dated  9-2-1 077. 

With  reference  to  vour  SadhanomNo.  2791-669  dated  oth  Karkadakom  1076  re¬ 
commending  the  retention,  of  the  present  kottah  area  for  wet  lands  in  the  taluks  of 
Eranie!  and  Kalkulam  in  preference  to  ita  conversion  into  parah  area  as  has  been  done 
■in  the  adjoining  taluk  of  Vilavaneode  where  too  tile  kottah  area  was  formerly  in  vogue 
on  the  ground  that  the  extent  in  areas  of  a  kottah  is  not  uniform  and  is  less  than  that 
of  its  accepted  equivalent  in  parahs  and  that  in  consequence  the  adoption  of  the  parah 
urea  results  in  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  demand  from  the  old  ayacut  amount  and  is 
thus  prejudicial  to  Government  interests,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  it 
is  desirable  to  defer  the  decision  of  the  question  until  the  block  statements  for  the  taluks 
are  prepared  and  the  financial  results  of  the  present  settlement  are  known.  The  matter 
may  be  laid  before  Government  when  the  block  statements  are  submitted  for  sanction. 

I  have  &c.,  ' 

(Sd).  K.  KRISHNASWAMY  ROW, 

Dewan. 
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Wyt  ©rinatt  of  Cta&ancoxt, 


Tm 


TRIVANDRUM. 


CuSBAir,  KxjRKUDI  AND  POLIYARA  Masiams 


edfuli.y  Shoxveth , 


^  our  memorialists  learn  with  great  concern  that  in  the  settlement  operations 
now  going  on  in  the  Shencottah  taluk  it  is  proposed  to  treat  the  lands  known  by  the 
tenure  “Bhattavrithi”  (in  the  said  3  Maniams  o£  Cuebah,  Kurkudi  and  Puliyara)  as 
Personal  Inams  falling  under  section  24  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1061  and 
to  tax  the  Bhattavrithi  lands  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  other  than  the  originaL  grantees 
or  their  descendants  with  one  half  the  full  pattom  assessment  as  required  by  clause  3 
of  the  said  section  24. 

2.  Your  memorialists  respectfully  beg  to  submit  that  the  proposal  is  untenable 
to  the  real  nature- of  the  incidents  of  the  tenure  “Bhattavrithi.” 

3.  Sections  24  and  25  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  contemplate  2  classes  ot' 
Personal  Inams;  (in  addition  to  Service  Inams  which,  however,  do  not  bear  upon  the 

(i)  Personal  Inams  which  when  alienated  by  sale  or  otherwise  by  the  original 
.grantee  or  his  descendants  become  by  usage  liable  to  revision  of  tax  by  the  process  of 
Ottivilakkam,  (section  24). 

(ii)  Personal  “grants  made  to  Brahmins  and  others  entirely  rent-free  or  other 
Inams  of  a  similar  nature”  reepuriog  exceptional  treatment  (section  25). 

In  para  8G  of  the  Settlement  Memorandum  of  the  14th  April  1885  by  the  then. 
Dewan  Mr.  V.  Ramaiengar,  c.  i.  n.,  these  Personal  Inams  are  described  thus: — 

"Personal  grants  are  of  a  charitable  nature  and  given  either  as  a  reward  for 
“services  rendered  or  as  a  mark  of  favour.  They  consist  of  two  classes — those  which  by 
“custom  the  holders  are  not  at  liberty  to  alienate  and  those  which  they  may  freely 
“transfer  at  their  pleasure.  The  former,  so  long  as  they  continue  in  the  family  of  the 
“holder,  are  left  undisturbed,  but  when  they  arc  absolutely  transferred  to  another,  they 
“cease  to  be  Inams  and  become  subject  to  the  same  rules  ns  lands  held  under  the  Otti 
“tenure  i.  e.  they  become  liable  to  an  increased  assessment  at  each  alienation  till  they 
“become  subject  to  the  full  assessment.  The  second  class  of  personal  grants  may  be 
“transferred  by  sale,  gift  or  otherwise,  the  original  tenure  remaining  unaltered.” 

It  will  be  noted  that  section  24,  clause  3.  relates  to  the  first  class  of  Personal 
Inams  above  mentioned  and  section  25  relates  to  the  second. 


4.  In  the  settlement  o£  the  two  taluks  o£  Nanchanad,  section  25  of  the  Procla¬ 
mation  has  been  given  effect  to  and  for  the  lands  known  as  “Kudi  Jenmam,”  “Danom” 
and  similar  tenures  which  were  alienable  and  which  were  by  usage  not  liable  to 
Ottivilakkam  and  increased  assessment  at  each  alienation,  the  old  tax  lias  alone  been 
continued  even  when  the  lands  have  been  found  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  alienees  and 
not  in  the  possession  of  the  original  grantees  or  their  descendants. 

o.  Your  memorialists  further  learn  that  in  the  case  of  the  tenure  known  as 
“Brahmadayam”  in  the  taluk  of  Shencottah  itself,  it  is  proposed  to  apply  section  25  of 
the  Proclamation  and  to  allow  the  old  tax  alone  to  continue  in  the  present  settlement,  as 
this  ‘Brahmadayam’  tenure  consists  o£  Danom  gifts  to  Brahmins  and  do  not  como 
under  the  purview  of  section  24. 

6.  Your  memorialists  beg  to  submit  that  the  ‘Bhattavrithi’  lands  are  also 
entitled  to  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  ‘Brahmadayam’  as  both  are  cognate  tenures, 
tlic  difference  in  the  two  names  being  simply  this,  viz.,  ‘ Brahmadayam ’  denotes  j Danom 
grants  made  to  a  collective  body  of  Brahmins  -while  k Bhattavrithi  denotes  Danoms  to 
'individuals ,  in  both  cases  the  grantees  being  Brahmins.  In  the  case  of  !*>th  these  Inams 
it  is  section  25  and  none  else  that  can  apply. 


7.  So  far  as  the  applicability  of  clause  3  of  section  24  is  concerned,  the  only 
test,  as  already  pointed  out,  is  to  see  whether  a  given  Inam  tenure  litis  been  by  usage- 
liable  to  Ottivilakkam  and  payment  of  increased  tax  at  successive  alienations.  That 
not  attach  to  the  Bhattavrithi  lands  and  the  process  of  Ottivilakkam 
of  increased  tax  does  not  and  did  not  at  any  time  obtain  in  reference 
ands  is  an  undoubted  fact.  Your  memorahsts  learn  that  having  regard  to 
d.  viz.,  that  the  Bhattavrithi  lands  were  all  given  at  one  time  to  the  Brahmins 
icient  Rajahs  and  had  no  Ottivilakkam,  the  bettlement  Dewan  Peishcar  had 
led  in  his  report  that  these  ‘Bhattavrithi’  lands  m  the  possession  of  the 
ould  not  be  subjected  to  the  Ottivilakkam.  which  of  course  meant,  should  not 
under  clause  3  of  section  24.  It  has  to  be  specially  noted  that  this 

- lation  was  only  in  accord  with  the  principle  authoritatively  laid  down  in  the 

Proclamation  and  recognised  in  the  settlement  of  cognate  tenures  m  Kanohmiad  already- 


adverted  to.  But  that  recommendation _ _ _ _ _ _ 

They  took  it  to  mean  Ottivilakkam  for  the  present  and  none  for  the  1 
construction,  however,  there  is  no  basis  at  all  as  the  Proclamation  ( 
future  Ottivikkkam.  Hence  the  Pcishcar’s  recommendation  did  mean 

tenure  untouched.  Owing  to  this  misconception  the  Government,  it 
that  Ottivilakkam  be  applied  jiow  under  clause  3  of  section  24.  If, 
that.  Government  completely  rejected  the  Pcishkar’s  recommendauor 
independent  pronouncement,  then  also  the  position  of  Government 


For  this 


uld  seem,  has  held 


by  the  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar  in  his  report  that  in  a  Variola'  dated  the  9th  Kanni 
943  M.  E.,  framed  by  the  then  Minister  Dalawa  Subbien,  the  ‘Bhattavrithi’  lauds  are 
described  as  Inam  grants  liable  to  enhanced  tax ae  in  the  manner  of  Ottivilakkam  when 
such  lands  change  hands  from  the  original  family’.  That  this  Variola  which  purports  to  have 
Been  prepared  in  943  for  the  treatment  of  the  various  kinds  of  tenures  in  the  Shencottah 
taluk, _  was  never  acted  upon  in  reference  to  Bhattavrithi  is  admitted  by  the  Settlement  Peish¬ 
kar  himself  in  his  report.  Further  the  original  of  this  Variola  is  said  to  be  not  forthcoming, 
but  only  a  copy  in  a  mutilated  form  exists.  It  is  also  clear  that  none  of  the  rules  laid  down 
in  reference  to  other  tenures  have  been  adopted  and  carried  out.  This  Variola  lays  down 
that  in  the  ease  of  Brahmadayams,  such  of  these  lands  as  have  passed  into  the  hands  of 
omn-Brakmm  alienees  must  be  restored  to  the  Brahmins  of  the  village  on 

the  return  of  the  purchase  money  which  those  non-Brahinins  have  paid  and  in.  the  case 
of  Bhattavrithi  lands  which  have  been  alienated  to  non-Brahrnins  certain  alterations 
should  be  made:  in  assessing  the  tax.  It  is  a  note-worthy  fact  that  neither  of  these 
procedures  was  ever  adopted  in  the  case  of  Brahmadayam  or  Bhattavrithi  lands,  though 


whereabouts  are  unknown.  All  these  grants  were  made  prior  to  the  last  Ayakat  of  966. 
The  Ayakat  registry  holders  themselves  were  not  generally  the  original  grantees. 
When  properties  passed  from  the  Ayakat  registry  holders,  the  purchasers  cared  very 
little  to  receive  the  former  title-deeds.'  The  present  holders  are  mostly  not  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  the  holders  under  the  last  Ayakat.  Under  these  circumstances,  only  a  few  of 
the  Uimasasanams  which  relate  to  these  Bhattavnthi  lands  are  now  forthcoming  and  these 
are  placed  iu  the  appendix  and  marked  as  exhibits  lto".  In  this  connection  what  is 
contained  iu  para  32!)  of  the  Settlement  Memorandum  above  referred  to  is  pertinent. 
Mr.  Hnmiengar  says,  “The  probability  is  that  the  holders  will  be  unable  iu  the  great 
majority  of  cases  to  produce  the  original  title-deeds  or  other  documents  on  which  their 
title  rests,  but  the  revenue  accounts  will,  I  hope,  furnish  the  necessary  evidence 
without  the  production  of  other  proof  which  may  reasonably  be  alleged  to  have  been 
lost  by  lapse  of  time.'’ 


Bhattavritbi.’ 


15.  Of  the  Danasasanams  in  the  appendix,  cxihibits  I  to  4  were  granted  by  the 
chiefs  who  owned  parts  of  the  Shcncottah  taluk  before  they  were  annexed  to  Travnn- 
core  and  exhibits  5,  6  and  7  are  Danom  giants  by  the  Travancore  Maharajahs  them¬ 
selves.  It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  all  these  documents  that  every  one  of  them  evi¬ 
dences  Dan  urn  to  Brahmins  and  gives  to  the  donee  absolute  right  of 


. .  . . .  there  is  even  pronouncement  of  curse 

those  who  mdy  interfere  with  such  right.  (Vide  exhibit  3  where  it  is  said  “  , ui 

QptrQg&tit  i_jewr6!OT?«7rsh'n«6TT  &gasams&)jru2eti 

iMir^n  t9ptrss&rr  qupusQeD#  Qpresppjd Quirojirir&tsirir.issifih')  In  most  of  these 
documents,  the  tax  winch  has  to  he  paid  is  also  mentioned  in  the  document  itself,  and  that 
is  the  tax  that  is  being  paid  to  this  day  though  some  cesses  or  i-jjTajGS'.x&s?it,  such  as, 
watcher  tax  &c,.  are  also  levied  in  addition  to  Poruppu  (Qu/tq^uu)  or 

Thankarom  (^<Sr*.iru>).  Iu  exhibit  5,  a  Danom  granted  in  959  by  H  H.  Knkisekura 
Perutnal  •  Mail  a  Rajah,  the  Poruppu  (G'cju^ul/)  fixed  is  \  fanam  per  kottah  and  there 
is  a  covenant  to  the  effect  that  every  other  right  on  the  property  has  been  given  up. 
This  grant  or  Danom  which  was  made  at  Rnmeswaram  says  u  Qia&uip.  /Bevpgi ^ 
era®  Qurr^uiy  £0  umub  sjsrrcj?  ^ebso/rQ^  ibq  id  Caff/fesuattyto  QiuuQlj 

cruuuu.^u>  wGrari^d*  G&tu&.  ”  Again  from  exhibit  (5  which  evidences  u. 

Danom  by  the  Travancore  Maharajah  in  971  or  4  iottahs  of  lauds  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  lands  prior  to  the  Danom  were  Perumpathu  (Ql/quhj/soi)  or  Pandaravagai  (u 
twL-Fjr<Bj~-»)  lands,  and  that  they  were  given  without  any.  tax  whatsoever  with 
the  assessment  ot  onlv  \  of  the  watcher  tux  («rrau6v«v6{?)  cesses.  Up  to  this  day 
these  4  kottalis  are  enioved  tax-free  on  the  payment  of  the  watcher  tax  (W 
>ldors  of  these  properties  who  are  but  the  alienees  mid 
This  property  which  was  originally  Perumpathu  (Gaj 
into  Bhattavritbi  in  the  accounts  and  in  the  Ayakat 
they  were  registered  in  the  names  of  alienees  as  Bhattavnthi  and  not 
as  Brahmadavana.  7  his  change  of  nomenclature  from  Perumpaihv(Qu@ihup& 
cavntln  as  the,  result  o j  a  Danom  to  .Brahmins  is  very  strong  and  signfi.car J  - 
contention  that  the  Danom  grants  to  individual  Brahmins  are  denoted  by  th 
tavnthi:  Vie  fact  that  in  the  Ayacut  of  966  itself  these  lands  were  registered  as  ! Mat - 
tn  vr'ihi  in  the  name  or  anenees  tax  free  with  watcher  tax  alone  is  clear  proof 

fh  at  it  was  not  the  custom  to  assess  tins  class  of  lands  with  higher  tax  when  they  are  alienated. 
Though  the  original  Danom  deed  is  not  forthcoming  and  exhibit  G  is  but  a  copy 
ot  st  Uniavu  (m<xw6y)  the  Danom  itself  is  seen  by  the  Perpidi  (Quit9i2.)  account, 
viz.,  nominal  register  ol  993  relating  to  these  properties.  Exhibit  7,  the  Danom  grant' 
of  9<SU  bv  the  then  Malm  Rajah,  H.  H.  Rama  Rajah,  which  is  for  G  kottahs  of 
lands  also  lays  down  that  the  tax  or  Poruppu  (Out^ul/)  should  be  levied  at  5  fanams 
per  kottah  for  each  crop  and  nothing  more  should  be  levied. 


«£)  alone 


rreof  of  the 
■.ure  ‘ Bhal - 


iff/riSd'/r 


virQj$ 


<]ate  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  the  investigation  of  the  nature  of  the  several  tenures  in- 
the  Shencottah  taluk  was  not  complete.  In  the  Settlement  Memorandum  above  referred 
to,  a  special  report  in  reference  to  the  revenue  history  of  that  taluk  was  called  for.  Section 

345  of  that  Memorandum  says  “Then  there  remains  Shencottah . 

“A  special  report  on  the  revenue  history  of  the  taluk,  its  climate,  soil  and  resources  and 
“the  character  of  the  existing  assessment  will  have  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
“Government  before  the  principles  of  the  future  revenue  settlement  can  be  considered 
“and  laid  down.  The  Settlement  Peishkar  is  doubtless  alive  to  this  and  the  matter 
“should  engam:  his  early  attention.”  It  was  on  this  special  report  which  was  submitted  by 
the  present  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar  that  Government  has  ordered  Brahinadayam 
lands  to  be  treated  under  section  25  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  as  not  liable  to  revision 
of  tax  in  the  present  settlement  and  the  Bhattavrithi  lands  as  liable  to  increased  tax 
under  clause  3  of  section  24.  Your  memorialists  are  fully  persuaded  to  think  that  this 
.proposal  to  deal  with  Bhattavrithi  lands  differently  from  Brahmadayam  has  been  the 
result  of  complete  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  this  tenure  and  a  thorough  misconstruction 
of  the  special  report  of  the  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar  and  this  conclusion  of  your 
memorialists  will,  they  fully  believe,  be  borne  out  by  the  special  report  of  the  Dewan 
Peishkar  and  the  orders  of  Government  thereon.  A  ti'ue  understanding  of  the  features 
of  this  tenure,  Bhattavrithi,  they  have  no  doubt,  will  show  the  utter  injustice  of  the 
proposed  treatment  and  the  gross  breach  of  faith  in  violation  of  solemn  pledges  made  and 
observed  up  to  date,  and  the  utter  disregard  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Royal  Proclam¬ 
ation  and  the  consequent  illegality  of  the  proposal. 


25.  The  reason  for  dealing  in  this  memorial  with  Bhattavrithi  and  'Brahma¬ 
dayam  lands  of  the  Cusbah,  Karkudi  and  Puliyara  Maniams  alone  is  that  the 
conditions  of  tile  other  Maniams  are  not  the  same  as  those  of  these  three  for 
the  obvious  reason  that  those  maniams  belonged  to  different  chiefs  from  these  three 
ami  the  grants  by  the  chiefs  who  owned  those  Maniams  are  not  in  parallel  with 
these  three.  In  the  Brahmadayam  tenures  in  the  other  Maniams  of  Elathur, 
■Khinkad,  Samburvadagarai  and  Avikudi  the  tax  or  Than-karam  (aswavih)  is  even 
more  than  that  for  Pandaravagai'  Pattom  (u« in  i_  nr  mao*  uru^th)  or  Perunmathu 
(3u® and  still  they  were  Danoms  to  communities  of  Brahmins  bv  those 
chiefs  with  a  higher  rate  of  tax  placed  on  them.  In  these  Maniams  as  ‘regards 


whattavnthi  tenure,  Samburvadagarai  has  uV1Ic  ,,LU;i 
lottah,  Elathur  and  Klankad  alone  have  got  22  and 
present  as  heavily  feixed  as  Pandaravagai  (<smL.tr  j- a 
Dauom  lands  carrying  higher  rate  of  tax  is  -•~t  - v 


uottah  but  is  found  in  Nanehanad  also  in  cognate  tenure 
22  and  58  kottahs  of  land  are  not  likely  to  have  any  c< 
-is  Inam  lands  under  clause  3  of  section  24. 


2.  There  are  in  the  taluk  of  Shencottah  8,818  acres  9  cents  of  wet  land  of  which 
£933  acres  28  cents  depend  for  water  upon  tanks  anrl  channels  which  receive  their  sup- 
plV  from  natural  streams,  while  the  remaining  2,884  acres  86  cents  get  their  supply 
purely  from  raimfed  tanks.  Formerly  when  rains  were  copious  and  regular  and  fell 
almost  every  month,  the  necessity  for  having  and  maintaining  irrigation  works  was  not 
very  much  felt  and  the  people  too  did  not  trouble  themselves  much  about  it,  but  with 
the  change  that  has  of  recent  years  come  about  in  the  seasons  and  in  the  quantity  of  rain¬ 
fall,  the  need  for  proper  works  of  irrigation  has  increased,  but  that  need  bad  not  been 
met  proportionately  and  the  irrigation  system  of  the  taluk  is  not  a  satisfactory  one  at 
present.  There  are  only  about  5  large  tanks  in  the  whole  of  this  taluk  and  they  too 
have  become  silted  up  to  some  extent.  Portions  of  their  beds  have  been  taken  up  for 
cultivation  and  the  water-spread  area  has  become  reduced.  The  channels  which  supply 
water  to  these  tanks  have  also  got  into  disrepair.  All  these  evils  require  to  be  remedied. 
Most  of  the  water  storage  works,  however,  are  bunded  enclosures  hardly  worth  the  name 
of  tanks  and  several  of  them  irrigate  only  small  areas,  and  even  for  them  they  do  not  hold 
sufficient  water  for  a  month’s  supply.  A  thorough  investigation  of  the  irrigation  system 
of  this  taluk  and  its  improvement  will  be  a  great  boon  to  a  people  whose  chief  mainstay 
is  paddy  cultivation.  On  the  arrival  of  some  information  which  I  expect  from  the  Shen¬ 
cottah  lahsildar,  X  shall  address  Government  on  this  subject,  but  shall  meanwhile,  deal 
with  the  question  of  a  water  cess. 

8.  Keirulation  III  of  1072  (Irrigation)  provides  for  8  classes  of  works,  namely, 
petty,  minor  and  major  of  which  the  1st  class  are  executed  entirely  at  the  cost  of  the 
owners  of  the  lands  benefited  by  them  and  the  last  entirely  at  the  cost  of  Government. 
Minor  works  are  such  as  are  constructed  by  both  the  ryots  and  the  Government.  Long 
before  the  passiug  of  that  Regulation,  it  was  the  practice  in  this  taluk  to  recover  from 
the  owners  of  lands  half  the  cost  of  the  restoration  and  repair  of  irrigation  tanks  and 
channels  and  this  share  was  and  is  still  known  as  “  Kudipatbee 55  or  the  “  ryots’  half  It 
is  not  an  annual  cess  but  is  a  contribution  recovered  from  the  ryots  after  an  irrigation 
work  is  carried  out  at  Government  cost.  By  their  Proceedings  already  quoted  in  the 
first  pura  of  this  letter,  the  Government  have  resolved  upon  instituting  an  annual  water 
cess  upon  all  wet  lands  m  this  taluk,  in  the  place  of  the  occasional  “  cuml>ersome  v  Ku- 
dipathee  and  that  cess  13  for  the  repair,  maintenance  &c.  of  irrigational  works  and  in  lieu 
of  the  ryots’  liability  to  maintain  them  and  as  such  it  quite  fails  within  the  definition 
given  m  your  letter  No.  S/230  dated  6th  instant,  and  it  will  have  to  be  levied  on  all  lands 
whatsoever  irrespective  of  the  tenure  under  which  they  are  held.  This  cess  will  not  be 
new  to  the  people  of  the  taluk  and  its  collection  might  not  be  difficult.  It  might  hare 
to  oe  recovered  along  with  the  land  revenue  demand  on  each  land  but  might  be  credited 
in  the  Government  accounts  ns  a  separate  item  and  under  a  separate  heading. 


overage^expenditure  on  irrigation  works  in  this  taluk  was  nearly  5200  Rs.  but  this 
should  not  be  taken  as  a  guide  in  the  matter,  as  during  the  past  5  or  6  years  the  expen¬ 
diture  under  this  head  was  very  meagre  and  stinted  and  has  redueedthe  average  consider- 


ditnre  under  this  head  was  very  meagre  and  etmted  and  has  redueed  the  average  eo 
ably.  The  enlargement  of  tank-beds  is  a  distinct  matter  in  itself,  and  besiefes  tU 
of  the  actual'  enlargement,  there  will  be  the  acquisition  of  private  land  for  the  purpose 
and  the  payment  of  the  price  thereof,  also  the  question  of  the  writing  off  of  the  Government  • 
tax  on  the  hind  acquired.  I  am  not  entering  into  that  matter  here  beyond  simply  mention¬ 
ing  it.  The  old  works  which  will  have  to  be  annually  maintained,  will  first  have  to  be 
placed  in  thorough  repair  and  theinitial  cost  will  be  a  good  deal  more  than  the  annual  main¬ 
tenance.  How  this  will  be  met  will  be  a  question  which  will  have  to  be  solved.  After 
the  works  are  repaired  to  a  state  of  thorough  efficiency,  their  annual  maintenance  might 
cost  about  the  figure  (5,200  Rs.  )  which  I  have  already  mentioned  and  the  people  have 
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been  accustomed  to  pay  half  the  amount.  If  the  Nanchanad  rates  o£2J£s.  per  acre  for 
channel-fed  and  1  fanam  for  rain-fed  tanks  be  adopted  in  Shencottah  also,  the  cess  mil 
yield  the  Kudipathee  we  are  now  levying-  and  I  recommend  those  rates. 

I  have  ^c., 


(Sd.)  T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 


Settlement  Dev 


iTyjvy  r>}ca.fia.j<sjOe>. 
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sitruoolailisiaoba  sloJoniijrLjqjjOii), 


taownooaroo®*. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 


No. 


Trivandrum,  14tli  June  1905. 

1st  Mithunam  1080. 


The  Dewan  Peishcar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 
The  Dewan  of  Travancore. 
of  private  temples. 


In  submitting  herewith  copy  of  a  report  No.  4013/764  dated  13th  Instant  (Edavom) 
from  the  Assistant  Settlement  Peishcar  in  charge  of  Party  No.  4,  I  have  the  honour 
to  request  a  ruling  of  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  registry  of  the  sites  on  which 
Hindu  religious  institutions  are  standing.  A  doubt,  similar  to  the  present  one,  seems 
to  have  arisen  last  year,  and  a  reply  sent  (copy  enclosed)  with  a  circular  to  all  officers, 
and  I  think  the  ruling  then  arrived  at,  namely,  that  such  sites  as  are  assessed  to  revenue 
under  the  old  accounts  should  continue  to  he  assessed  in  future  also,  while  those  which 
■were  free  should  be  left  unassessed,  appears  to  me  to  be  sound;  but  as  it  has  no  Govern¬ 
ment  sanction  which  I  think  is  necessary,  I  make  this  reference  and  request  an  early 
reply. 


I  have  &e, 

(Sd).  T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishcar. 


No.  C.  233. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Camp — Shencottah, 


The  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 

The  Dewan  of  Travancore. 
Subject ‘ —  Certain  suggestions. 


Having  during  the  past  7  months  directed  settlement  operations  under  the  new 
scheme,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Government  a  few  points 
which  have  struck  me  as  calling  for  notice. 


notifications  above  mentioned,  s 


.s,  registra 


classific 


i  id  the  final  issue  of  fair  put-tabs,  al 

id  villages  in  the  presence  of  the  landholo’ 


which  have  to  be  gone  through  in  the  fi 
it^is  necessary  that  such  landholders  should  know  beforehand  the  probable  dates  on  wine 

enquiries,  and  the  other  4  operations  are  carried  out  with  or  without  the  landholders 
but  their  absence  often  leads  to  mis-apprehension  and  complaints,  and  I  may  mention  by 
way  of  illustration  the  complaints  preferred  to  you  at  Mavelikara  by  the  Cliennithala 
people  about  the  high  assessment  placed  on  their  wet  lands  and  they  said  that  such 
assessment  was  fixed  without  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  that  the 

hearing  of  objections  against  them,  the  first  is  done  by  delivering  the  documents  to  the 
parties  ut  their  residences  through  a  staff  of  peons,  but  complaints  have  not  been 
wanting  that  rough  pattahs  have  in  numerous  instances  been  delivered  long  after  tl 
ones  have  reached  the  parties  and  that  therefore  the  opportunities 
and  obtaining  redress  1 - J 


sh  of  these  sets  of  operatic 
and  a  rule  might  be  passed  by  ( 
ir  to  issue  such  notifications  and 
id  village  head  quarters  as  well  as 


irtunities  for  pointing  out 
mied  to  the  ryots.  To  avoid  all 
r"w  days  previous  *“  J-'L* 


which  th 
e  Seltleme 


4.  Para  S  of  section  1  of  the  Revised  Registration  Rules  provides  for  the  publi- 
iieductioD  of  notice  time  cation  of  a  notification  in  4  successive  issues  of  the  Government 
forregi»trotioniDquii;cs.  Gazatte  and  for  a  notice  of  three  months  being  given  before  Regis¬ 
tration  inquiries  actually  begin;  or  in. all  a  period  of  four  months  is  allowed.  T  find 
this  to  be  too  long  an  interval  and  do  not  find  it  necessary  either  in  the  interests  of  work 
or  of  the  people  concerned.  If  that  interval  is  to  be  continued,  the  settlement  officers 
working  in  a  taluk  are  not  likely  to  have  much  to  do  in  that  interval  hereafter.  Four 
months’  is  also  such  a  long  period  that  the  landholders  begin  to  forget  the  exact  dates  of 
the  inquiries  and  in  the  month  of  Medom  last,  a  number  of  notices  had  to  be  issued 
reminding  the  people  over  again  that  registration  work  was  commencing.  1  would 
therefore  suggest  the  reduction  of  the  3  months’  notice  to  one  of  one  month.  It  may 
perhaps  be  thought  that  landholders  who  happen  to  live  outside  the  country  when 
registration  inquiries  are  taking  place  might  find  one  month  too  short  for  making  their 
arrangements,  but  such  eases  will  be  exceptions  and  if  absolutely  necessary  some  excep¬ 
tional  procedure  might  be  prescribed  for  them. 


lm 


dispose  of  them.  Such  being  the  case  to  prohibit  the  disposal  of  puduval  .  .  _ 

revenue  department  after  the  settlement  of  a  taluk  is  finished-— a  state  of  things  un¬ 
authorised  by  the  past  traditional  or  present  policy  of  the  revenue  department  of  the 
country.  My  conception  of  a  complete  revenue  settlement  is  the  handing  over  to  the 
ordinary  revenue  department  of  correct  rent-rolls  of  all  the  lands  in  a  taluk  under  the 
plough  with  the  names  of  their  current  holders.  I  have  therefore  given  directions  that 
all  puduval  applications  both  in  this  taluk  and  elsewhere  should  be  properly  sifted,  those 
that  relate  to  survey  nos.  already  in  the  classification  register  should!  ’ 

the  records  of  those  numbers,  and  those  that  do  not  rel‘x*  xT* . -- 

the  register  and  all  work  from  classification  upwards  a 
to  them.”  I  hope  the  instructions  I  have  given  hav 

But  it  is  necessary,  so  far  as  this  department  is  concerne  ,  o 

•  its  proceedings  beyond  which  registration  of  pudnvals  ought  not  to  devolve  on  it.  To 
go  on  with  tiiis  item  of  business  until  the  issue  of  pariahs  in  a  taluk  will  interfere  with 
work  in  its  later  and  final  stages  and  it  appears  to  me  that  some  limit  should  he  placed  to 
the  time  up  to  which  puduval  applications  should  be  received  and  dealt  with  by  this 
department  and  I  would  fix  the  date  of  the  issfie  of  notification  for  registration  inquiries 
1  ‘‘  1  11  ‘t.  Under  section  5  of  the  Land  Conservancy  Regulation  (II  of 

o  occupy  land  if  within  3  months  from  the  date  of  his  application 


irried  out  with  regard 


application; 

subsequent 


ompetent  to  dispose  of  su< 
il  such  applications  as  ir 


I  have  &c., 

Sd/.V.  P.MATJHAVA  RAO, 
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Wo  1234.  Settlement  Central  Office, 

Camp  Shencotta h, 

_ _ 10th  July  .1905. 

27th  Mithunam  1080.“ 

The  Dewau  Peishcar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 

To 

The  Dewan  o£  Travancore. 

Subject : —  Inara  lands. 


Para  5  o£  section  24  o£  the  Settlement  Royal  Proclamation  dated  24-2-1886 
'61  lays  down,  with  regard  to  Inams,  that  a  title  deed  shall  be  granted  to  each 
'  time  of  settlement,  specifying  the  character  of  the  Inam,  whether  sendee 
:ts  extent  and  description,  '  whether  wet  or  garden,  and  the  particulars 
at  with  which  it  is  chargeable  under  the  above  rules,  while  section  29  pro- 
issue  of  ft  pattali  for  all  kinds  of  land  settled.  Whether  the  two  doeu- 
^  „,^ant  to  he  identical  or  different  is  not  clear  ;  but  the  practice  seems  to  have 
been  to  issue  only  a  pattah  in  every  instance,  whether  the  land  was  Inam  or  simple 
p&ttah.  I,  however,  doubt  if  that  practice  is  correct.  Any  ho  “  “  T 

lands  ill  future,  I  wish  to  have  this  doubt  cleared,  and  I  reques 


vides  fo 


n  dealing  with  Inam 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  T.  R A.TAIt AM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishlar, 


No.  S/375. 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  12th  July  1905. 


Tc 


The  Dewan  of  Travancore. 

The  Dewan  Peishkar, 
Revenue  Settlement. 


With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  oil  dated  4th  April  last  regarding  the 
disposal  of  settlement  records,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  proposals  con¬ 
tained  in  the  lists  marked  (A)  (B)  and  (C)  are  approved  with  the  exception  of  No.  (4) 
Otugu  Form  in  list  0  which  had  better  be  retained. 


(Sd.) 


'.  P.  MADHAVA  RAO, 

Dewan. 
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The  decision  arrived  at  by  the  Survey  Superintendent  in  1063  is  clearly  shown 
3n  the  coloured  map  now  forwarded  by  him.  The  green  portion  is  undoubted  Sanketham 
rienmom  property  ;  the  portion  marked  crimson  is  midisputably  Sirkar  land; the  numbers 
Marked  yellow,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  Sanketham  but  claimed  by  Government;  those 
coloured  red  and  crossed  by  yellow  lines,  Sirkar  lands  from  accounts  but  claimed  by  the 
Sanketham;  and  those  lands  left  uncoloured  but  crossed  by  lines  were  claimed  by  both 
parties,  but  no  definite  information  was  available  about  rights  or  enjoyment.  This 
decision  did  not  satisfy  either  the  Sanketham  or  the  revenue  department.  Their  res¬ 
pective  contentions  and  the  new  line  of  boundary  fixed  are  thus  stated  by  the  Assistant 
Peishkar. 


•  A  glance  at  the  two  ]  dans  prepared  by  the  Survey  Superintendent  (coloured) 
and  the  Assistant  Settlement  Peishkar  both  of  which  are  on  the  same  scale,  will  show 
how  the.  boundary  now  fixed  by  the  Assistant  Peishkar  differs  from  that  fixed  by  the 
Survey  Superintendent  in  1065  h.  k.  Narayaperuvazhi  is  taken  to  he  just  at  the  place 
pointed  out  by  the  Sanketham  people  so  that  the  131  survey  numbers  which  are 
Marked  in  the  land  register  as  ‘‘  under  dispute1’  are  now  adjudged  to  the  Sanketham- 
'as  Jenmom  lands.  Survey  numbers  5368,  5369,  5371.  5372  and  5373  on  the  west 
•which  were  treated  by  the  Survey  Superintendent  as  nimr  laims  are  also  now  de¬ 
clared  part  of  the  Sanketham  as  the  western  boundary  of  the  Sanketham  given  in 
the  olugu  clearly  falls  beyond  these  numbers.  On  the  eastern  boundary  the  three 
survey  numbers  5,530,  5,531  and  5,532  left  uncoloured  but  crossed  by  lines  in  the  Survey 
{superintendent's  map  are  now  treated  as  Sirkar  lands.  On  the  southern,  Ochara  chaL 
is  taken  to  lie  just  north  of  the  Sas than  temple  and  the  lands  north  of  the  line  E.  F. 
in  the  coloured  map  accordingly  treated  as  Sanketham  property  (survey  Nos.  27091  to 
2740).  The  claims  of  the  Sanketham  for  the  lands  soutli  of  the  line  C.  D.  in  the 
•coloured  map  have  been  disallowed  as  it  is  evident  from  their  own  accounts  that  these 
Hands  are  recently  reclaimed  from  the  Plakattu  Kayal. 


In  my  letter  No.  612  dated  22nd  April  1905  /  10th  medom  1080,  I  recom- 
jnended  that  the  red  line  of  the  Assistant  Peishkar’ s  sketch  be  taken  as  the  boundary  of 
-the  Sanketham  and  the  reclamations  outside  of  it  on  the  southern  boundary  be  treated  as 
puduval  and  assessed  as  Pandarapattom.  After  studying  the  detailed  report  received 
from  the  Assistant  Peishcar  and  the  letter  from  the  Survey  Superintendent  (copies  of 
•which  are  herein  enclosed),  I  find  no  reason  to  change  the  view  I  have  already  expressed. 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  T.  RAJ  All  AM  ROW, 

Settlement  Dewan  Peishcar- 


Brahmin  ”  in  the.  settlement  pattahs  instead  of  the  general  term  “  Konkonee  and  they 
add  that  in  accordance  with  this  direction  corrections  were  made  in  the  pattahs  issued  m 
the  Ambahipuzha  taluk  to  the  petitioners  and  others.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  peti¬ 
tioners’  prayer  is  legitimate  and  deserves  the  favourable  consideration  of  Government.  I. 


I  have  &e.t 

(Sd.)  T.  KAJARAM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Pcishkar. 


No.  1441.  Settlement  Central  Office, 

Camp  Shencottah, 

Gth  August  1905- 
and  Auni  1080. 
To 

The  .Dewan  of  Tnivancore 

Subject:-  Registration  of  puduvals  within  the  Koltayam  town  limits. 


I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  that  in  the  matter  of  regi¬ 
stering  puduvah  within  the  limits  ol  the  towns  where  there  are  Town  Improvomw  U 
Committees  it  is  the  recognised  practice  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  Committee  belore 
any  action  is  taken  upon  an  application  for  puduval  grants  within  the  town  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  is  granted  or  tv!  used  according  as  the  Committee  agrees  or  objects  to  the  registry 
of  the  lands  p raved  tor.  Rut  I  find  that,  ui  regard  to  the  town  of  Kottavam  not  only  this 
procedure  has  Lobe  got  through  but.  that  the  proceedings  of  the  inquiry  into  the  appli¬ 
cation  have  to  he  submitted  to  ( uwernment  and  their  sanction  obtained  before  the  regis¬ 
try  is  finally  ordered  0  id«  Hu/ur  badhanom,  Settlement  Branch,  No.  1214  dated  27- 
K-1U73  copy  enclosed  tor  easy  reference).  The  reason  assigned  for  this  ruling  appears  to 
ho  that  as  the  town  develops  m  course  of  time  more  lauds  will  have  to  be  reserved  for 
i he  convenience  of  the  public  and  that  n;  cannot  be  previously  ascertained  winch  lauds 
are  likelv  to  be  so  required  and  that  Government  might  be  put  to  loss  by  having  to  pay 
heavy  compensation  u\  re-iyjqmmig  the  lands  m  case  any  should  be  required  for  pubic- 
purposes.  It  seems  to  ine  that  this  argument  applies  equally  to  the  other  towns  and  tint 
the  safeguard  provided  m  respect  of  i  he  latter  will  be  sufficient  as  regards  Kottayam  <d<o 
i  therefore  beg  to  request  that  the  ruling  contained  in  the  Sadhunom  quoted  above  may  he 
.abrogated. 


(Sd).  T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. . 


126s 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  T.  RAJ  ARAM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


Subject:  — Shencottah  Bhattavrithi  settlement. 


alienated  by  the  original  grantees,  and  the  proposal  was  sanctioned  by  my  predecessor 
With  regard  to  the  rest,  the  old  assessment  itself  is  already  high  on  most  of  them  rang¬ 
ing  from  21-  to  17  [-  Its.  per  kottah.  It  is  higner  even  than  the  tax  on  the  immediately 
adjoining  Perumpattu  (randarapattom)  lands  as  will  be  clear  from  three  statements  and 
sketches  fNo.  4o)  I  liavc  appended  to  this,  lhe  lands  have  been  taken  up  at  random 
and  the  broad  excesses  of  assessment  ot  brahmadavaro  over  the  admittedly  highest  Taxed 
tenure  (Pandaraputcom)  are  clearly  discernible  ;  or  rather,  the  loss  ot  revenue  caused  bv 
assessing  the  hitter  much  lower  than  the  favourably  assessed  Inaras  rullv  reveals  itself. 
The  present  method  of  assessment  does  not  change  the  old  tax,  for  that  has  been  the 
system  m  vogue  ior  some  years  past,  Ihe  Bhattavrulu  land  with  the  present  tax  of 
Rs.  17-|  per  kottah,  oven  though  it  has  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  original  donee 
lias  the  •Oltivilakkam  rule  applied  to  it  m  a  peculiar  way.  bneier  clause  3  of  section  24- 
of  the  Royal  Proclamation,  half  the  full  assessment  is  to  be  the  tax  on  the  Liams  dealt 
with  m  that  clause,  and  Lt  will  naturally  bo  expected  that  an  assessment  wul  be  put 
•upon  the  land  according  to  its  productive  capacity  ana  the  Government  demand  of  one 
half  the  assessment  will  be  worked  down  from  the  former.  But  the  process  adopted  has 
been  just  the  contraiy.  The  old  tax  is  taken  as  the  half  assessment  expected  to  bo 
brought  about  under  clause  3  of  section  z4,  and  multiplying  it  bv  2.  the  full  assessment 
is  calculated,  and  a  ‘tharam’  which  will  suit  this  is  put  on.  Thus  it  is  not  from  the 
‘tharam’  that  the  demand  is  worked  down,  but  the  latter  is  taken  as  the  guide  from 
which  the  former  is  built  up.  That  this  method  oE  assessment  is  opposed  to  the  pro¬ 
cedure  prescribed  in  section  16  of  the  Royal  Proclamation.  I  need  not  sav.  I  can  onlv 
mention  the  fact  that  by  adopting  this  method,  lands  not  only  of  higher  and  Iowcr 
tenure,  but  those  of  the  latter  with  only  slight  variations  of  old  rates  of  tax  and  lying 
quite  adjoining  each  other  and  without  any  differences  in  agricultural  or  other  conditions 
*  No  s  is  &  it  have  varied  and  wide-aparti 'iharams'  placed  upon  them.  In  proof 

0  '  of  this,  T  attach  to  this  report  sketches  of  o  sets"  of  fields  taken 

at  random  in  different  parts  of  Sheneottah  taluk  together  with  5  statements  showing  how 
tharams  and  assessment  have  been  fixed,  and  they  will  show  that  the  old  taxes  of  fields, 
though  touching  each  other,  have  been  the  only  sole  guide  in  assessing  operations.  The 
result  of  this  method  of  assessment  has  been  to  neutralise  the  effect  of  the  ottivilakkam  order 
issued  by  Government  and  to  brin^  in  no  increase  of  revenue  to  the  State.  It  was  be¬ 
cause  the  Bhattavrithi  owners  of  JTathoor,  Ayikudi  and  Klangad  found  this  to  be  the 
ease  that  they  did  not  complain.  My  wonder  now  is  not  why  they  abstained  from  com¬ 
plaining,  but  why  the  Bhattavrithi  owners  of  Sheneottah,  Karkudi  and  Pulivura  have 
come  forward  with  a  complaint,  while  the  result  of  the  new  settlement  will  hot  make 
them  worse  off  than  they  are  today.  Of  course  there  are  one  or  two  special  reasons 
which  have  prompted  them  to  protest.  The  present  taxes  upon  some  of  the  lands  are 
so  very  low  that  there  are  no  settlement  ‘tharams!  to  correspond  with  them  and  equally  low 
to  admit  of  their  being  assessed  as  in  the  past.  The  new  rates  raise  the  tax  on 
such  lands  to  a  much  higher  level  than  before.  But  even  this  is  not  the  chief  motive 
that  has  prompted  them  to  come  forward  with  a  protest.  They  feel  a  strong  conviction 
that  Bhattavrithi  lands  have  acquired  certain  immutable  sacred  rights  and  that  they  can¬ 
not  be  changed  either  at  the  present  or  at  any  future  time,  and  it  is  this  position  which, 
they  are  anxious  to  see  established.  If  a  decision  cannot  be  arrived  at  on  this  point  with 
the  few  records  which,  after  the  bestowal  of  a  good  deal  of  pains,  have  now  been  found 
both  by  the  Government  and  the  people,  it  might  be  impossible  to  do  so  at  any  future 
time  when  even  the  records  now  found  will  be  completely  lost. 

14.  From  all  the  facts  which  have  come  before  me  and  which  I  have  stated 
above,  more  especially  the  orders  of  1032  which  deal  with  this  question  in  explicit  terms, 
I  feel  that  Bhattavrithi  lands  are  ‘danoms’  just  in  the  same  way  as  Brahmadayams  are 
:  and  that  no  enhancement  of  tax  on  them  can  take  place.  If  on  an  examination  of  the 
papers  which  I  am  forwarding  you  find  my  conclusion  is  correct,  I  think  the  order  al¬ 
ready  passed  by  Government  should  be  cancelled.  Xf,  however,  you  think  that  my  cor.» 
elusion  is  not  warranted  by  the  facts  revealed,  1  beg  that  your  decision  be  communicated 
Xo  me  as  early  as  possible  as  we  are  just  now  on  the  eve  of  issuing  fair  pattahs. 


2.  I  think  it  is  absolutely  m 
leave  ample  time  to  the  provcrthi 
Avitnm  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  no  better  opportunity  can  occur  foi  chu,,^  th,.- 
than  ti'e  time  of  hsuing  pattahs.  At  present  the  garden  land  revenue  has  to  1  c  ol  kl 
in  10  equal  instalments  during  the  first  10  months  of  the  year  while  for  the  collection  of 
th-1  wet  land  the  rule  is  as  follows  : — The  Kanni  i.  e.,  4  ICar  ’  is  the  first  crop  tor  wet  lands 
and  the  grain  portion  of  that  season’s  revenue  demand  for  that  crop  has  to  be  paid  m  4 
equal  instalments  during  the  first  4  months  of  the  year,  i.  e.,  in  Chingorn,  Kanni,  Thulam 
mid  Y^irlngoin.  The  money  portion  of  this  demand  has  to  be  paid  in  2  equal  instal¬ 
ments  in  Thulam  and  A  riohigmn.  The  Kumbhom  or  4  Pisanam  ’  is  the  next  crop  and 
the  cram  portion  of  the  demand  for  this  season  is  payable  in  Makaram,  Kumbhom, 
Meenom  and  Medom,  and  the  money  portion^  in  Mccnam  and  Medom.  ^There  are^  in 

kistbundy  months  are  Medom,  Ldavom  and  Mithunom  for  grain  and  Kdavom  and 
Mitbunain  for  money.  It  will  be  thus  seen  that  every  provertbiear  has  to  be  on  revenue 


e  collecting  both  paddy  and  money  in  ac 
ppens  that  there  is  a  Medom  crop  also, 
aonth  of  th 
in  the  oper 


a  help  t( 


of  each  man  varies  according  as  there  are  one,  ty 
3  in  addition  to  garden  lands.  Why  mid  wheref 

I  have  beard  it  said  that  this 'multiplied; 


,  ill  fully  bear 

intence  of  this  letter.  Al- 
itity  of  work  that  falls  to 
or  three  wet  crops  in  his 


:ie  poor  tax-payer  to  pay  th 


cs  which  I  took  while  I  was  Dewan  Peishkar  of  Kottayam  I  found  that  this  relief  is 
seldom  sought  or  practically  taken  advantage  of.  Instead  of  having  to  go  to  the  pro- 
verthicar’s  cutcherry  with  a  small  quantity  of  grain  or  with  a  few  fanams  a  number  of 
times  and  to  wait  for  that  officer’s  convenience  and  thereby  forego  his  earnings  for  a 
2i umber  of  days,  the  small  tax-payer  prefers  to  make  payments  once  for  all  and  to  avoid 
the  bother  and  risk  of  frequent  attendance  at  the  proverthy  cutcherry.  It  is  perhaps  the  ' 
rich  taxpayer  who  makes  use  of  these  numerous  instalments,  but  even  he  does  not  make 

wants  paddy  and  money  for  its  expenses  from  month  to  month  and  therefore  the  col¬ 
lections  also  must  be  from  month  to  month.  This  explanation  does  not  stand  much  to 
reason  at  least  in  the  present  age.  In  the  first  place  so  long  as  the  amount  of  revenue 
dec's  not  change,  it  matters  very  little  when  it  is  collected,  provided  our  treasuries  and 
granaries  are  full  whenever  we  want  money  or  grain  for  our  expenses.  So  far  as  our 
money  payments  are  concerned  (and  they  form  the  bulk  of  our  expenses)  we  get  enough 

does  not  matter  whether  the  money  portion  of  that  revenue  is  paid  in.'  «»*»  or  several 
instalments.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  do  not  see  that  any  grave  difficulty  can  arise 
by  effecting  a  reduction  in  the  kist  bundy.  If  there  are  any  tax-payers  who  are  willing  to 
make  fractional  payments  of  a  kist  before  the  whole  amount  of  it  falls  due  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so  either  now  or  if  what  1  propose  is  sanctioned.  All 
that  would  be  needed  is  that  on  the  last  day  on  whwJn  a  kist  is  due  no  portion  of  it 
should  be  left  unpaid,  and  it  is  only  after  that  date  tihat  processes  for  its  recovery  should 
issue  and  this  will  give  to  the  ryot  the  help  whi/eh  it  is  supposed  he  gets  by  having  a 
number  of  small  .instalments.  / 

.  3.  In  the  10  taluks  which  have  already ,  'been  declared  as  ‘settled’,  and  in  Vilavan- 
code  where  pattahs  have  been  issued,  the  old  number  of  instalments  has  been  kept  up, 
Init  there  will  not  be  any  difficulty  in  reducing  them  either  at  Shencottah  or  in  the 
remaining  taluks  of  the  country  which  b>:Ve  still  to  be  settled.  In  the  former  (Shen- 
^ottah)  even  at  present  there  is  no  tax  payable  in  Chingorn  although  the  form  provided 


for  pattah  will  create  one.  There  are  10  instalments  beginning  with  Kanni  and  ending 
■with  Mithunom  and  the  rule  is  not  the  same  in  all  the  moniams.  In  the  months  of 
Kanni,  Dhanu,  Makarom,  Edavam  and  Mithunom  there  is  only  the  money  tax  which  has 
to  be  collected  from  the  ryots  in  all  the  eight  moniams,  while  in  Klangad,  Ayikudi  and 
Samburvadakara  money  tax  is  alone  payable  in  the  months  of  Thulam  and  Vrichigom 
also.  The  grain  tax  becomes  leviable  in  Thulam,  Vrichigom,  Meenam  and  Medom  in 
the  moniams  of  Sheneottah,  Karkudi,  Puliyara,  Sivanalloor  and  Elathoor,  while  in 
Klangad,  Ayikudi  and  Samburvadakara  it  is  pa)-ablc  only  in  the  last  named  two  months 
(Meenam  and  Medom).  In  the  interior  of  the  country  the  Kanni  or  ‘Ear’  crop  is 
harvested  earlier  than  Kanni,  that  is,  even  in  Karkadagam  and  Chingam  and  the  Kuin- 
bkom  crop  earlier  than  Kumbham  itself,  that  is,  in  Dhanu  and  Makarom,  but  in  Sheneottah 
it  is  not  done  till  towards  the  middle  of  Kanni  or  Kumbham.  1  would  therefore  fix 
Thulam,  Vrichigam  and  Dhanu  for  the  collection  of  the  first  season’s  revenue,  and 
Meenam,  Medom  and  Edavom  for  that  of  the  second  season  in  Sheneottah.  I  may 
mention  that  there  is  no  punja  or  Medom  crop  in  this  taluk  and  the  garden  land  tax  is 
comparatively  very  small,  and  there  is  no  harm  in  fixing  the  above  6'  months  of  the  year 
as  the  kist  months  for  ail  items  of  land  revenue.  Klangad,  Ayikudi  and  Samburvada¬ 
kara  have'onlyone  rice  crop  and  that  is  in  Kmnbhorn  and  they  will  have  to  pay  their  grain 
tax  only  in  Meenam  and  Medom  at  present,  while  in  the  other  five  moniams,  the  grain 
portion  of  the  tax  should  be  collected  in  Thulam  and  Vrichigam  also.  In  fact  the 
arrangement  would  be  something  like  the  following: — 
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ill  i 


No.  1857. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 

Trivandrum, 
25th  October  1905. 
9th  Thulam  1081. 


The  Devan  Peishkar, 


Revenue  Settlement. 


To 


The  Be 


of  Travaneore. 


Having  carefully  studied  the  Malabar  settlement  papers  which  you  put  into 
my  hands  at  Oourtallam  and  having  gained  a  few  more  months’  acquaintance  "with  the 
manner  in  which  settlement  work  was  done  by  our  officers  in  the  past,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  further  report  promised  in  para  9  of  my  letter  Iso.  805 
Rated  16th  May  last. 

2.  In  para  2  of  my  first  report,  I  pointed  out  how  in  one  important  respect  our 
settlement  differed  from  that  of  Malabar.  In  that  district,  the  settlement  was  made  with 
a  comparatively  small  number  of  heavy  pattadars,  known  as  the  Jenmie-landlords  of  the 
District,  while  ours  is  being  made  with  several  lacs  of  peasant  occupiers  of  land.  In  the 
former,  survey  and  settlement  officers  had  to  deal  with  only  large  areas  or  estates,  while 
in  the  latter  they  have  had  to  direct  then*  operations  towards  very  minute  sub-divisions 

.  ,  of  property  going  down  even  to  a  few  cents,  and  the  quantity  of  detail  thus  entailed 
has  consequently  been  considerably  larger  with  us  than  with  our  British  neighbours.  Again 
in  Malabar,  garden  assessment  has  been  fixed  on  the  '  area,  while  with’  us  it  has  been  on. 
the  classification  of  trees,  and  the  systems  are  thus  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other. 
Thirdly,  although  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  conditions,  natural  and  physical,  of 
the  two  countries  are  alike,  the  analogy  will  not  hold  good  throughout.  Travaneore  is 
not  one  homogeneous  block  of  territory  either  as  regards  its  physical  features  or  its 
agricultural  or  social  conditions;  those  parts  of  it  which  lie  north  of  Quilon  have  com¬ 
mon  features  which  in  some  respects  are  analogous  to  those  of  Malabar,  hut  those  parts 
lying  south  of  it  and  the  taluk  of  Shencottah  are  quite  dissimilar  to  Malabar  and  can 
be  compared  only  with  the  East  Coast  Districts  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  which  again 
have  very  little  in  common  with  Malabar.  The  land  tenures  of  Travaneore  are  also 
peculiar  and  are  not  the  same  as  those  of  Malabar,  and  going  down  to  the  southern 
districts,  one  finds  peculiarities,  such  as,  the  Oodukooroo  system  of  landholding  and 
partition  which  have  no  parallel  anywhere  else.  These  circumstances  render  a  compari¬ 
son  misleading  and  as  the  taluks  already  settled  belong-to  the  southern  half  of  Travan- 
-core  the  work  done  in  them  cannot  admit  ot  comparison  with  what  has  been  done  in. 
Malabar. 

3.  Again,  under  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  Kumbhom  1061  M.  E.,  mam  settle- 
’  ment  in  Travaneore  is  treated  (  vide  sections  22  to  25  both  inclusive  )  as  part  of  the 

revenue  settlement  of  the  country,  whereas  in  British  India  it  preceded  the  latter  by 
.'several  years,  and  it  also  facilitated  the  revenue  settlements  under  that  Government  con¬ 
siderably,  and  both  the  labor  and  cost  bestowed  upon  it  were  separately  calculated  by  the 
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under  Gr.  0.'  s.  Nos.  883  and  887  dated  respectively  59th  August  and  59th  September 
1900,  no  special  Registration  Rules  were  passed,  but  a  notification  was  issued  tolling  the 
people  that  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  Proclamation  of  1S95  as  modified  by  Act  III  o£l896 
would  be  observed.  Thus  the  Revenue  Registration  Rules  of  Malabar  are  virtually  the 
special  r  iles  passed  for  Jenmom  Registration,  and  however  much  in  the  circumstances 
of  that  District  they  might  have  been  applicable,  I  believe  they  are  somewhat 
different  from  those  in  force  in  the  rest  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  and  so  far  as 
Travuucore  is  concerned  we  have  adopted  the  latter  as  our  guide. 

7.  W  e  have  adopted  the  principles  laid  down  m  sections  s  and  4  of  Madras  Act  IJI 
ot  1896  bv  fixing  a  period  of  time  for  preferring  applications  and  for  people  to  get  ready 
with  their  evidence  tor  registration  inquiries.  One  month  has  been  allowed  tor  the 
publication  ot  notifications  and  three  more  lor  their  currency.  Sections  <j  and  7  of  the 
Madras  Act,  besiues  dealing  with  other  matters,  direct  the  Collector  to  carry  out,  the 
registry  whether  or  notan  application  has  ocen  received  bv  him  under  suction  3. 
This  has  been  virtually  followed  by  us.  Vide  para  2  ot  rule  1  of  our  Revised  Registra¬ 
tion  Rules,  which  lavs  down  that  ‘‘claims  preferred  after  the  expirv  of  the  date  fixed 
m  the  notification  shall  not  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  pattahs,  and 
that  the  registering  officer  s  decision  shall  be  final  as  far  as  the  question  who  is  liable  to 
pay  the  Sirkar  tax  is  concerned  Notifications  have  been  issued  according  tu  tins  rule. 
Kiit  to  afford  protection  to  the  interests  ot  certain  land-lords,  (such  as  Jcnmies),  section 
9  of  Act  III  of  1896  provides  that  when  registry  lias  been  ordered  without  an  appli¬ 
cation  having  been  made  under  section  3,  the  fact  ot  such  registry  sfiah  be  notified  m 
the  District  Gazette  and  also  communicated  by  letter  to  the  person  concerned,  it  lus 
address  is  known,  and  that  if  such  person  objects  to  the  registry  withm  xwo  months  of 
the  Gazette  Notification,  or  one  mouth  from  the  date  ot  receiving  the  letter,  the  enquiry 
shall  be  reopened  and  disposed  ot  on  its  merits.  I  believe  this  provision  had  to  be  put 
auto  the  Act  owing  to  the  peculiar  position  the  Jennu  pa.ttadars  of  Malabar  held,  and 
owing  to  •  the  exceptional  treatment  which  in  the  eve  of  law  was  necessitated  to  that 
position,  even  default  to  comply  with  section  3  had  to  be  overlooked,  and  a  second  incl¬ 
ination  after  the  passing  of  a  decision  ms  enjoined.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  ruling  like 
this  in  force  m  any  other  part  of  the  Presidency.  When  revenue  settlement  had  to  be 
introduced  in  Malabar  in  1 900,  the  Government  found  (vide  para  3  of  G.  0.  No. 
882  A  dated  29th  August  1900)  that  the  publication  and  communication  of  individual 
registration  decisions  under  section  9  was  a  very  gigantic  task  and  gave  it  up,  but  order* 
■ed  instead  that  a  general  notice  showing  for  each  desom  the  names  of  all  the  persons 
who  have  been  registered  as  proprietors  would  suffice,  and  that  the  rough  pattah 
forwarded  to  Jenroics  by  registered  post  might  take  the  place  of  the  letter  prescribed  by 
that  section  as  further  notice.  For  the  reasons  already  given,  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  necessity  for  an  exactly  similar  rule  being  introduced  for  us,  as  the  procedure 
about  rough  pattah  which  the  Government  has  recently  prescribed  answers  all  purposes 
well.  I  may  mention  here  that  para  23  of  the  Malabar  Settlement  Notification  (issued 
under  G.  0.  No.  997  Revenue,  September  1900)  does  not  prescribe  the  forwarding  of 
rough  pattahs  by  registered  post  to  any  person,  but  leaves  it  to  absentee  pattadars, 
to  make  their  ow'n  arrangements  for  obtaining  the  pattahs  from  the  Amshom.  Menon. 
Our  procedure  with  regard  to  the  issue  of  rough  pattahs  was  most  irregular,  but  as  this 
:is  not  the  place  for  explaining  it,  J  do  not  go  into  a  description  of  that  procedure. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  within  a  few  days  after  taking  charge,  the  matter  attracted  my 
notice,  and  I  issued  instructions  for  putting  an  end  to  it.  In  the  only  taluk  (Shencottah) 
where  I  could  introduce  a  regular  system,  I  have  seen  rough  pattahs  issued  as  far  as 
possible  simultaneously  to  all  proprietors  in  the  same  village  and  their  objections  being 
"heard  and  disposed  of  by  the  Deputy  Peishkar  at  certain  camps  on  dates  previously 
fixed  and  notified.  No  proprietor  is  being  registered  who  disclaims  title. 

8.  The  Distinct  Dewan  Peishkars  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  settlement  work  in 
Travancore;  nor  would,  I  think,  the  District  Collector  have  had  anything  to  do  with  it 
un  Malabar  except  for  the  fact  that  the  B.  I.  law  looked  upon  him  alone  as  the  chief  re¬ 
venue  authority  in  the  District  and  even  the  government  could  not  invest  any  other 


No.  36/C 


The  Dewan  of  Tr'av 


Huzur  Cutcherry  (on  toury, 
Camp  Quilon,  4th  November  1905. 
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The  Dewun  Peishkar. 

Bevcnue  Settlement. 


With  reference  to  the  revision  of  the  fore-cast  for  completion  of  settlement 
operations  which  was  discussed  at  the  Conference  recently  held  at  Trivandrum,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  yon  will  be  so  good  as  to  submit  definite  proposals  regarding  the 
additional  establishment  required.  The  main  points  m  the  revised  fore-cast  as  settled  at 
the  Conference  are  reproduced  below  for  facility  of  reference. 

1.  N 'eyyaltinkara: — The  printing  and  issue  of  the  settlement  registers  to  be  done 
by  the  end  of  Panguny  10S1  (April  1906). 


2.  Quilon: — A  special  establishment  consisting  of  a  supervisor  on  Ils.  70  and 
0  classifiers  and  6  accountants  with  the  necessary  complement  of  peons  and  clerks 
to  be  sanctioned  for  a  period  of  6  months  to  get  through  the  settlement  of  the  lands 
involved  ill  the  Umayanalloor  and  Munro  Island  cases. 

The  registers  for  the  whole  taluk  to  be  printed  and  issued  by  the  end  of 
Panguny  1081  (April  1906). 

3.  Ambalapucha  : — The  registers  in  manuscript  to  be  sent  up  by  the  end  of 
Panguny  10SL  (April  1900)  and  printed  by  the  end  of  Adi  1081  (August  1906). 

4  additional  classifiers  required. 

""1  4.  Shencottah: — Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar,  Mr.  Rengaiengar,  not  having  been 
•  present  at  the  Conference,  no  date  could  be  fixed  for  the  completion  of  the  registers. 
The  neiv  officer  to  be  appointed  will  be  asked  to  report  when  he  would  he  able  to  send  up 
the  registers. 

5.  Vilataneode  The  registers  to  he  sent  up  by  the  end  of  Chittray  1081  (May 
3906)  and  printed  by  the  end  of  Adi  1081  (August  1906). 

6.  Kalkulam  : — The  registers  to  he  completed  and  sent  up  in  manuscript  by  the 
end  of  Audi  1081  (August  1906).  An  Assistant  Peishkar  to  he  put  in  sole  charge  of 
this  taluk.  The  necessary  additional  staff  to  be  provided. 

7.  Eraniel The  registers  to  be  sent  up  in  manuscript  by  the  end  of  Adi  1081 
(August  1906).  An  additional  establishment  consisting  of  20  classifiers,  20  accountants 
and  4  supervisors  and  2  party  officers  for  short  periods  will  be  necessary. 

8.  Kottaralara,  Palhanapuram  and  Kmnaihoor  .—As  the  Deputy  Peishkar  was 
absent,  no  definite  forecast  could  be!  settled.  The  Peishkar  promised  to  6end  up  propo¬ 
sals  himself  which  are  awaited. 


9.  Kottayam  The  operations  to  be  closed  and  registers  sent  up  ir 
ike  end  of  Adi  1082;(August  1907). 


script  by 


3  more  classifie 

10.  Changanachr 
11082  (February  1907). 


s  and  Siaccountants  required. 

1 The  registers  to  be  sent  up  in  manuscr 


xipt  by  end  of  Thye 


:2  (July  1907). 

13.  Shertkallay : — The  registers  to 


4  supervisors  for  assessment  work,  and 
3  party  officers  for  hearing  objection  petitions. 

.  Vaikom  The  registers  to  be  completed  by  end  of  1083  (August  1908). 
Additional  establishment  required: — 


rs  for  assessment  work,  and 

cere  for  hearing  objection  petitions. 

registers  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1083  (August 


2.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  forecasts  above  noted  are  only  approximate  and 
were  not  finally  adopted.  I  have  since  had  further  opportunities  of  discussing  the  matter 
with  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  parties.  Considering  the  advanced  stage  of  work  in  the 
taluks  of  Mavelikara,  Chengannur  and  Changanachery,  it  is  necessary  to  complete  the 
whole  work  and  prepare  the  registers  of  those  taluks  by  the  end  of  the  current  year  .1081, 
is  is  proposed  ill  the  case  of  Kalkulam  and  Eraniel. 

The  following  additional  establishment  has  been  suggested  as  necessary  in  order 


No. 135/C 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Camp  Chilakoor, 


The  Dewan  Peishkar, 


Revenue  Settlement. 


The  Dewan  of  Travancore. 

Sir, 

I  'Rave  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  No.36/0  dated  the  4th  Instant, 
It  reached  me  when  I  was  engaged  in  drawing  up  my  proposals  for  additional  csta, 
blishmentin  accordance  with  the  main  points  settled  at  die  recent  Conferences  held  at  Tri¬ 
vandrum.  But  as  those  points  have  now  undergone  revision  as  stated  in  your  letter 
under  acknowledgment,  I  have  revised  my  proposals  and  am  submitting  them  below. 

'  .  ^2.  Before,  however,  explaining  the  actual  proposals,  I  beg  to  set  forth  the  prin- 

I  made  at  the  Conferences  and  those  recorded  in  para.  1  of  your  letter  under  ac¬ 
knowledgment,  but  I  presume  the  former  to  be  incorrect  and  guide  myself  by  the  latter,  fil¬ 
ling  in  one  or  two  omissions  which  seem  to  have  taken  place.  Some  of  the  points  dis¬ 
cussed  and  ag 
my  propositiot 

the  final  decisions  arrived  at. 

(a)  2  resent  Party  No  I. 

Neyyattinkara,  Vilavancode,  Kalkulam  and  Rraniel  are  to  continue  under  ope. 
Party  Officer  as  hitherto,  but  that  Party  Officer  is  to  be  Mr.  Ramaewami  Aiyar,  not 

I.  Net/ yattmlara.  The  printing  and  issne  of  the  settlement  registers  to  be  done 
by  the  end  of  Panguny  1081  (April  1906). 

II.  Vilaramode.  The  registers  to  be  sent  up  by  the  end  of  Chittrai  1081 
(May  1906)and  to  be  printed  by  .the  end  of  10.81  (August  1906). 

III.  Kalin! am  $  Eraniol  The  registers  to  lie  completed  and  sent  up  in  monus, 
cript  by  the  end  of  Audi  1081  (August  1906).  A  special  establishment  consisting  of  4 
supervisors;  20  classifiers  and  20  accountants  to  be  entertained  for  liraniel  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  besides  assigning  for  short  periods  two  Assistant  Pejshkars  to  dispose  of 
objections  on  the  rough  pattahs. 

(b)  Present  Party  No.III. 

I.  Quilon.  Registers  of  all  the  pakudis  except  those  in  which  Munro  Island 
.and  Umayunallur  ■Saukctham  lie  are  to  be  submitted  at  once  to  the  Central  Office  for  get. 
ting  them  printed.  A  special  establishment  consisting  of  a  supervisor  on  Ra.  70,  6 
classifiers  and  ,6  accountants  with  the  necessary  complement  of  clerjis  and  peons  to  be 
sanctioned  for  a  period  o£  6  months  .to  get  through  the  settlement  of  the  lands  involved 
aS?  in  the  two  tracts  above  mentioned  and  the  registers  of  the  whole  fahjkto  be  printed  and 
issued  by  the  end  of  Panguiy  1081  (April  1906). 


id  upon  at  the  Conferences  have  been  left  intact  and  as  I  have  to  base 
on  all  the  points  settled,  I  give  below  a  resume  of  what  I  take  to  be 
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irvey  lielcls  a 


Is  received  that  each  property  is  very  large  in  extent  and' 
continuous  but  are  very  often  detached  from  each  other 
!  to  get  through  as  many  survey  numbers  there  us  in  a 
compact  taluk,  nor  will  a  supervisor  be  able  to  control  or  check  the  work  of  as  many 
classifiers  as  in  anv  other  taluk.  I  would  therefore  divide  Thodupuzha  into  2  super- 
yIs.t.-k’  charges  and  have  one  Assistant  for  it  by  itself  until  some  other  neighbouring 
n  Ink  might  get  ready.  As  work  both  in  Parur  and  Thodupuzha  will  be  done  from 
start  to  finish  purely  under  the  new  scheme,  it  ought  to  be  got  through  methodically,, 
well  and  with  sufficient  expedition  and  those  two  taluks  may  probably  be  expected  to 
ao  finished  by  the  end  of  1082  (August  11)07). 


li.  I  have  in  the  foregoing  paras  tried  to  place  before  Government,  some  idea  of 
my  own  conception,  of  the  decisions  recently  arrived  at  and  of  the  work  to  be  done, 
and  I  shall  now  proceed  with  my  proposals  about  the  officers  and  establishment  neces¬ 
sary.  There  will  be  one  permanent  Assistant  wanted  for  the  southern  taluks  for  ,  the 
whole  of  this  year,  another  for  the  taluks  of  Mavelikara  and  Chengannur  a  third  tor 
part  of  the  year  1081  for  Sheneottah  and  a  fourth  for  Thiruvellah  and  Clianganadicrry, 
he  continuing  for  Kotiayam.  also  up  to  the  end  of  1082.  A  permanent  Assistant  would 
bo  wanted  for  Kottarakarai,  Pathanapuram  and  iumnathoor  up  to  the  end  of  1082. 
One  will  be  wanted  for  Parur  for  the  same  period  and  one  more  for  Thodupuzha  and 
an  eighth  for  Kttumanoor,  Vaikam  and  Shertallay  up  to  the  end  of  Chittrui  1083  (May. 
1 308).  1  would  however  reduce  the  number  to  7  by  continuing  all  the  four  taluks 

ol  the  present  second  party  under  one  officer  even  hereafter  instead  of  having  one  for 
fiheucottah  tor  a  small  period  of  this  year.  3  taluks  of  the  present  second  party  are 
connected  by  the  railway  and  the  head-quarters  of  the  fourth  is  only  12  miles  from 
that  of  another.  When  the  hearing  of  rough  pattah  objections  is  done  more  methodi¬ 
cally  than  at  present-  in  Sheneottah,  the  field  work  of  the  Assistant  would  be  finished 
in  a  month  or  a  month  and  a  half,  and  the  writing  of  the  fair  pattahs  and  settlement 
registers  is  really  the  work  of  the  field  establishment  under  the  supervisor,  and  the 
Peishkar  in  charge  of  the  party  has  simply  to  supervise  it  from  time  to  time  and  this 
he  could  do  by  a  trip  to  Sheneottah  once  in  a  week  either  from  Punalore  or  Tvottara- 
kara.  It  is  therefore  that  I  propose  that  one  officer  might  do  for  the  second  party. 
There  are  at  present  6  officers,  namely, 


Deputy  Peishkar, 
Do. 


Mr.  Beugiengar, 
Mr.  Krishniengar, 


Assistant  Peishka 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Aiyar, 
Filial, 
Aiyar  and 


■’  'Mr.  Rengiengar  will  not  be  available  at  1  ast  for  a  long  time  to  come.  With  a  view  to- 
submit  a  prompt  reply  to  Government  in  this  matter  (as  3  months  of  the  year  have 
already  run  out  and  no  more  time  should  be  lost)  I  sent  telegrams  (copies  herein  en¬ 
closed)  to  Messrs.  Sivaramakrishna  Aiyer  and  Souriperumal  Pillai  asking  the  former 
whether  he  was  willing  or  felt  equal  to  take  upithe  settlement  of  Changanacliery  and 
Xottayam  and  finish  them  with  additional  establishment  within  the  time  prescribed  and 
-the  latter  whether  he  would  take  up  the  settlement  oE  Kottarakara,  Pathanapuram  and 
i'unnathur  and  finish  them-  by  the  end  of  1082  and  telling  them  that  in  case  they  could 
not  they  would  have  to  retire.  Their  replies  have  been  received  and  copies  are  herewith- 
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forwarded.  Mr.  Sivaramakrislma  Aiyar’a  reply  speaks  for  itself  and  my  comments  are 
uncalled  for.  Government  will  have  to  put  in  another  man  in  his  place.  As  Mr.  Souri- 
perumal  Pillai’s  reply  is  leas  positive,  he  "may  have  to  be  given  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  state  of  work  in  the  taluks  the  Government  have  offered  him  and  then  to  know 
his  decision  finally.  It  ultimately  he  too  declines,  a  successor  will  have  to  be  found  for 
him  also.  Messrs,  Rrahnaienirar,  Ramaswami  Aiyar  and  Padmanabhan  Tampi  being 
the  three  officers  of  the  old  staff  to  be  retained,  either  5  or  4  men  according  as  the 
Government,  decide  to  have  a  separate  officer  for  Shencottah  or  otherwise,  will  have  to  be 
drafted  int  i  Ik  dejaitnE  fo  jie  in  incut  dm of  parties  from  outside  tor  work  in 
•the  21  taluks,  inclndmjj  Paruv  and  Thodupuzha.  Selections  will  have  to  he  made  onlv 
-from  the  grade  of  lahsiklars.  Mr.  Kaprsuna  Naicker  1ms  alreadv  been  recommended 
by  Government  to  take  Mr.  Itengiengars  place.  He  has  been  drawimr  ft*  200  even  from 
-the  middle  of  li  t  year,  and  Ins  status  and  future  pay  will  have  to  be  settled  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  that  fact-  I  submit  below  the  names  ot  a  few  other  Tahsddnvs  from  amoiv whom 
selections  might  be  made  for  Party  Officers. 


1.  C.  Govinda  Pillai  B.  A  &  B.  L. 

2.  V.  S.  Kcsava  Aiyar  B.  A  &  B.  L. 


Tahsildar  of  Kottayam.  salary  Rs.  175. 
do.  Quilon,  do.  Rs.  175. 


3.  P..  Sesha  Iyengar  B.  A.  &  B.  L. 

4.  R.  Krishna  Pillai  B.  A.  &  B.  L. 

5.  V.  A.  Krishnier  B.  A.  &  B.  L. 

6.  P.  Krishna  Pillai  B.  A 

7.  K.  Narayanan  Pandalai  B.  A.  &  B.  L. 

8.  E.  Padmanabha  Pillay 


do.  Kottarakara,  do.  Rs.  150. 

do.  Neyyaltinkarailo.  Rs.  125. 

do.  Shencottah  do.  Rs.  125. 

do.  Meenachil,  .  do.  Rs.  125. 

do.  Vycome,  do.  Rs.  125. 

do.  Mavelikarai  do.  Rs.  150. 


6  of  them  are  Graduates  in  Arts  and  Law  and  a  7th  is  a  graduate  only  in  Arts.  They 
are  all  intelligent  and  capable  in  various  degrees,  but  I  do  not  know  what  peculiar 
habits  of  work  each  of  them  possesses,  and  whether  they  will  all  work  with  that 
sustained  energy  which  is  so  essential  in  Party  Officers  just  at  present.  The  8th 
(E.  Padmanabha  Pillai)  does  not  know  English,  but  is  one  of  the  best  revenue  officers 
and  is  efficient  is  managing  affairs  properly. 


7.  If  Messrs.  Rengiengar,  Sivaramakrishnier  and  Souriperumal  Pillai  are  to  vacate 
their  places,  the  vacancies  will  be  in  the  higher  grades,  and  they  ought  to  be  filled  up  by 
men  already  in  the  department,  namely,  by  Messrs  Ramaswarm  Aiyar,  Padmanabhan 
Tampi  and  Rajaratna  Naicker,  and  in  their  places,  fresh  _  men  ought  to  be  taken  in. 
What  salaries  the  Government  will  fix  for  the  new  Assistants  I  have  no  means  of 
inowing,  but  I  would  recommend  that  they  should  not  be  less  than  Rs.  200  a  mouth. 
With  regard  to  the  establishment  which  each  of  them  is  to  have,  I  will  not  give  them 
•the  same  number  as  is  now  allowed  to  each  of  the  Party  Officers.  There  are  at  present 
more  hands  doing  clerical  and  correspondence  work  than  there  are  accountants.  Now 
that  the  Government  are  anxious  that  clerical  work  should  be  reduced  as  much  as 
possible  and  to  increase  the  direct  and  personal  supervision  of  the  Party  officers  over 
the  "field  establishment,  I  think  the  office  hands  of  the  Party  Officers  might  be  revised 


10.  Mr.  Ramaswami  Aiyar  seems  to  have  asked  for  two  Assistant  Peishkars 
for  hearing  rough  pattah  objections  in  Kalkulam  and  Eraniel  during  some  part  of  the 
Current  year.  I  have  my  own  doubts  whether  two  will  not  be  a  small  number  and 
whether  three  will  not  be  necessary  besides  the  permanent  Party  Peishkar,  as  this  work  will 
have  to  be  done  simultaneously  in  both  Eraniel  and  Kalkulam  taluks.  The  decision 
of  that  question  however  rests  with  Government.  For  hearing  rough  pattah  objections 
in  Chengannur,  one  additional  officer  will  be  necessary  as  Mr.  Padmanabhan  Tampi  will 
be  engaged  in  Mavelikara  in  the  same  work  about  the  same  time.  For  Thiruvellah  and 
Changanacbery  both  of  which  the  Government  want  to  complete  this  year,  2  rough 
pattah  hearing  officers  will  be  necessary  for  each,  and  deducting  one  permanent  Party 
Officer  Hymen  will  have  to  be  put  in  anew.  Thus  in  all,  6  rough  pattah  hearing 
Assistant 'Peishkars  will  be  necessary  for  short  periods  during  this  year  or  7  if  Govern¬ 
ment  decide  upon  having  3  for  Kalkulam  and  Eraniel.  Whether  after  once  draft¬ 
ing  them  into  the  department  the  Government  will  not  do  well  to  retain  them  until 
Settlement  work  is  finished  in  all  the  taluks  of  the  country,  and  utilise  their  services 
in  rotation  wherever  work  fails  due  is  a  question  the  Government  may  have  to  decide 
at  the  very  outset.  For  my  part  I  would  recommend  their  retention.  I  will  not, 
however,  at  once  give  them  the  same  salaries  as  Assistant  Peishkars  who  are  in  charge 
of  parties  and  who  work  from  beginning  to  end.  I  would  have  two  grades  of  them, 
1st  grade  drawing  Rs.  175  and  the  2nd  Rs.  150.  I  would  give  them  only  a  small? 
establishment  of  2  clerks,  one  on  Rs.  15  and  the  other  on  Rs.  12  and  4  peons,  one  on 
Rs.  7  and  the  other  3  on  Rs.  6  each.  As  regards  the  men  to  be  appointed  such  o£ 
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fo  Island  and  Umayanalloor  Sanketham  in  Quilon,  4  additional  classifiers  for 
Ambalapmha  for  5  months,”  20  classifiers  and  20  accountants  for  Eraniel  for  9  months,. 
3  classifiers  and  3  accountants  for  Kottayam  up  to  the  end  of  1082,  8  classifiers  and  8 
accountants  for  Changanachery  for  9  months,  10  classifiers  and  10  accountants  for 
Chengannur  for  9  months,  15  classifiers  and  15  accountants  each  for  Vycome  and  Sher- 
talai,  8  classifiers  and  16  accountants  for  Ettumauoor,  or  in  all  89  classifiers,  95  account¬ 
ants  and  6  peons.  Besides  the  above,  1 2  classifiers  and  12  accountants  for  Kalkulam  for 
9  months  and  14  classifiers  and  14  accountants  for  Thiruvellah  for  the  same  period  are 
also  required  according  to  the  requisition  of  the  Party  Officers.  The  20  classifiers  for 
Eraniel  according  to  Mr.  llamas  wami  Aiyar’s  recommendation  at  the  Conference  have  to 
be  paid  Rs.  25  each,  the  rest  need  be  paid  only  Rs.  15  each,  accountants  Rs.  10  each  and 
peons  Rs.  5  each.  For  Parur,  we  want  2  deputy  supervisors,  one  on  Rs.  35  and  the 
other  on  Rs.  30  and  2  peons  on  Rs.  5  each,  7  classifiers,  of  whom  2  should  be  in  the 
1st,  2  in  the  2nd  and  3  in  the  3rd  grade,  7  accountants  and  7  peons,  and  for  the  twa 


1.329 


sections  of  Thodupuzha  we  require  15  classifiers,  of  whom  4  should  be  in  the  1st  grade, 
5. in  the  2nd,  and  6  in  the  3rd,  15  accountants  and  15  peons  besides  4  deputy  super¬ 
visors,  one  on  Its.  40,  2  on  Its.  35  and  1  on  Rs..  30  and  4  peons.  The  field  establishments 
above  mentioned  have  to  be  appointed  at  once. 

13.  Estimate  of  additional  expenditure  for  1081.  The  additional  establishment, 
above  mentioned  will  lead  to  an  additional  expenditure  in  1081  of  Rs.  62,319.  I  append 
herewith  a  statement  showing  details  of  the  additional  cost. 

14.  With  regard  to  para  7  of  your  letter,  I  am  addressing  5*011  separate!/  about  the 

supervisors  of  Ettumanur,  Vycome  and  Shertallai  forwarding  all  the  records  of  the  case 
against  them.  s 

15.  I  am  thankful  for  the  instructions  conveyed  in  para  8  of  your  letter  under 
acknowledgment,  but  I  must  respectfully  point  out  to  Government  that  there  has  been 
no  unnecessary  interference  with  the  Party  Officers  beyond  what  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  control.  There  were  20  returns  referring  only  to  the  work  done  submitted  weekly, 
fortnightly  and  monthly,  before  I  took  charge.  In  their  place  I  have,  after  due  consult¬ 
ation  with  the  Party  Officers  substituted  one  fortnightly  return  of  field  and  other  work 
done  by  the  classifiers,  and  another  of  the  checking  work  done  by  the  deputy  supervisors 
and  a  monthly  statement  of  the  work  done  by  the  supervisors  and  a  fourth  by  the 
Party  Officers,  besides  their  inspection  journals.  Vide  correspondence  ending  with  your 
letter  No.  S/274  dated  30th  May  1905.  The  returns  of  work  done  by  the  classifiers, 
deputy  supervisors  and  supervisors  do  not  come  to  me  direct.  They  are  received  by 
the  Party  officers  who  scrutinize  them,  make  their  own  remarks  and  forward  them  to 
me  for  my  information.  If  a  comparison  is  made  of  the  No.  of  returns  redeved  in  my 
Office  with  that  submitted  to  the  Central  Office  of  the  Revenue  Settlement  Commissioner, 
Madras,  given  in  chapter  VII  of  the  Settlement  Manual,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  found 
there  is  any  unnecessary  call  for  information  from  my  Office.  The  number  I  get  is  very 
email.  As  regards  the  dispensation  of  patronage  it  is  carried  out  entirely  both  according 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Government  Proceedings.  It  was  only  at  the  initial  stage 
when  the  whole  establishment  had  to  be  rearranged  I  interfered  and  that  I  did  according 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Proceedings  and  the  Government  letter  No.  S/2G3  A  dated  29th 

■  September  1904  asking  for  the  reconstitution  of  the  department.  Even  for  a  taluk 
like  Quilon  for  which  no  provision  whatever  had  been  made  in  the  Proceedings,  I  found 
hands  with  due  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  subordinates  concerned,  and  gave  as  many 
hands  as  I  could  spare,  some  of  them  being  there  who  had  done  work  in  that  taluk 
itself.  Since  the  initial  stage  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  field  establishment. 
All  these  facts  I  have  from  time  to  time  reported  to  Government,  and  if  I  refer  to  them 
here,  it  is  only  to  convince  Government  that  everything  is  being  done  exactly  according 
to  the  Proceedings. 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd)  T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


MADHAVA  IUO, 
Dewan. 
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had  failed  to  - - ~ - - ,  , 

chittahs  and  settlement  registers.  Both  from  the  enquiries  made  by  the  i. 
a  result  of  the  different  conferences  held  by  him  before  the  new  scheme  was  prepared, 
he  had  been  led  to  believe  that  when  once  the  block  statements  were .  sanctioned  by  the 
Huzur  the  settlement  had  almost  reached  the  final  stage  and  what  remained^  w; 

f  chittahs  and  pattahs  and  the  settlem  '1'"' 


[  by  th 

preparation  of  chittahs  and  pattahs  and  the  settlement  register  in  accordance  with  the 
block  statements,  and  this  being  entirely  mechanical  work  a  couple  of  accountants  for 
each  pakudi  ought  to  be  able  to  get  through  ic  within  a  short  time.  But  when  he  en¬ 
quired  into  the*  causes  for  the  delay  in  completing  the  settlement  of.  Shencottah  and 
Vilavancode  taluks  and  the  slow  progress  made  in  Kalculam  and  Eraniel  taluks  it  was 
found  that  the  block  statement  which  is  a  complete  and  elaborate  statement  showing  the 
tenure  and  assessment  for  each  survey  number,  with  details  about  the  deductions  from 
the  standard  assessment  on  account  of  tenure  and  assignment  and  additions  thereto  in 
the  shape  of  extra  cesses  calculated  for  each  survey  number,  and  which  was  supposed 
to  have  been  prepared  with  every  care  for  submission  to  and  sanction  of  the  Huzur,  wavs 
treated  only  as  a  document  of  comparatively  little  value  and  the  actual  work  of  fixing 
the  assessment  for  each  survey  number  and  sub-number  was  to  be  done  after  an  elabo¬ 
rate  process  of  fresh  calculation  at  the  time  the  preparation  of  chittahs  and  settlement 
registers  was  taken  up.  The  work  was  further  complicated  and  increased  by  the  sy steal 
of  allowing  sub-divisions  of  survey  numbers  to  be  made  and  taken  into  account  after  the 
block  statements  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Huzur.  These  sub-divisions  are  mostly 
the  result  of  the  registration  decisions  passed  years  ago,  but  under  this  system  they 
would  be  considered  only  at  the  time  of  preparing  chittahs.  This  virtually  means  re¬ 
doing  the  whole  settlement  work,  with  the  disadvantage  of  having  to  unsettle  what  had 
been  done  at  the  time  of  the  preparation  of  block  statements  and  unnecessarily  compli¬ 
cating  and  prolonging  the  whole  work.  It  was  found  utterly  hopeless  to  persuade  either 
the  Deputy  Peishkar  at  Shencottah  or  the  Assistant  Peishkar  in  charge  of  the  southern 
taluks  that  this  was  a  discredited  and  unbusinesslike  way  of  doing  things.  This  point 
was  again  discussed  at  the  recent  conference  held  in  Trivandrum  and  it  has  now  been 
settled  that  the  block  statements  should  be  taken  as  the  real  and  authoritative  guide  for 
preparation  of  the  chittah,  puttah  and  settlement  register.  Some  of  the  old  officers 
either  will  not  or  could  not  understand  this  simple  matter.  It  is  however  a  matter  for 
thankfulness  that  these  difficulties  have  been  detected  at  this  early  stage  as  otherwise 
the  officers  would  have  gone  on  in  their  perverse  course  and  made  the  attainment  of.  any 
finality  impossible.  Even  with  the  new  men  their  work  will  have  to  be  closely  and  con¬ 
stantly  watched  and  guided  by  the  Settlement  Peishkar  and  Government  hope  he  will  be 
in  a  position  to  afford  the  necessary  time  and  attention  to  this  important  work. 

3.  The  facts  above  described  clearly  point  to  the  necessity  for  revising  the  forecast 
,  in  the  light  of  the  experience  gained  during  the  past  year  and  improving  the  personnel 
of  the  higher  grades  in  view  to  secure  strict  adherence  to  the  instructions  laid  down  in 
the  scheme.  Government  accordingly  resolve  to  revise  the  forecast.  The  main  points 
in  the  revised  forecast  are  : — 


(1)  A  slight  modification  of  the  period  fixed  tor  the  completion  o£  work  in  each 


(2)  Provision  for  additional  establishment  to  cope  with  the  enormous  quantity 
o£  work  so  as  to  complete  the  operations  within  the  time  fixed. 

(3)  Improvement  in  the  personnel  by  the  retirement  of  some  of  the  superior 
officers  and  the  appointment  of  new  officers. 
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The  time  fixed  is  for  the  submission  o£  the  settlement  registers  in  manuscript, 
.and  does  not  include  the  time  required  for  printing  them,  with  which  the  settlement  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  field  have  nothing  to  do.  Though  in  regard  to  some  taluks  the  period  has 
been  slightly  extended,  in  regard  to  others  it  has  been  curtailed  and  some  others  have 
had  no  change.  The  maximum  period  for  completion  of  settlement  throughout  the 
State  does  not  exceed  the  limit  of  4  years  laid  down  in  the  scheme  sanctioned  last  year. 

5.  In  order  to  complete  the  operations  within  the  time  now  fixed  it  is  necessary  how¬ 
ever  that  the  staff  should  be  strengthened  both  in  regard  to  the  superior  officers  and  the 
subordinate  establishment.  The  Settlement  Peishkar’s  letter  quoted  above  contains  particulars 
about  the  additional  establishment  required.  As  a  result  of  the  Dewan’s  personal  discussion 
with  the  Peishkar  on  the  subject  some  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  number  and 
names  of  the  officers  to  be  newly  appointed.  There  are  at  present  5  officers  in  charge  of 
Parties  Nos.  I  to  V  and  an  Office  Assistant  to  the  Peishkar.  Two  more  officers  of 
this  grade  are  required  to  take  up  the  settlement  work  in  the  Parur  and  Todupukza  taluks 
which  are  now  ready.  In  addition  to  these,  7  officers  with  the  powers  of  Assistant 
Peishkaxs  are  required  in  order  to  get  through  the  mass  of  objection  petitions 
on  rough  puttahs.  The  prompt  disposal  of  this  item  of  work  in  all  the  taluks  simulta- 
■  neously  is  essential  as  otherwise  the  issue  of  fair  puttahs  and  preparation  of  settle¬ 
ment  registers  will  be  delayed  unnecessarily.  These  officers  will  be  required  only  for 
short  periods  in  each  taluk,  but  as  suggested  by  the  Settlement  Peishkar  it  will  be  an 
advantage  to  retain  them  until  the  close  of  settlement  throughout  the  State  as  with  the 
experience  they  gain  their  services  could  be  profitably  utilized  for  getting  through 
the  arrears  of  work  which  may  come  to  light  unexpectedly.  The  Peishkar  proposes 
two  grades  for  these  Additional  Assistants,  Rs.  175  and  Rs.  150.  Considering  the 
responsible  nature  of  the  work  to  be  entrusted  to  them  and  the  class  of  men  whose 
services  have  to  be  secured,  Government  resolve  to  fix  the  two  grades  at  Rs.  200  and 
JRs.  175  respectively. 
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o  additional  Supervisors  are  also  necessary  as  pointed  out,  by  the  Settle- 

„  Dewan  Peishkar.  This  Is  a  small  number  when  the  actual  amount  of  work  to 
lone  within  the  time  fixed  is  taken  iuto  consideration.  It  is.  proposed  to  depute 
rise  officers  from  one  taluk  to  another  according  to  the  exigencies  of  work  without 
i tailing  additional  cost. 

The  increased  requirements  m  the  field  establishment  are  uivcn  in  para  12  of  the 
Peishkar’s  letter  and  the  details  are  shown  in  the  Statement  appended. 

Considering  that  almost  all  the  taluks  m  the  State  have  to  be  settled  simulta¬ 
neously  and  that  true  economy  lies  in  the  speedy  close  of  settlement  operations 
which  have  been  prolonged  tor  more  than  22  years  and  cost  the  State  an  enormous 
amount  of  monev.  it  is  necessary  to  afford  every  iaeibty  for  the  tally  and  successful 
termination  of  the  gigantic  work  which  has  been  undertaken.  The  cost  ol  the  addi¬ 
tional  establishment  tins  year  amounts  to  Rs.  Go. Odd.  Tn  the  -succeeding  years,  as  taluks 
get  settled  the  superior  officers  and  subordinate  staff  will  become  available  for  work  nt 
other  taluks.  But  even  it  the  additional  expenditure  is  kept  up  for  2  or  3  years  the 
cost  could  not  he  considered  excessive.  1  here  will  be  considerable  saving  as  the  work 
proceeds,  hut  Government  retain  this  nigh  figure  as  it  is  safer  to  err  on  the  side  ot  excess 
than  of  under-estimate.  W  hat  additional  expenditure  would  oe  necessary  m  future 
years  will  depend  on  the  actual  conditions  of  work  at  the  close  oi  each  year. 

6.  Government  are  convinced  that  an  improvement  m  the  personnel  is  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  work.  Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar  Mr.  Iiaiuiienerar  in  charge  of 
Party  No.  II  has  been  really  in  bad  health  and  unable  to  move  about  lor  several  months 
past 'and  the  work  in  that  Party  has  considerably  suffered  on  that  account.  This 
Peishkar’s  report  makes  it  clear  that  his  retention  in  the  service  will  be  detrimental  to 
the  progress  of  work.  Government  are  constrained  therefore  in  the  interests  of  public 
business  to  order  his  retirement. 

Assistant  Settlement  Peishkar  Mr.  Sivaramakrishna  Iyer  has  failed  to  under¬ 
stand  the  new  scheme  and  is  unable  to  come  up  to  its  requirements.  it  was  proposed!, 
to  transfer  him  to  another  Range,  but  the  Peishkar’s  report  shows  that  the  Assist¬ 
ant  Peishkar  is  riot  prepared  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  completing  the  work 
under  the  new  scheme.  Government  resolve  to  retire  him  also. 

Assistant  Settlement  Peishkar  Mr.  Savariperumal  Pillai  is  also  a  man  of  the 
old  school  and  he  does  not  appear  to  be  quite  capable  of  working  out  the  new  scheme. 
He  will  be  given  a  chance  till  the  close  of  this  year,  and  if  he  is  -then  found  to 
show  no  improvement  he  will  also  have  to  be  retired. 

7.  With  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Rangiengar  and  Mr.  Sivaramakrishna  Iyer  two 
appointments  in  the  higher  grade  will  become  vacant.  These  will  be  filled  up  by 
graduaL  promotion.  Two  more  Assistant  Peishkars  are  necessary  as  already  stated. 
One  of  these  will  be  given  Re.  250  and  the  other  Rs.  200.  There  wall  thus  be  8 
superior  officers  instead  of  6  as  at  present.  The  names  and  salaries  sanctioned 
are  given  below:  — 

Present  pay.  Proposed  pay „ 

1.  Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar  Mr,  Krishna 

Aiycngar  to  continue  in  charge  of  Party 

No.  V  ...  ...  '  ...  Rs.  300  Bb.  300 

2.  Assistant  Settlement  Peishkar  Mr.  liama- 

swamy  Iyer  to  take  the  place  of 

Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar  Mr. 

Rangiengar  retired,  and  to  be  put  in 

charge  of  Party  No  I  „  200  „  300  1 
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3.  Assistant  Settlement  Peislikar  Mr.  Savari- 

perumal  Pillai  to  be  put  in  charge  of 
Party  No.  Vr 

4.  Assistant  Settlement  Peislikar  Mr.  Padma- 

nabhan  Tampi  to  be  put  in  the  new 
appointment  on  Es.  250  and  put  in 
charge  of  Party  No  III. . . 


.  Mr.  C.  Ka.jar.itna  Naicker,  Tahsildar  of  Parur 
now  in  charge  of  Party  No.  II,  to  be 
Assistant  Settlement  Peislikar  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Sivaramakrishna  Iyer 
retired,  and  to  be  in  charge  of  Party 


6.  Mr.  S.  Aiyadura  Iyer  B.  A.  &  B,  l., District 

Munsiif,  Quilon,  to  he  Assistant  Settle¬ 
ment  Peislikar  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Bamaswaniy  Iyer  and  put  in  charge  of 
Party  No.  IV... 

7.  Mr.  C.  Govinda  Pillai,  B.  A.  &  B.  r,.,  Tali-  ... 

sildar  of  Kottayam,  to  be  Assistant  ... 
Settlement  Peishbar  in  the  place  of  Mr.  . . , 
K.  Padmanabhan  Tampi... 

8.  Mr.  V.  S.  Kesava  Iyer,  B.  A.  &  B.  L.,  Tali-  . 

sildar  of  Quilon,  to  be  put  in  the  new  ... 
appointment  of  Assistant  Settlement 
Peislikar  on  Es.  200. 


The  following  officers  are  appointed  as  Ad 
and  Es.  175: — 


1.  Mr.  S.  Swaminatha  Sastri  B.  A,  &  B.  L., 

Sirkar  Vakil,  Quilon  ... 

2.  Mr.  Ramasubba  Sastri  B.  a.  &  B.  l., 

Sirkar  Vakil,  Alleppey  . 

3.  Mr.  P.  Sesha  Iyengar  B,  A.  &  B.  l., 

Tahsildar  of  Kottarakara- 

4.  Mr.  E.  Padmanabha  Pillai,  Tahsildar  of 

Mavelikara 

5.  Mr.  M.  V.  Subramonia  Iyer^  B.  a., 

Tahsildar  of  Changanacheri 

6.  Mr.  K.  Krishna  Pillai  b.  a.,  &  B.  n., 

Tahsildar  of  Neyyattinkara . 

7.  Mr.  P.  Krishna  Pillai  B.  a., Tahsildar  of 

Minachil... 
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,hese  officers  -will  be  actually  entertained  only  when  their  services  are  required 
liferent  taluks  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

V.  The  following  nominations  for  the  supervisorships  made  by  the  Peishkar  are 


1.  Alexander  b.  a.,  Sub-Registrar,  Kartigapalli. 

2.  Sankarauarayana  Iyer,  Teacher,  Girl’s  College. 

3.  G.  V.  Venkataramana  Iyer,  Head  Clerk,  Settlement  Central  Office, 

4.  S.  Aiyaswami  Sastri  m.  a.,  Sheristadar,  Settlement  Central  Office. 

5.  T.  II.  Kesava  Iyer  b.  a.,  Assistant,  Normal  School. 

G.  K.  Govinda  Menon  b.  a.,  Clerk,  General  and  Revenue  Secretariat. 

7.  S.  Rajangam  Iyer  b.  a.,  Deputy  Settlement  Supervisor. 

8.  K.  M.  lvuruvila  B.  A.,  Clerk,  District  Court,  Quilon. 

9.  P.  Tharyan  b.  a.,  l.  t.,  who  was  for  some  time  Temporary  Supervisor. 

10.  N.  Nilakantan  Unni  B.  a.,  Deputy  Tahsildar,  lvottayam. 

11.  Parameswaren  Pillai  u.  a.  &  b.  n.,  Sub-Registrar,  Parur. 

1 2.  T.  V.  Ramakrishna  Iyer  b,  a.,  Deputy  Clerk,  Educational  Secretary’s 


Office. 


13.  A.  S.  Krishna  Iyer,  Deputy  Tahsildar,  Kunnattur. 

14.  Nilacarita  Puduval  B.  A.,  Deputy  Tahsildar,  Shertalla. 

15.  M.  Sankara  Pillai,  Sub- Registrar,  Neyyattmkara. 

16.  S.  Ramakrishna  Iyer,  Sub-Registrar,  Kaleulam. 


10.  The  field  establishment  recommended  by  the  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar  is 

also  sanctioned.  .  . 

1 1.  A  consolidated  statement  showing  the  additional  cost  on  account  of  the  superior 
-officers,  subordinates  and  the  field  establishment  sanctioned  is  appended. 


R.  VIRARAGHAVA  AIYANGAR, 
For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 
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Huzur  Cutcherry, 

Trivandrum,  23rd  November  1905_ 


The  Dewan  Peishkar, 
Quilon. 


With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  1288  dated  10th  August  last,  lam  directed 
to  inform  you  that  tlm  settlement  of  the  cantonment  lands  in  Quilon  should  lie  done- 
by  the  revenue  department. 


(SdO  E.  VIBARAHGAVA  AIYANGAlt, 
For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


S/s; «>. 

Huzur  Cutcherry, 

Trivandrum,  23rd  November  1905. 

Copy  forwarded  to  the  Dewan  Peishkar,  Revenue  Settlement,  for  information 

(Sd.)  E.  VIRARAGAVA  AIYANGAB, 

For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


No.  S/590. 

To 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 

Trivandrum,  23rd  November  1905. 


The  Devan  Peishkar, 

Pievenue  Settlement. 


With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  1S38  dated  30th  Ultimo,  1  am  directed  .to 
inform  you  that  the  favouraolv  assessed  lands  to  which  reference  is  made  in  para  2  of 
your  letter  do  not  lull  under  section  24  of  the  Proclamation  and  as  such  the  usual  .pattah 
may  be  issued  in  respect  of  those  lands. 

2.  The  Dan, nn  tenures  leferred  to  in  para  4  are  dealt  with  in  section  25  and  no 

title  deeds  need  he  issued  m  respect  of  them  also.  ■. 

3.  The  toinis  of  title  deeds  forwarded  with  your  letter  are  approved.  I  request, 
however,  you  win  lie  so  <ioocl  as  to  send  me  the  forms  of  which  the  forms  you  have 

I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  B.  VIKARAGHAVA  AIYANGAB, 

For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  His  Wighn 
Mahah  Rajah  of  Travancore. 


Proceedings  o£  Government  No.  S/2S3  dated  15th  October  1502  regard! 
ment  of  Shencoltuh  taluk. 

Memorial  dated  Vycamy  1070  f  June  1904)  from  Mr.  E.  Eamaier  and  otf 


meat  Proclamation  except  in  cases  in  which  there  has  been  any  change  of  assessment 
between  the  years  982  and  993  or  99.6  M.  E.  When  specific  instances  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  are  brought  to  light  the  lands  will  lie  dealt  with  under  section  24  of  the 
tion  and  brought  under  brdf  assessment,  that  is.  half  the  assessment  fixed  at 
settlement  with  reference  to  the  assessment  on  neighbouring  Perumpattu 
doing  so,  it  is  unnecessary  to  consider  whether  the  lands  have  been  alienated 
in  the  hands  of  the  original  donees  or  their  successors.  The  half  assessmc 
levied  in  the  case  of  all  lands  which  have  been  subjected  to  revision  of  assess 


past,  whosoever  may  be  now  in  possession. 


R.  MAHADEVAATY 


Ref.  on  C.  No.  S/600. 
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Huzur  Cutcherry, 

Trivandrum,  24th  November*!  905. 


To 

The  Dewan  Peis  htir, 

Eevenue  Settlement. 

Sir, 

Adverting  tc  correspondence  ending  with  this  Office  letter  No. A  dated  21st 
Auo-ust  1905,  1  am  directed  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  Govern¬ 
ment  No.  S/599  dated  24th  November  1905  regarding  the  treatment  to  be  accorded  o 
Bhattavrithi  lands  in  Shcncottah,  slightly  modifying  the  provisions  of  the  Proceedings 
No.S.283  dated  loth  October  1902  on  the  same  subject. 


I  have  &c., 

(Signed.)  R.MAHADEVA  AIYAll, 

For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 

Trivandrum,  27th  November  1905. 


No.  S/604, 

To 


The  Dewan  Peishcar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 


With  reference  to  your  Sadlianam  No.  513/41  dated  31st  Kanni  1081  (16th 
October  1905)  regarding  the  issue  of  pattal)  for  lands  included  in  registration  cases 
Nos.  349,  843,  and  S44  in  the  village  of  Karkudi,  Shencottah  taluk.  I  am  directed  to 
inform  you  that  pattah  may  be  prepared  in  the  name  of  the  Deity  and  handed  over  to 
Ananthakrishna  Jyer  and  others  as  recommended. 

The  enclosures  are  herewith  returned. 


I  have  &c, 

(Sd.)  R.  MAHADEYA  AIYAR, 

For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government, 


(Sd)  T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 

Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar " 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Trivandrum, 

12th  December  1905. 

27th  Vridiigom  1081. 

The  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 

The  Chief-  Secretary  to  Government 

Subject: — -Return  to  the  settlement  department  of  certain  Viruthi  cases  transferred 
to  the  Mavelikara  taluk. 


In  reply  to  Huzur  Settlement  Sadham 


in  them 


i  No.161  dated  6/ 2/ SI,  I  have  the  honor 
r  be  rendered  to  Government.  They 


such  lands  having  been  required  to  render  service  to  such  J  emmes  and  Madam-  ...... .  , 

seems  to  me  that  the  Proceedings  of  Government  No.  S/Z62  dated  23-9-04/8-2-80  can 
apply  to  Government  Oozhia  Viruthi  lands  only  and  that  the  settlement  of  all  other 
Inams,  by  whatever  wrong  names  they  might  be  designated,  still  rests  with  this  depart¬ 
ment.  The  eases  were  found  to  have  been  wrongly  transferred  to  the  taluk  a  uthorities 
at  the  time  the  Proceedings  above  quoted  was  issued.  This  fact  was  brought  to  my 
notice  during  my  first  tour  to  Chengannoor  last  year  and  I  gave  inslmw-'-v"~  n.„,  v,-,- 
cases  should  be  re-called  and  disposed  of  by  the  settlement  officers 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  favor  file  with  the  orders  of  Governmeut. 

I  have  &c., 

(Sd)  T.  RAJ  ARAM  ROW, 

Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


hi  by  former  Jem 
"s  holders 


I  request  that 
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cacutwjo  aaOTa^ail^ffi^nmiTOoasmoria  nri>  9  oj-aacasrrssvffra)  ro^foja,  jjanaejo  asistk 
s>cse8aaoosmi!o  (**)-oo  aiAgJmaejo  cu1^3^d3eJ«M)d3ffl®>asisirncrno  Q®onf)3(iA  000  oaai 
avuo  oja  n4<t>wisemo3  ^  o  j>a.-oaoeci$  A^snsfoTl  i9i®ansic9o|  ®I®aoj/o  ojcryrfwsis.  nruca 
njl^j  cruaMsateeJtfls  a,n>os)<&3snif3?n!iacufol<ftiaj>o  (naja^oldjsrmtmkarwo  otooGaoamaftmAitJtt!) 
ouc95i3ii  Oja  Qjf^iO^g.o  ■»  aa  maaals  am&lsigj§cTO<^®cr>ai>o  ocr>aas«aiaOo  sioruooluA 

s,xcAo.  cnsajilAa  aCo5>jj§®>0al''i  3151 000  rnlAia^^aaaaa  !Maal!ol<«scYi®  a®amo  (osslcr^olocrr 
ai)j2J0to6mrvaixvo  g)<o>lsicoj_jool  mjoc/aac&ng-Ji  o®^cn}a>orr>  rail  ora  <ug"£D  6aj3awjTO0®sis 
oJlojfflo  Gioajsjgij^fsnnlajio  <ft>®fflra>|5in(i)o  AOogjo  canb  mjaicrufiaig-jgtmiiD  Gajjsiti  ms«5Ki> 
fflgj^snaonfao  tsil^ljsiii^ojocib  ao.tusi  sjAO^iflaAQijio  is»(®cflfA)ral^  ons<asiajJo  siajojjl^msns 
mao  coo  oaojcrojojo  aacr^dto^o  s>ac®  asPloSln*  s.Oosi^gsvoxrw  .\Joq»raw><ft!i®>3Q&i(®nnnbe4o  cru 
c9®3(ola£jdso  ajtej  soomsBOo  Aoorrtomgjo  000  ma^j<95>0oas  gae-^aCo  roilcna  qj® 

rr»  a.-oo  eaejo  mScasKtsroaaistraimao  rwamlnsb  g^on&iaco.1  msojslaa  ^sajga.roaaj/1  G®ama 
cTOtagjmao  ^Gg-jaOo  ro?cTO(iJ®cn?AB<5«nla(>  airr^  «n)Ay  cro<3<s)0(!>  Asro<asilsigjm3o  ascucnuo 
qjlaagiayai®mw)  escucrujo  AsrnAncwmjol^  ay&ajfooo  oj(tn)®c93iStnrolc«)  o_caoo  <0*35 
'  <a «<j$o  ava®ilc»  ciile.1  otaosodisAajio  «>aJG^sn3(w!s>nr>g-ioo)  aSifiMjAfflr®  msnrnl|§a.ffl>3«t')fo 
<S3ojnv>Jd35i3(b  c^ffljacrbiliao  ssfAa-caoo  ■sraraiaacfiyolo^  aoo  (osSlcvyDlfab  oj<tn)c6ff> 

agio  (srarailnm  csstfra  aJgc!®o  siAa=d>siC5j!o  g^as}«n5ra)03iliid33cY>a)  o®mso  <i)abo ^  ^  @_aG 
cniQylrab  iy,p-oaa6ns  mcjaaarruo  r*>-3ro-  aa>s>  aflat)  nmaaxno  ojfrnlsaa  mlcre^ 

cjorb  Asians 'i’ryrailrsb  o<oo  (iiaoamaflnoAiaiaiaa ..  --fca'enfYOjo  (i!nr^<9a^l®nc9/A  cun^ 

wtiloalsi^joAlejo  (vvicwiooteejaa  <a>fflo  siAasruiAasnarm  (TOrfluiflas  cffrjj)  qja  QJO^amCccaao 

(tv>as)3<i  saooaaaifl  ajflslcuaa  curry <91  Co J>so  3o<ea  aoo  siAag^l^j  ajgaio  siAas.y3qaa&ffn,-. 

(jacaunwlcn  <noj&):Bflfljb  eaaimxJo  (DAcsa'aayaa.  oJn^dJsiGoaa  aroacuarasm  Qjmssnt  aacn 
nrvuo  oicry Asia) ns  (aWaito  msajs)  msGiwnsnsgaaAoa'arab  (svagjAaoo  rnsnsraiby  s i*a 
gaamo.  a^Aoxiaoo  ojiwlfitaasnsg)  a\)o6mnrufl^  afflspoKSAOYg)  oosomcnarcjl  cjo^omrnl 
ffifijcss  a@s)«ne£)&io  cco)^js>g_ j§]|s>»tso  ag)cro  sfilgo  ai®nsiKol  ofooaaaojSax^siejcoa  ^roj  o®<f> 
«fl  isozmq  ®)^js)gjS3s>(ro  AlScaffloaosismaTlrab  afj)^cri)«nKa/^  (Starrs  aaoivio  c^laaml  Aosml  • 
-gj  oaaxrolisiaofl-gjaooaaraiaAmei. 

«KV\)oo)RA«iaaiia  rjlaiaoi  cnjqgja^  .-■' 


raasaaraaa  oacarb. 
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No.  1554/R.  500. 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  31st  January  1906. 


To 


The  Dewan  Peishkar, 
Quilon. 


writing  oft;  the  accounts  of  tax  levied  on  the  lands  belonging  to  Ganapathi  Devastwoln 
'Thalavadi  provertlii,  Ambalapuza  taluk,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  tax  need 
not  be  collected  and  that  a  remark  to  toto  *»<1W  mav  1 


i  that  effect  may  be  made  in  the  "settlement 


Sd /.  A.  J.  VIE  YE  A, 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


No.  1555/R.  507. 

Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  31st  January  1906. 

Copy  forwarded  to  the  Dewan  Peishkar,  Revenue  Settlement,  with  reference  to 
his  Sadhanom  No.  33/1  dated  5/1  /81  to  the  Dewan  Peishkar,  Quilon. 

Sd/.  A.  J.  VIEYRA, 


Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


PAPERS 


PAYMENT  OF  LAND-TAX 


IN  KIND, 
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PROCEEDIN'  G-S 

the  Government  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  of 
Travancore. 
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1.  The  question  which  the  Government  has  now  to  consider  and  solve  is  not  a 
new  one.  It  may  not  be  quite  correct  to  call  the  subject  under  consideration  payment 
o£  tax  ill  kind,  £or  although  the  land  tax  is  levied  in  a  few  taluks  in  the  shape  of  cocoa- 
nuts  and  cocoanut  oil  and  in  some  cases  in  cocoam.it  leaves  also,  the  practice  will  disappear 
with  the  introduction  of  the  new  settlement.  Government  are  therefore  practically  con¬ 
cerned  only  with  the  question  of  payment  of  tax  in  paddy  on  the  wet  lands  in  the  State- 
The  whole  tax  again  is  not  leviable  in  paddy.  A  proportion  is  levied  in _cash,  J  in  the 
Padmaiiabhapurain  and  Trivandrum  Divisions  and  I  in  the  Quilon  and  Kottayam  Divi- 
sions,  at  rates  of  commutation  adopted  43  years  ago.  The  proposal  now  before  Govern.-  i 
ment  is  that  the  remaining  portion  of  the  tax  which  is  now  paid  in  paddy  should  also- 
he  converted  into  tax  in  money.  What  the  Government  is  now  called  upon  to  do  is  to  * 
cany  out  the  last  instalment  of  a  reform  the  necessity  for  which  was  felt  and  recognised  1 
nearly  a  century  ago  and  which  has  been  given  efEect  to  from  time  to  time  as  the  circum-  , 
stances  of  the  country  and  the  exigencies  of  the  administration  permitted. 

2.  Both  officials  on  the  one  band  and  non-officials  and  the  ryots  on  the  other  are 
agreed  that  the  collection  of  the  wet  land  tax  in  paddy,  however  small  the  proportion 
may  be,  is  attended  with  loss  and  harassment  to  the  ryot,  loss  to  Government  in  a 
variety  of  ways  and  wholesale  demoralization  of  the  collecting  agency.  Fraud  and  ' 
corruption  are  evils  inseparable  from  the  system.  The  poorer  classes  of  ryots  are 
kept  in  abject  dependence  on  the  subordinate  Keyenue  officials  and  are  compelled  by 
force  of  circumstances  to  be  participators  in  their  evil  practices.  The  more  intelligent 
and  influential  among  the  land-holders  almost  invariably  pay  in  money  by  resorting 

to  irregular  devices  and  expedients;  It  also  sometimes  happens  that  royts  with  a  small  . 
quantity  of  paddy  to  pay  as  tax  prefer  to  pay  its  money  equivalent  at  even 
above,  market  rates  to  avoid  the  trouble,  inconvenience  and  cost  of  taking  it  to  the  Pro- 
verty  Cutcberry.  The  excess  of  course  goes  into  the  pockets  of  the  Proverty  officials.  | 
So  long  as  payment  in  kind  continues  it  will  be  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  securing  admi-  I 
nistrative  efficiency  in  the  Revenue  branch  o  f  the  service.  A  system  of  this  kind  atteft-  j 
ded  with  so  many  economic  and  moral  evils  stands  self-condemned. 

3.  That  it  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  both  the  Government  and  the  ryot®  that 
the  land  tax  should  be  paid  in  money  has  been  acknowledged  in  principle  and  whenever 
the  economic  conditions  of  the  country  permitted,  the  tax  which  was  wholly  in  kind 

•originally  has  been,  from  time  to  time,  made  payable  in  cash  in  varying  proportions- 


I  Ilfs' 


its  practical  working,  engaged  the  anxious  consideration  of  Dewan  Ramiengar,  Dcivan 
Rama  Row  and  of  fiewan  Shungrasoobver  and  tiler  have  left  it  on  record  that  the  evils 
are  inherent  in  the  system  and  cannot  be  remedied  except  by  flu;  total  abolition  of  the  sys- 


proponion  of  money  i 
ns  and  i  ill  the  Trr 
;  considered  is  whether 
portion  now  paid  in  ir 


This  is 
much  di- 


savings  as  this  item  will  enter  into  the  contractor’s  rates  or  actual  prices  which  Govern¬ 
ment  wili  have  to  pay  for  delivery  of  paddy  in  the  places  where  they  are  wanted.  The 
expected  savings  are  too  small  to  affect  the  average  to  any  appreciable  extent 
Mr  Muthukaruppu  Pillai’s  method  is  the  safest  to  follow  in  fixing  commutation 


IS.  The  real  difficulty  in  fixing  a  rate  is  the  absence  of  reliable  figures  as 
regards  the  ruling  prices  throughout  the  country.  Statement  No.  IV  gives  the  niruk 
orcm-rent  market  rates  for  the  past  20  years  in  the  important  stations  for  which  niruk 
fates  are  called  for  and  filed  in  the  Huzuiv  Assuming  these  figures  to  be  correct  the  average 
on  the  20  years’  prices  for  the  whole  State  works  out  at  12  chs.-7  c.  per  parali,  the 
average  rate  for  different  stations  varying  from  0  chs.-- 3  e.  to  14  chs.-8  c.  The  rates 
which  can  be  easily  borne  in  places  close  to  important  towns  and  markets  would  of  course 
be  unsuitable  for  out-of-the-way  villages  in  the  interior.  Fixing  different  rates  for  different 
localities  is  out  of  the  question,  as  with  the  improved  facilities  of  communication  and  the 
development  of  trade  the  reasons  which  rendered  such  a  course  necessary  a  century  ago  no 
longer  hold  good.  A  uniform  rate  is  therefore  necessary.  From  the  average  rate  of  12 
chs^-7  c.  shown  above,  a  deduction  of  7  c.  may  well  be  made  for  the  reason  given  by 
Mr.  Huthukaruppu  Pillai  “  that  more  paddy  will  be  available  for  sale  in  the  local  market 
in  the  event  of  the  abolition  of  the  paddy  tax  ”,  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  parah 
mentioned  in  these  calculations  is  the  Agrasala  parah  of  800  cubic  inches  which  is  the 
standard  measure  prescribed  by  Government  and  not  the  Chala  mudra  parah  of  900 
cubic  inches. 

19.  The  probable  savings  to  Government  resulting  from  the  abolition  of  pay¬ 
ment  in  kind  have  also  not  been  correctly  ascertained.  In  addition  to  the  items  taken 
into  account  by  Mr.  Muthukaruppu  Pillai,  there  is  the  loss  from  the  sale  of  surplus 
paddy'from  granaries  at  prices  below  the  niruk  rate  and  the  loss  by  defalcations.  On 
the  first  point  some  information  has  since  been  furnished  which  is  given  in  Statement 
No.  III.  Under  the  last  head  ‘defalcation’,  there  is  no  correct  information,  but  from 
some  figures  furnished  by  the  Peishkars  it  is  seen  that  the  liabilities  under  this  head  are 
kept  on  in  the  accounts  for  indefinitely  long  periods  and  ultimately  written  off  as 
irrecoverable. 


20.  From  the  data  available,  a  commutation  rate  may  be  deduced  in  tire  maimer 
specified  below: —  ... 

(1)  Total  quantity  of  paddy  actually  required  for 
devaswom  awl  oottupurahs,  that  is,  after 
deducting  the  payments  in  kind  for  pensions 
&c.  and  the  unexpended  balance  out  of  the 
Padivu  allotment  of  paddy  (Vide  Statement 
No.  V)  ...  .:.  ...  14,00,000  parabs. 

•  (2)  Price  of  (1)  at  12  chs.  per  - parah  which  is  the, 

-  average  niruk  rate  for  the  last  20  3'ears  ...  42,00,000  fanams. 

(6,00,000  Ks.) 

(3)  Probable  savings  to  Government  (Vide  State¬ 

ments  Nos.  II  and  III)  ...  ...  5,04,000  fanams 

(72,000  Rs.) 

(4)  Difference  between  (2)  and  (3)  ...  ...  36,96,000  fanams 

(5,2SjOOO  Rs.) 

(5)  Average  rate  per  parah  calculated  upon  the 

quantity  in  (1)  and  the  total  cost  in  (4)  ...  10  chs.-9  c. 

Considering  that  the  niruk  rates  which  form  the  basis  of  these,  calculations  are 
the  ruling  prices  in  the  more  important  centres  a  deduction  of  9  cash  will  make  the  rate 
applicable  to  all  parts  of  the  State.  The  rate  will  then  be  10  chs.  per  parah. 
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Note. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  had  the  advantage  o£  consulting  the 
Financial  Adviser  on  the  subject.  His  note  which  is  also  appended  to  this  paper  goes 
fully  into  the  general  question  as  well  as  the  financial  aspect  of  the  proposed  reform. 
From  the  detailed  Statements  he  has  prepared  it  is  clear  that  the  commutation  rate 
of  10  dis.  per  parah  may  be  safely  adopted.  The  note  shows  further  how  unreliable 
the  nirak  rates  are.  These  nirak  rates  do  not  represent  what  elsewhere  is  known  as 
“current  prices”  but  are  prices  given  by  the  local  merchants  as  a  forecast  for  the  fort¬ 
night  following.  Even  as  they  are,  they  give  only  the  retail  pirices  which  must  always 
he  higher  than  what  could  be  secured  from  contractors  for  supply  of  paddy  by  thou¬ 
sands  and  lakhs  of  parahs.  Under  the  existing  system  fixity  and  certainty  in  the 
land  revenue  demand  which  have  a  vital  bearing  on  the  well-being  of  the  ryots  are 
wanting  and  the  land  revenue  also  which  is  a  permanent  source  of  income  has  not 
expanded  with  the  increase  of  population  and  the  general  progress  of  the  country. 
Thus  result  must  to  a  considerable  extent  be  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  system  of  land 
revenue  management  that  still  prevails  here.  By  the  introduction  of  a  system  of 
money  payments  the  work  of  the  Settlement  .Department  for  one  will  be  much  simpli¬ 
fied  and  we  should  be  better  able  to  get  an  idea  of  how  our  assessment  rates  sit  as 
compai’ed  with  the  rates  in  similarly  situated  tracts  both  in  Britsh  India  and  elsewhere. 
Mr.  Subroyer  has  also  pointed  out  that  with  the  enforcement  of  strict  audit  and  control 
which  would  be  possible  only  under  a  system  of  cash  payments  the  result  may  be 
expected  to  be  an  actual  saving  to  Government. 


The  Financial  Adviser  proposes  to  leave  out  Kandukrishi  lands  for  the  present.  I 
must  however  note  here  that  the  management  of  these  lands,  especially  the  wet  lands,  is 
conducted  in  a  manner  which  I  cannot  but  describe  as  primitive  and  detrimental  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  State.  Although  they  are.  supposed  to  have  been  settled  the  rates 
fixed  are  so  high  that- the  tenants  find  it  in  many  eases  impossible  to  cultivate  the  lands 
with  profit.  The  result  is  that  resignations  are  frequent  and  the  lands  so  resigned  are 
given  to  the  man  who  offers  the  highest  rent,  or  the  rent  payable  by  the  original  tenant 
is  itself  reduced.  This  is  in  violation  of  all  principles  of  settlement.  As  the  Linds  are 
not  supposed  to  he  the  property  of  the  holder  his  movable  property  is  summarily  pro¬ 
ceeded  against  in  default  of  payment  of  rent  and  with  a  view  to  guard  against  loss  of 
rent,  the  tenant  before  he  enters  upon  the  land  is  made  to  furnish  security  for  at  least 
one  year’s  rent.  This  is  against  all  sound  principles  of  land  revenue  management.  I 
am  personally  for  extending  the  system  of  money  payments  to  these  lands  also  and 
giving  the  tenants  the  same  rights  in  the  land  as  those  enjoyed  by  the  ryots  under 
pandarapattom  tenure. 

*  -  V.  P.M, 

23rd  December  1905. 
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III. 


Statement  showing  the  proceeds  by  auction  sale  of  surplus  paddy  during  the 
gears  1071  (1895-1896)  to  1019  ( 1903-1904 ). 


Year. 

Quantity  of  paddy 
sold. 

Price  per 
parah. 

Amount  realized. 

Loss  to  Government 
or  difference  between 
prevailing  nirak  rates 
and  auction  prices. 

Re  marks. 

Paralis. 

Edan- 

galies. 

Ohs. 

c. 

Us. 

Uhs. 

lie. 

Chs. 

C. 

1071 

1,04,578 

9£ 

9 

10 

S6,027 

20 

1 

8,091 

3 

9. 

1072 

... 

... 

... 

_ 

1073 

... 

... 

... 

1074 

31.500 

10 

11,271 

12 

2,465 

17 

8 

Average 

'1075 

1,28,589 

7  f. 

11 

50,244 

23 

7 

12,040 

12 

13 

per  year 

•1076 

25.908 

10 

2 

9,405 

1 

2 

3,201 

27 

6 

Rs.  6,635. 

1077 

1,53.591 

m 

10  1 

11 

58,64S  ! 

9 

7 

13,695 

8 

1 

1078 

1,24,942 

6^4- 

9 

!  i 

40,564 

24 

1  7 

16,828 

10 

1 

,1079 

1,19,783 

m 

1 10 

| 

43,744 

7 

1  1 

10,532 

11 

15 

Iktal . 

6,88,954 

4  35 

9  j  io 

2,49,901 

13 

I  9 

66,355 

7  j 

5 
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V. 


Statement  showing  the  expenditure 

in  paddy  in 

1079  (1903—1904). 

No. 

Item. 

] 

Quantity 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

8 

5 

g 

Expenditure  on  account  o£  Devaswoms... 

Do.  Oottupurahs  ... 

Do.  Palace 

Do.  Thanchilavoo  ... 

Do.  Maramut 

Do.  Salaries  ...  .  ...! 

Do  Pensions  . 

8,49,321 1 
4,55,345  l 
1,07,777  J 
38,136 

125 

6,856 

1,15,609 

Total  o£  items  1,  2,  &  9  = 

14,12,443  parahe] 

Total . 

15,73,169 

. 
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3STOTE. 

TAXATION  IN  KIND- 


1.  It  may  be  stated  at  once  that,  whatever  might  have  been  the  system  of  taxation* 
in  kind  before  the  year  987  M.  E.,  since  that  period  it  did  not  follow  cither  the 
ancient  Hindu  system  (  Menu’s  Smrithi  )  or  the  Mahomedan  system,  for  the  tax  has  all 
alone-  been  levied  year  after  year  not  on  the  actual  production  of  each  year  but  on  what 
has  been  fixed  at  long  intervals  as  the  possible  production  and  collected  from  each 
individual  holder,  not  from  a  community.  Arguments  in  defence  of  the  ancient  system 
cannot  therefore  have  any  bearing  on  the  question  now  under  consideration. 

2.  The  tax  was  levied  in  kind  on  al 
coeoanuts,  cocoanut  oil.  eocoanut;  leaves  ai 


3.  On  products  the  value  of  which  owing  to  development  of  communications, 
industry  and  trade  has  now  risen  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  and  has  prospects  of  further 
improvement,  the  taxation  was  long  before  those  products  had  risen  to  their  present 
value  commuted  into  cash  at  the  average  of  market  rates  then  prevailing.  _  Tax  on  paddy 
uloncja  staple  article  of  food  of  general  consumption,  continued  to  he  levied  in  kind  in 
varying  proportions  of  the  rated  possible  production,  though  its  market  value  has  risen 
by  more  than  100  per  cent,  during  the  last  40  years. 


4.  Whatever  may  be  the  economic  merits  of  the  question  of  tax  on  food  versus  tax 
on  commerce  and  industry,  there  can  he  no  doubt  about  the  ideal  of  land  tax  as  such. 

5.  The  following  we  admitted  to  be  among  the  essential  elements  of  such  an  ~ 

ideal.  . 


(  i )  That  it  should  he  fixed  for  as  long  a  period  as  it  is  possible  to  be  in  the 
direct  interests  of  the  tax-payers  and  in  tbe  general  interests  of  a  progressive  administr¬ 
ation,  and  that  periodical  revisions  should  be  made  only  according  to  the  fluctuations  of 
the  average  market  value  of  the  produce,  not  upon  improvements  made  by  the  tax-pay¬ 
ers  and  the  increased  production  resulting  therefrom. 


(ii)  That  it  can  be  readily  collected  without  arrears  and  coercion. 


(in)  That  the  cost  of  such  collection  should  be  as  low  and  the  net  incoming 
into  the  State  treasuries  as  high  as  possible. 

(iv)  That  the  system  of  its  collection  should  interfere  as  little  as  possible 
with  the  freedom  of  industrial  and  commercial  enterprise. 

6.  Judging  by  the  above  standards  one  hv  one  it  will  be  found  that  the  system, 
proposed  to  l)e  abolished  is  far  below  the  idcalr — 

(i)  The  system  had  to  be  changed  from  time  to  time  for  very  strong  and 
cogent  reasons  and  even  under  the  settlement  now  in  progress  it  cannot  he  said  to 
approach  that  ideal  any  nearer. 

(ii)  The  tax-payers  who  have  any  influence  and  can  manage  to  generally 
default  find  it  to  their  advantage  and  prefer  to  pay  in  cash  at  the  market  rates  together 
with  notice  fees  and  other  expenses  connected  with  coercive  processes  and  the  people  as 
a  body  ask  for  the  abolition  of  tax  in  paddy. 

( iii )  The  village  agency  alone  employed  in  collection,  transport  and  accounting 
cost  Us.  75,000  while  the  money  value  of  paddy  collected  amounts  to  7  lakhs  of  rupees. 

( iv  )7  lakhs  of  rupees  worth  of  food  produce  amounting  probably  to  10  per  cent 
of  the  total  production  and  to  50  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  imported  is  annually  with¬ 
drawn  from  trade  competition. 
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7.  Three  objections  have  been  received  against,  the  proposed  change: — 

(i)  “The  system  is  an  ancient,  time-honoured  and  just  one  or  at  any  r-if« 
not  an  unjust  one  and  it  will  be  a  pity  to  do  away  with  it  instead  of  improving  it.” 

(ii)  “If  the  system  be  abolished,  the  local  mint  will  go  out  absolutely  and 
all  chances  o£  rehabilitating  it  and  enjoying  the  national  benefit  that  could  and  uid 
accrue  from  it  will  leave  the  country  finally  and  for  good.  The  only  explanation  ror 
the  local  money  in  even  its  present  greatly  narrowed  extent  is  the  fact  that  a  portion  of 
the  exchange  in  the  country  is  still  in  the  form  of  kind." 

( iii )  The  special  local  conditions  under  which  Government  require  large 
quantities  of  paddy  for  the  use  of  their  temples  and  oottupurahs  require  the  levy  of  tuxes 
in  paddy  as  otherwise  it  will  have  to  be  purchased  in  the  open  market  at  a  loss  “which 
can  be  met  only  by  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  general  tax-payer.” 

8.  (i)  The  weight  of  experience  both  ancient  and  modern  is  agaiust  all 
possibility  of  improving  the  system, except  perhaps  at  a  prohibitive  cost.  No  estimate, 
not  even  a  remote  idea,  of  such  cost  and  of  the  modus  operandi  has  been  given.  The 
system  has  been,  though  not  completely  at  least  partially,  dishonoured  from  time  to 
time,  leaving  only  a  small  remnant  of  it  to  he  so  dealt  with  at  present. 

(ii)  We.  have  no  whole  rupees.  The,  circulation  of  our  coins  is  and  will 
be  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  State.  Our  coins  therefore  cannot  be  expected  to 
serve  higher  purposes  or  to  command  larger  circulation  than  the  small  silver  and  copper 
coins  are  able  to  do  in  parts  of  British  India  of  the  same  area  and  population  and 
placed  under  similar  conditions  of  trade  and  industry.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
conversion  of  tax  in  kind  into  one  in  cash  can  reduce  the  circulation  of  these  subsidiary 
coins,  especially  as  the  amount  of  the  so-called  exchange  in  kind  which  under  no  circum- 
stance  can  exceed  2  lakhs  of  rupees  bears  such  a  small  proportion  to  the  96  lakhs  of 
revenue  realised,  1  erore  of  disbursements  made  on  Government  account,  alone  and  to 
the  more  than  3  crores  of  reported  export  and  import  trade,  not  to  speak  of  the  unreported 
amount  of  inland  trade,  all  conducted  either  in  cash  or  in  account  expressed  in  cash. 
Government  may  therefore  safely  rest,  assured  that  whatever  causes  and  forces  may  in 
future  operate  on  the  local  mint  to  its  detriment,  the  conversion  of  7  lakhs  of  land-tax 
in  kind  into  one  of  rash  will  never  turn  out  to  be  one  of  them  either  directly  or  remotely 
and  that  if  at  any  future  time  Government  find  it  necessary  and  possible  in 
the  interests  of  the  State  to  raise  our  currency  from  its  present  subsidiary  position  to 
one  of  independence  and  to  “rehabilitate  our  mint  and  enjoy  the  national  benefit” 
which  it  is  alleged,  “could  and  did  accrue  from  it”  this  small  measure  of  reform  will  not 
at  all  stand  in  the  way. 

(iii)  Loss  to  Government  is  apprehended  if  the  proposed  relief  be 
sanctioned  to  the  payers  of  land  tax  in  paddy  and  it  is  alleged  as  an  objection  that  the 
loss  can  be  met  only  by  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  general  tax-payer.  The  revenue 
under  all  principal  heads  has  steadily  and  under  some  of  them  considerably  increased 
during  the  last  20  years,  while  that  under  land  revenue  has  been  almost  stationary. 
This  can  only  be  due  either  to  want  of  more  lands  fit  for  cultivation  or  to  the  margin 
of  profit  on  investments  in  land  being  very  much  less  than  in  investments  in  usury, 
trade  and  industry.  It  cannot  be  said  that  there  are  no  more  lands  nor  can  it  fc 
said  that  cultivation  is  specially  precarious  in  this  State  owing  to  want  of  seasonal 
rains  and  irrigational  facilities.  The  explanation  must  therefore  be  that  the  land  tax 
is  pressing  very  heavily  and  requires  some  reduction  in  order  to  give  equal  encouragement 
to  this  permanent  industry  even  though  such  relief  is  possible  only  at  the  expense  of  the 
other  comparatively  more  profitable  industries  and  enterprise.  There  being  no  municipal 
taxes  or  any  special  taxes  on  trade,  industry  and  professions  it  is  not  clear  what  is 


meant  by  the  term  ‘general  tax-payers’  as  distinguished  from  ‘paddy  tax  payers  among' 
-whom  the  latter  are  not  included.  The  proposed  conversion  is  calculated  to  lighten, 
the  burden  now  borne  entirely  by  the  producers  of  a  single  staple  article  of  food  and  to 
distribute  it  if  found  necessary  among  all  who  consume  it  including  the  producers  also. 
If  this  distribution  is  what  is  meant  bv  increase  of  the  burdens  of  the  general  tax¬ 
payer  it  is  decidedly  a  very  equitable  distribution  and  is  a  strong  recommendation 
rather  than  an  objection. 

9.  It  only  remains  to  be  examined  whether  the  apprehension  of  loss  is  weli-found- 
-ed  and  if  so,  to  what  extent.  Two  statements  are  herewith  submitted;  one  showing 
the  quantity  of  paddy  collected,  its  distribution,  the  cost  of  collection  and  transport 
and  the  net  cash  credited  into  the  treasury  at  10  ehs.  per  parah.  The  second  statement 
exhibits  on  one  side  the  money  value  of  the  paddy  calculated  at  10  chs.  per  parah  and 
on  the  other  side  the  money  value  of  its  distribution  where  such  distribution  can  be 
made  in  cash  without  hardship  and  probably  with  advantage  to  the  recipients,  the  money 
value  at  the  average  of  the  local  market  rates,  of  the  quantity  of  paddy  and  rice  which 
has  necessarily  to  be  supplied  in  that  form  and  the  net  cash  that  will  go  into  the 
State  treasuries. 

The  receipts  and  disbursements  in  these  statements  are  the  averages  of  the- 
past  five  years’  actuals,  not  according  to  the  actual  demand  and  to  the  sanctioned, 
scales  which  are  not  at  present  available. 

10.  Statement  No.  I  is  self-explanatory.  In  statement  No.  II,  Major  head 
I  includes  all  items  which  can  be  converted  into  cash  without  hardship  and  with 
advantage  to  the  recipients  as  explained  below: — 

(a)  State  pensions  have  been  converted  at  1  ch.  in  excess  of  the  proposed' 
commutation  rate  as  deserving  of  this  special  concession. 

(  b  )  and  (  c  ).  Of  the  minor  temples  receiving  annual  grants  of  Rs.  200 
and  less  numbering  in  all  about  1306,  only  132  submit  some  sort  of  account  to  the 
taluk  authorities,  and  the  remaining  1174  are  left  to  be  managed  between  the  provertitars 
and  the  temple  servants.  Any  supervision  worth  the  name  over  such  a  large  number 
scattered  in  the  rural  parts  away  from  Division  and  taluk  head-quarters  cannot  be 
exercised  with  any  effect  except  by  costly  additions  to  the  already  heavy  village  and  taluk 
establishments.  Management  of  village  temples  and  village  roads  will,'" it  may  be  hoped,, 
prove  a  congenial  field  to  try  the  first  experiments  towards  local  self-government  by 
enlisting  the  honorary  services  of  landed  proprietors  and  other  respectable  persons  of  the 
locality.  85J  thousand  parahs  of  paddy  are  now  distributed  among  these  temples 
at  an  average  of  about  66  paralis  per  head  per  year  or  7  parahs  per  kist.  Distribution 
of  suc.li  small  doles  to  so  many  temples  bv  ill-paid  and  irresponsible  village  servants 
and  maintaining  the  necessary  accounts  thereof  must  hot  only  involve  labour  and  time- 
on  the  part  of  the  village  establishment  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value  distributed 
and  accounted .  for  but  must  necessarify  be  attended  with  grave  abuses.  As 
temples  do  not  require  their  paddy  to  be  converted  into  rice  by  a  special  class  '"‘6f 

Sle  and  under  special  conditions,  it  is  proposed  to  convert  into  cash  these  grants  in 
y  also  at  the  favourable  rate  of  11  chs.  and  disburse  them  along  with  any  money 
.grants  they  may  ..’.ready  have  direct  from  the  taluk  treasuries  either  on  monthly, 
quarterly,  half-yearly  or  yearly  bills  presented  duly  by  constituted  village  boards  according 
to  their  convenience.  _  It  may  be  naturally  expected  that  the  village  people  will, under  the 
general  control  and  direction  of  Government,  manage  these  temples  very  much  better 
Ithan  ill-paid  Government  agency  and  will  also  add  to  the  Government  grants  by  special 
offerings  and  donations  both  individual  and  communal. 
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t'h'G,  the  local  rates 
5ng  parts  of  Briii* 
India  and  Burma, 
the  5  years  prec§d 


tracts  in  some  part 


Liust  necessarily  follow  more  or  less  the  rates  obtaining  in  adjoin- 
Intlia  wiiich  again  are  affected  by  the  prices  throughout  British 
The  20  years’  for  which  the  niruk  rates  are  furnished  include 
lg  1080,  “during  which  there  was  drought  and  famine  in  large 
or  other  of  British  India  and  Hoods  and  damages  in  Burma. 


Of  the  major  temples  and  ootupurahs  there  are  only  half  a  dozen  or  at  most 
ten  which  require  the  bulk  of  the  paddy  and  rice  and  all  these  arc  located  in 
the  midst  of  extensive  paddy  growing  tracts.  The  prices  given  in  the  iiirak  are 
refail  prices.  When  the  merchants  are  engaged  as  contractors  for  large  supplies 
throughout  the  year  at  uniform  fixed  rates  they  are  likely  to  undertake  the  supply  at 
less  than  the  average  of  the  varying  iiirak  rates  for  the  reason  that  they  can  al¬ 
ways  arrange  for  such  favourable  advance  rates  for  forward  delivery  as  will  leave 
them  a  fair  margin  of  profit  at  the  end  of  then'  contract.  This  is  fully  borne  out 
by  the  rates  secured  for  the  supply  of  rice  to  the  Agrasala  during  recent  years 
for  the  Ancbadiyandranis,  for  which  it  must  be  noted  that  contracts  are  given  out 
for  each  individual  Adiyandram.  If  the  contracts  had  been  a  yearly  one  embracing 
nil  the  Adiyandrams  the  rates  would  have  been  still  more  favourable.  The  system 
of  locking  up  nearly  18  lakhs  of  paralis  of  paddy  in  Government  granaries  might 
also  have  hitherto  raised  the  market  rates  to  some  extent.  Even  without  making 
any  allowances  for  these  defects  and  local  conditions  the  mere  system  of  yearly 
contract  must  result  in  a  reduction  of  at  least  7  cash,  which  is  nearly  3J  per 
cent,  while  the  practical  working  of  this  system  for  the  past  5  years  lias  resulted 
in  a  dear  reduction  of  7  per  cent  on  the  niruk  rates  in  regard  to  the  Anclia- 
diyandrams. 

The  rate  of  12  chs.  per  perah  for  paddy  in  these  circumstances  seems  to 
be  quite  safe.  As  regards  Pulukal  rice,  ;  1  being  the  Padivu  rate  for  conver¬ 
sion  into  rice  has  been  allowed,  and  a  rate  of  Be.  1  per  parah  is  fixed.  It  is 
reported  that  the  maximum  Kuthukooli  allowed  by  merchants  for  Pulukal  rice  is 
not  more  than  one-half  of  the  Padivu  rate.  Even  if  the  contractor  buys  paddy 
at  13  chs.  and  allows  such  maximum  Kuthukooli,  he  will  be  able  to  supply  rice 
at  lie.  1.  If  tile  same  rate  ol  13  ehs.  is  allowed  for  the  paddy  to  be  supplied  to 
the  Devaswoms.  the  loss  will  be  Es.  8,700  which  will  be  compensated  by  an 
addition  of  4  cash  to  the  commutation  rate  of  10  chs.  As  the  currency  of  the 
settlement  has  to  run  only  for  12  years  more,  even  if  there  be  any  rise  in  prices, 
over  this  rate  or  i.  u  cns.  tne  toss  will  not  be  very  great,  being  only  Rs.  19,000 
for  a  rise  of  one  chuc.kram. 

The  general  policy  of  affording  relief  to  the  agricultural  industry  and  encourage- 
lug  the  development  of  land  revenue  has  been  already  dealt  with  in  para  8.  The  indirect 
gain  by  such  encouragement  and  the  various  economies  that  can  be  effected  and  have 
always  resulted  from  introducing  a  simpler,  system  of  land  records  and  accounts  and 
simplified  methods  of  accounting  for  the  expenditure  in  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs, 
and  organising  a  system  of  prompt,  effective  and  rigorous  audit  and  control  over  such 
expenditure,  all  of  which  will  1*  possible  only  under  a  system  of  cash  payments,  will,  if 
may  be  confidently  hoped,  more  than  make  up  for  any  lo3s  which  may  result  from 
the  proposed  measure. 

14.  The  paddy  tax  on  Kandukrishi  and  Tselpura  lands  has  been  left  out  in  the 
above  calculations  lor  the  reason  that  these  lands  are  held  under  a  peculiar  tenure- 
and  require  special  treatment  and  special  settlement  after  a  great  deal  of  consideration. 
jPenduig  the  decision  ot  this  question,  these  lands  will  continue  to  make  the  usual  supplies 
to  the  Enlace  and  the  Agrasala. 

E.  E.  SGBROYEK, 

Financial  Adviser  to  Government. 


27th  November 
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APPENDIX 


PAYMEFl1  OF  TAX  IN  KIND 

QUERIES  AST)  ANSWERS. 

1.  What  is  you  r  experience  c.fiha  working  of  ths  system 
•of  payment  in  kinS?  Do  the  evils  attending  the  practical 
working  of  the  system  ©ut-weigh  the  advantages  which 
it  was  intended  to  secure? 


for  administrative  check  and  is  not  insurmountable.  On  a  consideration  of  the  evils 
and  advantages  attending  on  the  system  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  former- 
preponderate  over  the  latter. 
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that  the  existing  system  oil  collection  is  attended  with  evils.  The  lew  of  tax  in  kind  is  an 
ancient,  time-honoured  and  just  system  or  at  any  rate  not  an  unjust  one  and  if  it  can  be 
properly  worked  it  is  advantageous  or  at  least  not  disadvantageous  to  the  ryots  and  it  will 
be  a  pity  to  do  away  with  it  instead  of  improving  it  and  freeing  it  from  the  evils  which 
have  encrusted  themselves  on  it. 


Mr.  P.  Samaknshna  lytr  B  4.,  Deputy  Peishlcar.  Trivandrum.— experience 
of  the  working  of  the  grain  system  has  been  that  it  is  a  perennial  source  of  hardship  to 
the  ryot  and  loss  to  Government.  The  total  demand  for  paddy  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  Oottupuralxs  and  Devasivoms  in  this  Division  yearly  is  2,45,213  parahs.  That  this 
quantity  will  generally  be  in  store  for  ready  use  is  the  stock  argument  on  which  the 
advocates  of  the  system  would  take  their  stand.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  a  solid 
advantage  to  which  Government  has  to  be  quite  alive  especially  with  reference  to  other- 
arrangements  under  which  Government  have  to  purchase  paddy  in  the  market  subject  to 
possibilities  of  over-expenditure.  On  the  other  hand  the  evils  are:— (1)  the  frequent 
complaints  from  the  ryots  of  over-measurement  which  touches  his  pocket,  does  not  go 
into  the  coffers  of  the  Sirkar,  but  finds  its  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  Proverty  officials; 
(2 )  the  transmission  of  grain  to  the  Proverty  Cuteherry  involving  cost,  and  hke  over¬ 
measurement  amounting  to  an  enhanced  tax  whose  benefit  is  denied  alike  to  the  ryot 
and  to  Government:  (3)  the  deterioration  of  quality  consequent  upon  a  combination  of 
varied  grain  ;(4)  the  avoidable  cost  of  maintaining  establishments  capable  of  being 
reduced  under  a  money  system;  (5)  transport  charges  when  paddy  has  to  be  got  down 
from  distant  taluks  in  times  when  load  supply  falls  short  of  demand;  (6)  the  sale  of 
surplus  paddy  below  market  rates  and  the  loss  to  Government  arising  therefrom;  -(7) 
the  irrecoverable  nature  of  the  liabilities  on  the  part  of  proverty  officials  on  account,  of 
deficit  and  other  causes;  (8)  the  difficulty  of  and  loss  from  storage  for  a  prolonged  period 
(9)  the  proverty  officials’  temptation  for  misappropriation  for  which  the  grain  system 
presents  facilities  and  the  demoralising  effects  which  the  system  has  in  developing  mal¬ 
practices;  (10)  the  useless  expenditure  which  Government  incurs  in  constructing  orre- . 
constructing  and  repairing  and  maintaining  and  renting  granaries,  (11)  the  difficulty  and 
waste  of  time  experienced  by  higher  officers  in  the  examination  of  granaries  particularly" 
when  large  quantities  are  stored. 

Surely,  the  evils  form  considerable  odds  against  the  advantages.  The  system 
which  has  had  its  own  raison  d'  elre  in  its  inception  therefore  requires  to  he  so  revised 
as  to  fulfil  present  day  conditions.  As  matters  stand  there  is  but  one  alternative,  and  that 
is,  to  sound  the  death-knell  of  tins  eSete  relic  of  the  past  which  has  outlived  its  use¬ 
fulness  years  and  years  ago. 

Mr.  II.  P.  Sankara  Menon,  B.  A.  §.  B.  L.  Deman  Peishlcar,  Kottayam. —  The 
subject  is  of  very  great  importance  both  to  the  State  and  the  tax-payers  in  general  and 
various  suggestions  and  proposals  have  been  made  concerning  it  from  time  to  time. 
Taxation  in  kind  is  not  peculiar  to  Trayancore.  It  existed  in  every  part  of  India 
under  Native  rule.  In  ancient  times,  a  certain  portion  of  whatever  produce  was  raised  by. 
the  people  was  given  to  and  accepted  by  the  ling  as  tax.  The  money  tax  that  is  now- 
collected  in  various  parts  of  India  represents  more  or  less  the  value  of  the 
produce  that  formerly  fell  to  the  share  of  the  Sovereign.  The  original  method  was  to 
ascertain  the  produce'and  to  collect  at  the  spot  a  share  for  the  State,  which  was  therefore ' 
an  item  varying  from  year  to  year  and  depending  upon  the  gross  yield  of  the  land.  The  ' 
system  was  put  a  stop  to  long  ago  in  the  British  Provinces  and  in  the  native  State  of 
Cochin.  It  was  in  force  in  the  Pudukottah  State  till  recently  when  it  was  abolished 
and  a  money  tax  substituted  in  its  place  by  tie  late  Sir.  A  Seshia  Sastri  when  he  was  the. 
Dewan  of  that  State.  The  relic  of  the  old  system  is  now  to  be  found  only  in  some  of 
the  Zcmindaries  on  the  east  coast.  " 

In  Travancore  the  method  of  estimating  the  crop  annually  and  taking  a  share  of 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  force  with  regard  to  registered  lands  for  the  last  100 

a  fixed  quantity  not  subject  to  yearly  ftuctuations.  In  the  case  of  garden  lands,  as  a  rule. 
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Payment  in  kind  has  no  doubt  been  reverted  to  in  some  of  the  taluks  of  Baroda- 
but  the  reason  of  this  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  peculiar  condition.  This  Trill  be  clear 
from  a  perusal  of  the  latest  Baroda  Administration  Report  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Butt  c.  i.  e.. 
Revenue  Minister  of  Baroda,  which  shows  that  the  Bhagbatai  system  or  payment  in  kind 
was  reverted  to  not  on  account  of  any  superior  advantage  of  the  system  itself  but  in  view 
of  the  very  backward  condition  of  the  people  and  even  in  their  case  what  was  done  was 
only  to  give  them  u  an  option  of  making  payment  in  grain  in  satisfaction  of  Government- 
dues  of  current  or  past  years”  and  not  to  abolish  the  cash  payment  altogether.  Condi¬ 
tions  of  life  materially  differ  here  and  in  the  Bombay  Presidency  and  the  agricultural 
class  of  our  State  bears  absolutely  no  comparison  to  the  ryots  in  the  Baroda  State  or  to 
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and  exchange  was  carried  on  mainly  by  barter.  But  with  the  increasing  circulation  o£ 
money  as  the  medium  o£  exchange  the  necessity  of  collecting  taxes  in  kind  ceased  to  exist, 
and  in  most  countries  the  value  of  the  share  of  the  produce  due  to  Government  came  to 
be  assessed  and  levied  in  money.  The  machinery  of  Government  becoming  more  and 
more  complex  and  its  duties  more  and  more  multifarious  with  the  progress  of  time, 
the  convenience  to  the  State  in  receiving  its  dues  and  making  its  disbursement  in  money 
became  more  and  more  recognised,  until  at  last  receipts  and  payments  in  kind  by  the  State 
were  altogether  given  up  in  most  civilised  countries.  So  far  ns  zke,  working  of  the  State 
machinery  is  concerned  the  system  of  taxation  in  kind  is  fraught  with  inconvenience  and 
various  difficulties  in  the  management  of  the  State  funds.  But  whether  the  system  is  on 
the  whole  beneficial  or  otherwise  to  the  ryot  depends  upon  the  peculiar  conditions  of  each 
;  country,  the  state  of  its  agriculture,  the  degree  of  civilization  reached  by  the  masses  and 
‘the  extent  and  freedom  of  trade.  If  the  ryot  is  sufficiently  prudent,  if"  the  seasons  are 
generally  favourable,  if  the  methods  of  agriculture  adopted  and  the  industry  brought  to  hear 
ensure  always  a  fair  crop,  if  the  ryot  has  ready  means  of  selling  the  produce  of  his 
soil  at  a  reasonable  price  and  if  the  commutation  rate  fixed  for  the  Government  demand 
is  moderate,  then  it  is  to  his  best  interest  to  pay  the  tax  in  money.  But  if  the 
smaller  ryot  is  not  generally  prudent  enough  to  keep  in  reserve  for  sale  at  a  season¬ 
able  time  the  paddy  required  to  meet  the  demand  for  tax,  If  he  has  no  other  source 
of  income  besides  the  grain  wherewith  to  pay  his  dues  to  the  Sirkar,  if  the  produce  of 
the  soil  is  not  sufficient  to  leave  him  a  fair  margin  for  the  expenses  of  his  household 
'after  deducting  the  cost  of  production  and  the  tax  to  be  paid,  if  the  commutation  rate  is 
too  high,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  tax  easily  without  curtailing  his  necessary  expenses, 
then  the  compulsion  to  pay  the  Government  dues  in  money,  instead  of  proving  beneficial 
'to  him,  will  simply  result  in  his  becoming  a  prey  in  the  hands  of  the  money-lender. 

’  The  question  therefore  is  whether  the  condition  of.  the  ordinary  ryot  in  Travancore,  who 
owns  and  cultivates  for  himself  two  or  three  acres  of  paddy  land,  is  euch  that  he  can, 
and  whether  he  is  likely  to,  pay  in  money  without  difficulty  the  value  of  the  grain  which 
is  due  from  him  to  the  Sirkar.  I  am  afraid  that  partly  on  account  of  unfavourable 
-seasons  and  want  of  a  proper  system  of  irrigation  and  partly  on  account  of  defective 
methods  of  agriculture,  the  smaller,  ryot  does  not  get  sufficient  rice  for  the  hare  subsis¬ 
tence  of  himself  and  his  family  throughout  the  year.  To  add  to  this,  the  extravagance 
-  of  even  the  poorest  Indian  ryot  in  connection  with  ceremonies  is  a  powerful  cause  which 
tends  to  impoverish  him.  Under  the  existing  system  of  taxation  in  kind  he  is  obliged, 
as  soon  as  harvest  is  over,  to  give  up  to  Government  the  share  of  the  produce  which 
represents  the  tax  and  he  lives  with  considerable  frugality  upon  the  remainder  of  his 
income  without  resorting  to  the  money-lender  of  meeting  his  ordinary  expenses.  But 
when  he  is  asked  to  pay  the  tax  in  money  instead  of  in  kind  temptation  will  be  great  to 
spend  away  the  whole  of  his  paddy  without  reserving  a  portion  for  being  sold  later  on 
to  meet  the  Sirkar  demand  and  it  is  more  likely  than  not  that  there  will  be  no  grain 
deft  with,  him  when  the  .  Provertkikaren  calls  upon  him  to  pay  the  tax.  The  only 
resource  then  left  will  be  to  borrow  money  at  exorbitant  rates  of  interest  to  the  ultimate 
ruin  of  the  ryot.  I  suspect  chat  one  of  the  causes  of  the  inability  of  the  British 
Indian  ryot  to  withstand  the  effects  of  even  a  single  season  of  drought  is  the  fact  that 
be  is  generally  a  debtor  having  to  give  up  a  portion  of  his  small  income  to  the  money* 
•lender  from  year  to  year  in  the  shape  of  interest  and  having  therefore  nothing  left  -with 
him  for  his  expenses  during  seasons  of  drought  and  scarcity.  If  the  ryot  does  not  or  is 
not  able  to  borrow,  he  has  to  give  up  his  land  ;  and  hence  frequent  stiles  of  land  for 
arrears  of  revenue  take  place  in  some  districts  in  British  India.  But  in  Travancore  such 
•sales  are  infrequent,  and  this  speaks  much  for  the  existing  system,  bio  doubt,  the 
Travancore  ryot  undergoes  seme  difficulty  and  expenses  in  carrying  his  paddy  tax  to 
the  Sirkar  granary  and  sustains  a  little  loss  by  over-measurement ;  bnt  these  evils  are 
not  such  as  outweigh  the  advantages  of  the  system  under  which  be  ia  saved  from  the 
clutches  of  the  money-lender  and  is  not  driven  to  'the  necessity  of  giving  up  his  lands 
altogether  m  the  end.  Further,  the  evils  incidental  to  the  system  are  in  a  great  measure 
counterbalanced  by  the  fact  that  the  ryot  has  not  to  pay  the  Sirkar  the  whole  of  the 
tax  in  kind  but  only  one-half  in  the  two  Southern  Divisions  and  one-fourth  in  the  other 
two  Divisions,  the  remainder  being  paid  in  money  at  a  very  low  rate  which  ds  less  than  a 
half  of  the  current  market  price. 
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machinery!  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  collection  o£  taxes*  m  kind  has  been  attended  with 
SOve‘"it  ^vils  teuding  to  diminish  the  efficiency  of  the  public  service  andtoietaid  tlie  course 
of  <i  protn-e^ive  administration.  As  I  have  already  stated,  the  variety  aud  complexity  ofc 
the  financial  transactions  or  the  State  require  their  being  earned  on  through  the  medium 
of  mouev  :  and  die  receipt,  storage  and  expenditure  of  gram  by  tlie  Stale  is  a  cumber- 
*>nic  p»*o-/'e«s  *11  -adapted  to  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  civilized  Government. 


The  “enou*  responsibilities  and  hardships  or  the  village  officers  incidental  to  the 
system  prevent  qualified  men  from  entering  the  lower  ranks  of  the  service  ;  and  the 
system  of  villao-e  administration  and  the  efficiency  _  of  the  village  staff  have  therefore 
undergone  little  improvement  and  have  become  unstated  to  the  advanced  methods  of 
revenue  administration.  The  system  has  also  given  occasion  fer  defalcations  and  con¬ 
sequent  loss  to  the  Sirkar  and  it  furnishes  scope  for  the  village  officer  to  exact  from 
tlie  ryot  more  than  what  is  actually  due.  The  abolition  of  the  system  would  therefore 
remove  a  great  obstacle  to  the  improvement  of  the  methods  of  revenue  administration. 


But  the  special  circumstances  of  Travancore  make  one  pause  and  think  before 
pronouncing  a  final  verdict  against  taxation  in  kind.  The  Travancore  State  is  not 
only  a  receiver  of  paddy  but  also  a  large  spender  of  that  grain.  It  requires  a  large 
quantity  of  paddy  for  expenditure  in  connection  with  its  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs, 
It  has  taken  possession  of  the  properties  belonging  to  the  Devaswoms  and  is  bound  as  a 
trustee  to  maintain  these  institutions  on  the  lines  enjoined  by  the  Hindu  religion  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  intentions  of  the  donors.  Oottupurahs  and  other  charities  maintained 
by  the  Sirkar  are  of  long  standing  and  are  associated  with  some  of  the  cherished  tra¬ 
ditions  of  the  State. 


Both  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  require  paddy  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
19  lakhs  of  parahs  per  annum  for  the  whole  State  exclusive  of  what  is  required  for 
special  ceremonies  ;  and  if  taxation  in  kind  be  abolished  the  whole  quantity  will  have 
to  be  purchased  by  the  Sirkar.  To  enable  this  to  be  done  without  loss,  the  commutation 
rate  now  given  by  the  ryots  will  have  to  be  fixed  at  a  figure  equal  to  the  market  rates. 
which  is  4  fanams  per.  parub.  The  ryot  however  is  unwilling  to  pay  at  so 
high  a  rate  and  to  compel  him  to  do  it  will  gradually  lead  to  hia  impoverish¬ 
ment.  If  a  lower  rate  be  demanded,  the  Sirkar  will  sustain  loss  to  that  extent, 
and  the  loss  can  be  met  only  by  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  general  tax-payer.  It  is 
generally  argued  that  by  abolishing  taxation  in  kind  the  losses  due  to  defalcation  will 
no  longer  arise,  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  hire  and  up-keep  of  granaries  will 
disappear  and  a  portion  of  the  village  establishment  may  be  reduced,  and  that  the 
gain  under  these  heads  may  compensate  for  the  loss  resulting  from  fixing  a  low  rate 
of  commutation.  But  the  gains  which  may  result  from  the  abolition  of  the  present 

Sm  can  amount  to  but  an  insignificant  figure  and  if  the  commutation  rate  be 
at  a  sum  representing  the  niruk  rate  minus  these  gams,  the  ryot  may  not  be 
appreciably  benefited.  With  the  growing  expenditure  of  the  State  in  various  direct¬ 
ions  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  adopt  a  course  which  would  cripple 
the  revenue;  and  unless  the  Sirkar  he  prepared  to  curtail  appreciably  its  expenditure  in 
Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  the  only  course  left  will  be  either  to  leave  the  present 
system  untouched  or  to  fix  such  a  commutation  rate  as  would  enable  the  Sirkar  to 
purchase  the  paddy  required  for  expenditure  without  sustaining  any  loss.  The  abolition 
of  the  system  will  thus  necessitate  the  State’s  demanding  from  the  ryot  such  a  price 
for  the  paddy  now  given  by  him  as  would  be  equal  to  the  niruk  rate  minus  the 
gain  which  may  result  from  the  abolition  of  the  system.  This  figure  at  the  lowest 
calculation  cannot  be  less  than  half  a  rupee  per  parah,  a  rate  which  the  ryots  are  nn- 
willing  and  unable  to  pay. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  system  of  taxation  in  kind  is  deci¬ 
dedly  opposed  to  progress  and  improvement  in  the  methods  of  administration,  it  is  in 
the  lor^  run  beneficial  to  the  ryots  and  in  the  special  circumstances  of  Travancore  it 
cannot  be  given  up  without  loss  to  the  Sirkar  or  serious  hardship  to  the  ryot. 


it  the  interests  of  that  people  mav  demand.  As  I  hope  to  be  ujj 
t,  the  evils  of  the  kind  system  do  not  at  all  outweigh  its  advant; 
y  to  refer  to  the  disadvantages  that  would  accrue  to  Govern i 
rind  system.  It  is  enough,  therefore,  that  viewed  from,  the  m 


the  absence  of  the  kind  system.  It  is  enough,  therefore,  th; 
lint  of  the  ^  tax-payer,  the  evils  of  the  present  working  a; 


provided,  betore  a.  rair  estimate  can 
There  should  be  a  uniform,  recognised 
tionoflaw  and  executive  mandate;  th 
vising  officials  paid  beyond  ordinary  te 


in  kind  is  justifiable  and  e\ 
st  in  reference  to  the  State, 
rhich  one  would  expect  to  \ 
suitability,  absolute  or  relatr 
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intended  to  serve  at  its  inception,  the  Erauiel  Tahsildar  alone  attempts  to  answer.  He 
aays  that  at  first  money  circulated  largely  and  freely  in  the  country,  that  much  o£ 
it 'had  to  be  afterwords*  buried  underneath  the  earth  when  the  country  got  into  a 
disturbed  condition  and  property  became  insecure,  that  money  became  hence  scarce 
for  all  purposes  of  exchange,  that  this  deficiency  was  naturally  supplied  oy  kmu,  that 
the  State  having  no  alternative  other  than  to  take  what  the  ryots  exchange  among 
themselves,  kind  had  to  be  taken  as  tax  in  varying  proportions,  that  when  the  Ootcu- 
purahs  were  established  paddy  was  required  for  these  institutions, .  that  again  when 
mnnv  of  the  Devaswoms  were  taken  over  tbs  necessity  augmented  itself,  and  that  as 
%  nor  result  of  these  causes  baaed  on  the  peeple’s  and  Government’s  necessity,  the 
formal  receipt  of  tax-in-kind  was  resolved  on.  I  am  mainly  in  agreement  with  this 
view;  only  the  influence  of  industrial  and  other  displacement  on  the  efficient  circulation 
of  the  exchange-medium  has  not-  been  taken  heed  of.  Not  recognising,  therefore, 
probably  from  their  subtle  and  deep-seated  nature,  the  economic  side  of  the  question 
nor  the  real  benefits  intended  by  the  judicious  statesmen  of  the  time  to  be  secured  by 
this  system,  the  Tahsildar  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  evils,  attending  the  practical  . 
working,  outweigh  the  advantages  of  the  system  itself. 


The  crux  of  the  whole  question  lies  in  the  determination  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  kind  payment  was  introduced  and  the  part  it  was  intended  to  play  in  the 
economy  of  Government.  As  tbs  lias  to  be  set  off  against  the  evils  and  the  balance 
then  declared  for  or  against  the  system  in  question,  it  is  necessary  that  both  factors 
should  first  be  accurately  estimated.  The  evils  representing  the  obverse  side  of  the 
picture  are  in  considerable  evidence  and  have  already  -been  pressed  on  the  attention  of 
Government,  rather  prominently,- of  late.  But  it  has  not,  however,  been  recognised, 
as  it  deserves  to,  that  in  a  country  with  an  ancient  mint  from  which  even  gold  coins 
were  once  issued,  kind  exchange  with  its  many  obvious  drawbacks  would  not  have 
been  introduced  without  sufficient  and  urgent  excuse,  much  less  kept  up  so  long.  What 
that  excuse  was,  whether,  recognised  or  not,  it  continues  or  has  ceased  to  apply  and 
whether  the  reputed  evils  and  inconveniences  of  the  present  system,  of  course  the  insepa¬ 
rable  ones,  do  or  do  not  represent  the  disogreeblenees  of  a  bitter  draught  or  the  restri¬ 
ction  of  a  severe  regimen,  which,  though  a  healthy  man  like,  a  discriminate  and  well- 
ordered  nation  may  be  congratulated  on  not  needing,  a  patient  has,  however,  to  grin 
and  bear  and  whose  rejection,  with  or  without  bis  willing  it,  must  spell  aggravation  of 
the  ailment  and  its  natural  sequela — these  are  some  of  the  vital  issues  involved  in  this 
case  and  have  to  be  enquired  into  calmly  and  in  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  past.  I 
have  humbly  attempted  to  do  this  in  a  separate  memo  which  I  am  submitting  in  a  sepa¬ 
rate  cover  for  your  kind  perusal. 


The  chief  observations  and'  conclusions  that  have  suggested  themselves  to  me,  I 
would  here  summarise.  They  are: — 

That  according  to  our  classic  writers,  coined  money  has  existed  in  India  from 
-  very  early  times,  and,  according  to  English  written  history,  as  far  back  as  the  time  of 
the  Persian  Emperor  Darius  Hystaspes. 

That  Tnvancore  has  an  ancient  mint  from  which,  coins  of  gold  and  silver  were 


That  transactions  of  public  and  private  exchanges  were  necessarily  in  terms 
of  this  gold  and  silver  money  long  before  its  contact  with  foreign  nations. 

That  foreign  contact  is  of  two  kinds,  Kingly  and  Commercial. 


That  kingly  contact,  if  aggres 
another  kingly  power  with  the  inc 
higher  public  appointments  and  the  i 
form  of  tribute  or  subsidy. 


supplanting  by  or  subordinating  to 
ilitary  occupation,  assumption  of  the 
of  a  portion  of  public  revenue  in  the 


ss  than  the  : 


1,  means  the 
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That  to  conclude,  neither  the  smallness  of  a  State  nor  its  political  relationship  to 
a  higher  protecting  Power  can  take  awav  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  separate 
sovereignty  to  the  people  over  whom  that  sovereignty  is  exercised,  of  which  the  ensuring 
of  full  and  proper  food  distribution— the  only  index  to  which  is  a  full  and  free  currency 
of  local  money — forms  the  first. 


Mr.  M.  D.  Dan/el. — Though  I  cannot  lay  claim  to  much  of  a  direct  experience  of 


tax  gatherer,  gains  at  the  cost  of  both.  The  difficulties  the. ryots  have  to  endure  in  re¬ 
moving  their  tax  paddy  to  the  granaries  or  other  places  where  it  has  to  be  paid,  the 
worries  they  are  subjected  to  in  the  course  of  payment  of  the  same  in  those  places  and 
the  facilities  which  the  system  affords  for  corruption  are  such  as  to  clearly  show  that  the 
system  cannot  be  any  longer  retained.  ^ 


Mr  T.  JR.  Atchulhan  Pillai — The  evils  attending  the  present  system  of  payment 
in  kind  far  outweigh  the  advantages  which  it  was  intended  to  secure. 


Mr.  KavaJam  Hilaianta  JPillai.— There  is  difference  oC  opinion  concerning  the 
origin  o£  the  paddy  tax  (taxation  in  kind)  in  Travancorc.  Some  contend  that  it  was 
instituted  in  order  that  the  best  rice  may  properly  and  conveniently  be  supplied  to  the 
Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  ;  others  say  that  it  was  so  done  at  the  request  of  the  ryots 

low  (1  para  of  paddy  measured  by  the  Kudi-para  being  then  sold  for  2  chs).  A  third 
opinion  is  that  both  objects  were  intended  to  be  served  by  this  institution.  But  what¬ 
ever  might  have  been  the  truth  and  whatever  object  the  original  framers  of  the  measure 
might  have  bad  before  them,  at  present  it  has  ended  in  becoming  a  source  of  great  annoy¬ 
ance  to  land-holders  and  a  field  for  open  corruption.  i 

If  we  accept  the  theory  that  the  system  was  brought  into  existence  for  the  greater 
convenience  of  the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  that  purpose  is  not  fulfilled  at  present. 
The  rice  that  is  now  used  even  in  the  Agrasala  and  rice-house  in  the  Capital  is  of  the 
very  worst  kind  disgusting  even  in  appearance.  This  can  easily  be  ascertained  by  an 
inspection  of  the  same  if  made  without  previous  nDtice.  If  the  condition  of  things  ob¬ 
taining  at  the  Capital  is  such,  it  is  not  necessary  to  describe  what  it  is  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  Three  classes  of  persons  were  of  old  made  responsible  to  the  Government 
for  the  supply  of  rice,  fuel  and  other  articles  necessary  for  the  performance  of  religious 
rites  in  temples  and  for  the  feeding  that  was  conducted  there  and  in  the  Oottupurahs. 
These  were  the  ryots  who  paid  tax  in  paddy,  the  Elavas  who  had  to  supply  the  fuel  and 
the  Vrithicars  wfio  were  bound  to  supply  vegetables  and  other  articles.  By  the  grace 
of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Rajah  the  latter  classes  have  now  been  saved  from  their 
troubles.  The  ryots  who  pay  tax  in  paddy  alone  now  labour  under  this  yoke.  They 
are  far  more  numerous  than  the  former  two  classes  and  are  composed  of  men  of  different 
castes  and  religions.  Seeing  that  of  three  sets  of  men  bound  to  perform  onerous  services 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  object  two  have  been  released  it  is  not  strange 
if  there  maining  class  believe  that  they  are  labouring  under  a  grievous  and  special  hard¬ 
ship  If  fuel  and  other  articles  can  conveniently  be  purchased  from  the  market  for  the 
use  of.  the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs,  certainly  it  cannot  be  said  with  any  show  of 
reason  that  rice  alone  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  same  source.  When  the  Vrithi  tenure 
and  the  supply  of  fuel  by  Elavas  was  about  to  be  abolished  there  were  persons  who  raised 
a  false  alarm  that  the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  would  decline  for  failure  of  supply 
of  vegetables  and  fuel.  There  were  Government  officers  too  who  supported  this  opinion.  - 
That  their  fears  were  utterly  unfounded,  the  subsequent  course  of  events  has  completely 

It  is  now  about  15  years  since  complaints  against  the  paddy  tax  began  to  be  heard 
and  proposals  to  abolish  it  were  broached.  In  1072,  Government  invited  the  opinion  of 
the  Dcwan  Peishcars  and  Tah.silda.rs  on  the  subject  and  many  of  them  then  expressed 
themselves  favourably  to.  its  abolition.  The  late  Mr.  Ratnaswamy  Iyer,  then  Peishcar 
of  the  Southern  Division,  in  particular  made  a  very  full  and  learned  report  ably  setting 
forth  tlie  disabilities  under  which  both  the  ryots  and  the  Government  were  labouring  on. 
account. of  its  existence. 


1  could  wish  tor  munt  ot  statistics  which  are  not  available  to  me 


II  Do  the  generality  of  people  desire  the  abolition  of 
payment  in  kind  wholly  or  in  part? 


Mr.  A.  Gorinda  Pillai—  The  abolition  of  tax  in  kind  would  be  a  boon  to  the 
0-encrality  o£  people.  This  was  sufficiently  evidenced  by  the  opinion  o£  the  members  of 
the  Popular  Assembly  which  expressed  the  real  public  feeling  on  the  subject. 

Mr  S  Padmanabha  Iver. — TV  hat  the  generality  of  the  people  want  is  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  tax  in  p.vldv  into  money  at  the  vilatharom  or  low  rate  o£  b  chs.  per  parah 
or  iu  other  words  both  a  conversion  and  virtuailv  a  reduction  of  the  tax  also.  At  the 
meotiuo  of  the  Kep'-eseutative  Assembly  itself,  the  members  who  complamed  about  the 
levv  njT ^  tax  in  kind  also  wad  t-iai;  it  the  (government  proposed  to  convert  The  paddy 
into  it*  woMO'b  nirakku  price,  thev  did  not  want  the  conversion  hut  would  rather  prefer 
the  existing  svstem  with  its  evils. 

Mr.  P.  Ramakmhna  her.— In  payment  m  kind  the  tax-payer’s  chief  concern 
bein'?  to  protect  himself  from  being  fleeced  by  Proverty  officials,  the  desire  to  do  away 
altogether  with  tile  practice  is  universal  in  the  Division. 

Mr.  K.J Sankara  Merton.—  Constant  complaints  made  through  the  medium  of 
the  public  organs  and  otherwise  and  the  recent  expression  of  the  public  opinion  on  the 
question  at  the  last  sitting  of  the  Sri  Mularo  Popular  Assembly  give  unmistakable  proof 
oi  how  the  people  of  the  country  view  the  continuance  of.  this  archaic  system.  It  is  a 
usual  thing  for  ryots  who  have  to  pay  small  quantities  of  paddy  as  tax  in  order  to  avoid 
the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of  takmg  the  same  to  the  .Proverty  Cutcherrv  to  pay 
.non:-;-  rn  in  a  of  paddy  at  rates  much  above  the  market  price  to  the  village  officials  who 
cri.o.-t  pi  nii cut  and  make  a  profit  out  of  the  transaction.  Again,  many  an  educated  ryot 
in  u;.-  Division  evanea  the  payment  of  paddy  altogether,  takmg  advantage  of  the 
Revenue  Recovery  Regulation  which  allows  commutation  of  arrears,  and  prefers  to  pay  his 
paddy  dues  at  the  market  rate  together  with  the  notice  batta.  I  take  all  these  io  be 
fair  indications  of  the  people’s  attitude  towards  taxation  in  kind  and  my  experience  of 
the  countrv  daily  accentuates  my  early  impression  on  the  subject  that  the  abolition  of 
taxation  m  kind  is  not  only  a  popular  measure  but  may  also  be  calculated  to  produce 
certaui  indirect  results  of  a  far-reaching  character,  calculated  to  favour  the  material 
advancement  of  the  people. 

Mr.  \ .  T.  Kesava  Pillai. —  The  generality  of  people  in  this  Division  seem 
to  desire  the  abolition  of  the  payment  in  kind  wholly;  provided  the  commutation  rate 
be  fixed  at  1  jjp  fanams  per  parah. 


Mr.  N.  Subrahmania  Iyer.— The  generality  of  the  articulate  section  of  the 
people  would  have  the  substitution  of  money  for  kind,  but  add  the  rider  to  their  prayer 
that  the  commutation  should  be  fixed  at  some  favourable  rate.  From  the  report  of 
the  Tahsildars  and  from  my  own  observation,  I  find  that  the  tax  question  bears  two 
aspects— one  the  heaviness  of  incidence,  the  other  the  inconvenient  form  of  payment, 
the  weightiness  of  the  former  entirely  overwhelming  that  of  the  latter.  Further,  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  where  f  or  the  reasons  just  briefly  shown  subtle  economic  prin¬ 
ciples  arc  involved,  Government,  it  seems  to  me,  stands  hi  loco  parentis  and  cannot  afford 
tc  go  merely  on  the  vercnct  of  the  maiority  or  even  of  the  ill-informed  totality. 

^^  Mr.^P.  S.  MtUJiukarupjja  Pdlai. — The  generality  of  people  desire  the 


Mr.  C.  J.  Curfoi.— As  far  as  m 
must  earnestly  desire  the  total  abolition 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Travancore  Popu. 
the  subject  advocated  this  course  and  r 
existing  system. 


iv  knowledge  goes,  the  generality  of  people 
of  paddy  tax.  It  is  most  significant  that  in 
lar  Assembly  every  member  who  spoke  on 
.lot  one  member  expressed  approval  of  the 


1413 


Mr,  M.  D.  Daniel. — As  far  as  1  have  observed  the  desire  for  the  abolition  of 
taxation  in  kind  is  in  the  heart  of  every  Travaneorean. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Atehutkan  Filial.— I  have  not  yet  come  across  anv  land-owner  who 
does  not  ardently  desire  the  total  abolition  of  uix  in  kind. 

Mr.  M.  Narayana  Rump. — The  majority  of  people  is  121  favour  of  the  total 
abolition  of  taxation  in  kind, 

Mr.  Kavalom  Nilukanta  Filled. — On  consulting  several  rich  rvots,  1.  learn 
that  they  arc  of  opinion  that  taxation  in  kind  should  be  wholly  abolished. 

Mr.  S ivamma  Iyer.— The  wish  of  the  major  portion  of  the  ryots  is  that  tax¬ 
ation  in  kind  should  be  done  away  with. 

Mr.  Ahmuouff/l  Uiannan  Scudearan  Korhuhinni. — The  wish  of  (he  major 
portion  of  the  population  is  that  the  svstem  should  be  abolished  - 

Mr.  h.  Earn/./  iyer. — The  levying  of  tax  in  kind,  however  sound  in  theory  it 

the  tax-payer  nor  to  Government  and  the  generality  of  people  would  welcome  its 
abolition  but  of  course  on  tne  condition  that  the  commutation  rate  is  fair  ami 
reasonable. 


III.  The  main  argument  urged  against  the  abolition 
of  the  system  is  that  the  paddy  required  for  the  Beva 
swoms  and  Oottupurahs  in  large  quantities  cannot  be 
easily  obtained  without  excessive  cost.  What  is  your 
opinion  on  this  point? 

Mr.  A.  Govmda  Pdlai. — Owing  to  deficiency  of  supply  rice  has  often  to  be 
bought  for  disbursements  m  Oolsavamutom  and  other  institutions.  I  understand  that 
such  purchases  are  always  possible,  the  price  varying  according  to  the  prevailing 

Mr.  S.  Padmanabha  Jyer — Except  perhaps  in  out-of-the-way  stations  far 
removed  from  the  market,  the  paddy  required  for  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  can 
be  obtained  without  difficulty  bv  engaging  contractors  for  its  supply.  The  impro¬ 
vement  in  communications  and  the  auvance  in  trade  have  made  this  possible  now. 
But  the  cost  will  be  greater  for  the  same  quantity  than  under  the  present  system  of 
obtaining  the  paddy  from  the  Government  granaries. 

Mr.  P.  Ramdkn&hna  Iyer  — The  argument  o£  radical  conservatives  that  Oottu¬ 
purahs  an<i  Devaswoms  would  fare  deplorably  and  that  they  could  not  be  maintained 
satisfactorily  under  a  substituted  money  system  without  excessive  cost,  is  no 
doubt  a  cogent  cue  apparently ;  but  it  appears  vulnerable  to  the  slight  flaw  of  its 
resting  on  premises  of  doubtful  exactness.  What  is  meant  by  excessive  cost?  it 
excessive  cost  means  enormous  cost  incidental  to  the  purchase  of  enormous  quantities 
of  gram  from  the  open  market  its  high  and  forbidding  figure  need  scarcely  cause 

is  likely  to  incur  an  amount  of  expenditure  under  the  new  system  m  excess  of  that 
under  "the  old  one,  the  danger  apprehended  requires  to  be  thoroughly  analysed  with 
reference  to  facts  and  figures,  and  if  these  latter  should  show  that  Government  would 
be  a  loser,  the  position  taken  up  m  favour  of  retention  would  ceroauly  be  no  outcome 
of  a  phantom  fear.  The  standard  commutation  rate  with  which  I  shall  deal  later  011 
must  furnish  the  best  solution. 
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Mr.  T.  R.  Aickutkan  Pillai. — The  paddy  required  for  Devaswoms  and  Oottu¬ 
purahs  can  be  easily  obtained  though  it  may  entail  some  additional  cost. 

Mr.  M.  Naravana  Jvuruy. — Some  loss  nmv  arise  to  Government  m  purchasing 
paddy  for  the  use  of  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs.'  But  this  loss  raav  not  be  material 

Mr.  Kavalam  Nilakanta  Pillai.— The  paddy  or  rice  required  for  State  purposes 
can  be  conveniently  obtained  from  dealers  or  contractors,  This  can  be  done  without 
increased  expenditure. 

Mr.  Sivarama  Iyer. — The  required  quantity  of  paddy  for  Devas.woms  and 
Oottupurahs  can  be  purchased  without  additional  cost. 

Mr.  Alummottil  Channan  Saukaran  Korhvhmju. — No  additional  expense  will 
lave  to  be  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  the  required  quantity  of  paddy  for  Devaswoms 
.and  Oottupurahs. 

Mr.  K.  Rama  Iyer. — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  great  difficulty  in 
obtaining  paddy  for  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs.  Asa  matter  of  fact  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  paddy  imported  into  the  country  for  local  consumption.  If  the  paddy  tax 
is  not  collected  from  the  ryot,  the  demand  on  the  imported  paddy  for  local  consumption 
would,  become  less.  It  will  not  be  difficult  for  Government  to  arrange  to  import  paddy  for 
their  use  even  if  it  cannot  be  bad  locally.  But  I  think  there  will  be  many  a  tax-paver  who 
may  have  to  sell  paddy  for  paying  tax  in  money  and  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  make 
necessary  arrangements  to  buy  paddy  locally  also.  If  die  purchases  are  made  at  the  time 
of  payment  of  kists.  paddy  can  be  obtained  for  much  cheaper  rates  than,  otherwise. 

IV.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  paddy  tax  collected 
in  your  Bivision  and  what  is  the  quantity  required  for 
the  Bevaswoms  and  Oottupurahs? 

Mr.  P.  Ramahrkhna  Iyer. — The  total  tax  collected  in  rhe  Trivandrum  Division  in 
'J079  is  2,62,1  G9  parahs  and  the  expenditure  lor  Oottupurahs  and  Devaswoms  is 
2,45,213  parahs.  This  does  not  represent  the  expenditure  of  paddy  for  the  Agra- 
sala  which  last  year  amounted  to  5,11.13b  parahs  2 pi-  edangahes  oh  paddy  from  the 
Ambalapuzha  itandukrishi,  Kartigapally  Taluk,  Neyvattmkara  Kimdukrishi,  Tinge! 
Kelpura,  Nairjinad  Madapaud  and  certain  Proverues.  Adding  tins  to  the  above,  the 
total  expenditure  is  5.56,351  parahs  2Tsg-  edangnhes. 

Mr.  K*  P-  Sartkara  Menon. — The  total  amount  of  paddy  tax  actually  collected  in 
the  Kottayam  Division  is  3,51,625  parahs  and  the  quantity  required  tor  Devaswoms 
and  Oottupurahs  is  2,44,428  paralis. 

Mr.  V.  I.  Kesaca  Pillai. — The  total  amount  of  paddy  tax  collected  in  the  Quilon 
Division,  is  5,39,715  parahs.  Inclusive  of  the  Randukrishi,  it  is  7,48,977  parahs.  The 
amount  required  for  the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  in  this  Division  and  Cor  other 
purposes  is  7,25,123  parahs. 

Mr.  N.  Subrahmania  Iyer. — The  total  amount  ot  paddy  tax  collected  in  the  Divi¬ 
sion  taking  an  average  for  the  last  10  years,  is  5,76,589  parahs.  4,37,961  parahs  of 
paddy  or  1,38,628  parahs  less  than  the  annual  collection  is  being  expended  every  year 
on  behalf  of  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  in  this  Division.  In  other  words,  76  per  cent 
or  more  than  j  of  the  paddy  is  being  thus  spent,  the  remaining  small  quantity  lying  in 
the  granaries  to  meet  unforeseen  emergencies  of  various  kinds. 

V.  What  is  the  total  demand  of  paddy  tax  and  what 
proportion  of  it  is  actually  recovered  in  kind? 

Mr-  P.  Ramakrishna  Iyer. — The  total  demand  of  paddy  tax  in  the  Division  in  1079 


oUection  is  2,62,160  pa 


arahs.  This  shows  61*3  percen 


Mr  /\  P- Sankara  Mourn. — The  total  demand  is  15,00,708  parahs.  One-fourth 
of  this  viz..  3.7o,177  parahs,  is  due  m  kind. 

Mr  I'.  L  he.' am  Pitta*. — The  total  demand  of  the  paddy  tax  in  this  Division  is 
21  04,221  parahs.  The  proportion  actually  recovered  in  kind  is  about  onc-fourch  of  the 
total  demand. 

Mr.  N.  Subrahmania  Iyer. — The  annual  demand  of  paddy  in  this  Division  taking 
an  average  for  the  last  10  years,  is  6,42,517  parahs  of  which  5,76,589  parahs  or  88  per¬ 
cent  of  it  have  been  realized  in  kind. 


VI.  How  is  the  paddy  stored,  in  Government  gran¬ 
aries  or  in  private  houses,  and  if  the  latter,  state  whether 
any  and  what  amount  is  paid  as  rent  for  the  storage  of 
paddy  and  at  what  rate? 


Mr.  P.  Itamakishna  Aiyer. — Paddy  is  stored  in  Government  granaries  and  in  pri¬ 
vate  houses.  In  the  case  of  the  latter,  the  use  of  granaries  is  free  of  rent,  the  ryot  agreeing 
to  place  his  granary  at  the  disposal  of  the  local  Revenue  official  as  an  act  of  pure  friendliness. 
The  Ckirayinkil  proverty  is  the  only  exception.  There  a  granary  has  been  engaged  on 
a  rent  of  Rs.  3  per  mensem  ;  that  however  is  only  a  temporary  measure.  As  a  rule 
private  buildings  are  nor  used  for  the  purpose  except  when  the  temporary  repair  of 
Sirkar  granary  or  its  overfulness  may  necessitate  the  engagement  of  private  granaries 
which  are  so  abundant  in  the  villages  and  which  could  be  secured  with  ease  in  consequ¬ 
ence  of  the  local  influence  of  the  storing-  officer.  It  often  happens  that  paddy  brought 
to  a  private  granary  for  measurement  will  be  damp  or  of  inferior  quality.  The  same 
will  have  to  be  sifted;  the  sifting  process  will  be  entrusted  to  the  owner  or  his  people 
and  their  attention  to  it  is  not  unpaid  for  ;  the  ryot  is  of  course  the  pay  master  and 
neither  the  Government  nor  the  Provertikar  has  to  lose  anything  by  it.  Thus  the 
Proverfcikar  is  under  obligations  to  the  owner  of  the  granary  for  the  building  and  the 
owner  is  under  obligations  to  the  Provertikar  for  holding  out  to  him  a  means  of  income. 
This  state  of  things  is  to  my  mind  the  reason  why  private  granaries  are  allowed 


Mr.  E.  P.  Sankara  Menon. — Paddy  is  stored  in  Government  and  private  granaries. 
The  custody  of  the  paddy  collected  necessitates  the  building  of  granaries  at  considerable 
cost  or  the  hiring  of  private  buildings  on  rents  fixed  by  the  Provertlcar.  In  this  year 
paddy  was  stored  in  13  Government  granaries  and  25  private  granaries.  In  the  latter,  - 
2,05,466  parahs  are  stored  and  the  yearly  rent  for  the  25  private  granaries  comes  to 
about  Rs,  2,603.  All  tills  is  unneessarv  expense  incidental  to  paddy  tax. 

Mr.  V.  I.Ke&ava  Pillai.- The  paddy  collected  is  stored  in  Government  granaries  where 
available^  Where  they  are  not  available  it  is  stored  in  rented  private  buildings.  The 

rent  varies  from  4  to"  7  Rs.  The  house  rent  paid  in  paddy  is  3  paxahs  per  100  parahs 
stored.  The  total  amount  of  house-rent  paid  in  money  for  the  storage  of  paddi 
this  Division  is  Its.  1,616 -22chs.  -  2  cash  and  the  total  amount  of  such  — 
paddy  is  4,226  parahs. 

Mr.  N.  Subrahmania  Iyerr— Paddy 

is  for  any  long  period  and  at  so- much  per 
temporary.  When  paddy  is  stored  in  private  . 
aries,  a  rent  of  2  chuckrams  per  kottah  is  paid  by  the  Sir 

dtyd"l  turn  ' "ofdRsU^3?eir spent 


'  annum,  when  the  engagement 
when  the  arrangement  is  only 
"  *  c  i ace  in  Sirkar  gran- 


'  paddy  in  this  Divi- 


VIII.  Has  it  ever  happened  that  owing  to  failure 
of  crops  or  other  causes  the  paddy  locally  collected  was 
insufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure  on  account  of  Deva- 
swoms  and  Oottupurahs?  In  such  a  contingency  how 
was  the  required  quantity  obtained;  if  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  taluks  or  provertles,  what  was  the  amount  of 
transport  charges  entailed  on  this  account? 


IX.  Is  any  rate  of  wastage  allowed  for  paddy  stored  in  the 
granaries?  If  not,  how  are  the  provertikars  expected  to 
account  for  the  paddy  in  their  charge?  Is  it  true  that  in 
the  measurement  of  paddy  there  is  much  fraud  practised 
and  a  larger  quantity  taken  from  the  ryot  than  entered 
in  the  accounts?  If  ihis  he  a  fact  what  is  the  rate  of  excess 


has  demanded? 


X.  In  tiie  event  of  your  recommending  the  abolition 
of  payment  in  kind,  What  commutation  rats  will  you  ftxf 
Would  you  fix  a  uniform  rats  so  as  to  cover  not  only  the 
portion  now  paid  in  kind  but  also  what,  is  recovered  as 
Vilayartham  at  1J  fs.  per  parah  or  would  you  leave  the 
latter  untouched  and  fix  a  rate  for  the  former  alone  % 

XI.  On  what  basis  would  you  fix  a  commutation  rate? 
If  the  market  price  of  paddy  for  a  series  of  years  is  to  be 
the  test,  how  would  you  deal  with  the  variations  in  prices 
in  different  localities  and  the  varying  standards  of  mea¬ 
surement  in  use? 


total  failure  of  crops  in  ITanjanad  and  Shencottah  owing  to  drought,  the  Azhukiche- 
tham  (jyogxiQ-ypiZ)  and  other  difficulties  consequent  npoo  inundation  in  middle  and 
north  Travancore  aro  not  of  rare  occurrence.  If  the  aeconnts  of  a  wet  land  OTYDrr 


XEt.  "Wnsi*  woula  veu  suggest  as  the  oesx  means  of 
obtaining  nasav  tor  xhe  Devaswoms  ana  wottupurahs'? 
I  th  %  e  o  comm  ad  be  Jess 

tha  fa  ir  t  a  e  now  h  ferenee  to 

be  met;  m  other  worss.  couia  von  ®oim  to  any  savings 
v  h  c  T  a  n  th  app  e  o  .s  a  matter 

of  a  o  ta  n  b  or  a  o  purchased 

in  owf«  irmrKzz  mr  wyaswoms  ana  Gotxupur&bs  in  some 
c  to  j  th  pa  a  a  b  aving  been 

suapued  from  tne  Government  granaries  xo  tne  institu¬ 
tions  concerned*  In  such  cases  how  is  tne  cost  incurred 


go  considerably  fco  lighten  the  extra  expenditure  which  might  result  by  the  lie 
scheme. 


XIII.  Do  you  really  apprehend  any  difficulty  or  exces¬ 
sive  cost  in  obtaining  the  necessary  supply  of  paddy  for 
the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs? 


Mr.  P.  Bamairiskna  Iyer.— I  do  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  or  excessive 
cost  referred  to,  in'case  the  standard  rate  is  the  same  as  the  market  rate,  the  fluctua¬ 
tions  in  the  one  being  also  the  fluctuations  in  the  other.  It  is  only  in  important 
towns  like  Trivandrum  that  the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  would  require  large 
quantities  of  paddy,  so  large,  that  the  local,  supply  supposing  the  optional  system  is 
introduced  will  he  inadequate,  and  the  whole  quantity  or  a  part  of  it  will  have  to  be 
purchased.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  or  excessive  cost  so  far  as  I  can  see. 

Mr,  K.  _P.  Sankara  Menon. — There  will  be  little  or  no  difficulty  in  getting  the 
necessary  supply  of  paddy  ior  the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  in  the  open  market 
or  through  contractors. 

In  this  Division  the  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  require  2,54, 42$  pa-raha  of 
paddy  a  year.  This  quantity  is  now  disbuised  from  the  Sirkar  granaries  aiid debited 
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Aj>.  ^  r. *  .I'.-Ai,'//!,,  «,,  not  iippivkoiid  any  ihfcmltv  at  nil  m 

Mr.  M.  Mamyana  Rump. — Smw  m  ihv-o  ^  there  are  roads  anil  canals  all 
over  the.  country  ami  ample  means  oi  communication  and  sufficient,  shops  ana  bazaars 
there,  is  no  difficulty  m  storm”-  paddy  necessary  tor  Devaswoms  and  Oottnpuvahs. 
The  fact,  that  the  supply  of  rnanv  ntlier  things' is  o-iven  on  contract  serves  as  an 
example  to  follow. 

Mr.  Karalam  Ntlal'antu  Pillar — The  paddy  or  run  neivs.-arv  for  all  State  pur¬ 
poses  can  he  conveniently  obtiimeu  from  dealers  or  contractors  without  any  increase  of 
expenditure.  A  contrary  fear  is  unfounded. 

Mr.  ■''U-arama  lyt-r. —  1  he;  required  quantity  of  paddy  ami  rice  can  he  outlined 

Mr.  A(ummo»tti(  Ohannan  Sankara  n  Kuc/ud  un/it.  —  Fin-re  is  no  doubt  that  by  the 
contract  system  the  rccpiired  quantity  ul  nee  ami  paddv  can  be  obtained. 

Mr.E.  Enina  Ii/cr. — It  8  ch>.  he  fixed  as  the  commutation  rate.  I  think  there- 
could  hardly  be  any  excess  m  cost  io  Government  for  supplying  the  Devaswoms  and 
Oottupurahs  with  paddv.  Even  supposmu:  that  the  new  scueme  will  cost  Government 
a  lacm>r  iwu,  I  thmk  the  Government  ought /mt  to  jrrudire  it.  si'utip  rhat  Government 
will  iret  much  more  from  the  land  revenue  by  tile  new  Settlement,  that  the  taxation  on 
wer  lands  is  not  light  and  that  the  wet  land  owners  do  really  stand  m  need  ut  rebel. 

XIV-  For  the  supply  of  paddy  from  the  mofussil  taluks 
for  the  more  Important  festivals  in  the  Capital,  is  it  ever 
or  frequently  the  practice  to  purchase  good  rice  in  the 
open  market  or  engage  a  contractor  for  the  purpose  ?  In 
such  cases,  do  not  the  price  of  the  paddy  and  the  trans¬ 
port  charges  cover  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  the 
contractor  and  leave  him  a  margin  of  profit  % 

Mr  A  Oonmda  Prflai. — For  the  more  important  festivals  in  the  Capital  it  is 
often  the  practice  to  purchase  rice  m  the  open  market,  or  engasre  a  contractor  for  the 
purpose.  The  fact  that  such  supplies  are  taken  on  contract  shows  that  thev  are  profit- 

Mr.  -V  Pudmanabha  Lter. — I  have  no  definite  information  as  to  the  practice  pre¬ 
vailing  m  Trivandrum  m  the  matter  and  I  have  had  no  experience  of  the  practice  of  con¬ 
tractors  supplying  nee.  1  do  not,  therefore,  venture  to  answer  this  question.  For  the 
festivals  and.  ceremonies  m  the  Vaikom  pagoda  tile  conduct  of  winch  I  have  supervised, 
the  be-u-  rice  available  at  the  locality  is  supplied  bv  the  Provertv  officials. 

Mr-  P-  Putmakri-inna  ly<r. — I  or  some  years  past  instead  of  gettiug  the  surplus 
paddv  from  other  taluks  for  important  festivals  m  the  Padinanabbaswamy  Temple,  rice 
is  obtamed  from  contractors  whose  expenses  are  quite  covered  and  a  margin  of  profit 
left  withal. 

Mr.  K.  P.  Sankara  Men  an. — FTo  paddv  is  supplied  from  the  taluks  in  this  Division 
for  festivals  in  the  Capital. 

Mr.  V.  /.  Kmiva  Pillai. — From  the  reports  received  from  the  Tahsildars  in  this 
Division  I  learn  that,  sometimes  though  not  irequentlv  nee  is  purchased  and  supplied  in 
place  of  paddy  due  from  the  mol'nssil  taluks  tor  important  festivals  at  the  Capital.  But 
the  price  of  paddy  and  the  sanctioned  transport  charges  are  barely  sufficient  to  cover  the 
actual  expenses  incurred. 


XVI  What  would  be  the  probable  amount  of  savings 
in  the  shape  of  transport  charges,  rent  for  storing  paddy 
and  loss  by  wastage  or  deterioration? 


XVI3.  How  far  would  the  measure  facilitate  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  establishment,  the  simplification  of  accounts  and 
prevention  of  fraud? 


XX.  Will  the  disbursement  of  the  prescribed  allot 
ments  for  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  wholly  in  mone' 
in  any  way  affect  the  efficient  management  of  those  insti 
tutions  ? 
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Mr.  V.  I.  Kesava  Pitta!. — If  the  disbursement  of  the  prescribed  allotment  for 
Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  be  wholly  in  money,  1  feel  sure  it  would  result  in  the 
mismanagement  of  these  institutions  and  the  perpetration  of  frauds. 

Under  such  ail  arrangement  the  Dcvaswom  and  Oottupurah  employes  will 
misappropriate  a  good  portion  "of  the  money  and  neither  the  poojas  iu  the  temples  nor 
the  feeding  in  the  Oottupurabs  will  be  properly  conducted. 

Having  answered  the  above  questions  I  beg  to  summarise  below  my  views  with 
regard  to  the  proposal  to  abolish  taxation  in  kind  : — 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  abolition  oi  taxation  in'  kind  is  a  reform  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  a  progiessive  administration  in  as  much  as  it  would  tend  to  simplify 
accounts,  facilitate  the  collection  of  taxes,  reduce  frauds,  improve  the  tone  of  the  service 
and  lessen  friction  lift  ween  the  ryots  and  the  village  officers.  On  the  other  hand  it 
in^xr  in  <dl  probability  lead  to  the  ruin  of  the  poorer  ryots  and  throw  them  into  the  hands 
of  the  mone-v-lcrders.  As  the  svstem  of  payment  in  kind  is  annoying  to  the  ryot, 
although  in  the  long  run  beneficial  to  him,  and  as  it  acts  as  a  clog  to  the  machinery  of 
the  State,  1  think  than  so  far  as  Sirkar  lands  are  concerned  it  may  be  abolished  and 
payment  m  monev  substituted  experimentally  for  10  years  during  which  period  Govern¬ 
ment.  mav  iw  m  a  position  to  ascertain  the  effects  of  the  reform  on  the  condition  of  the 
rvots  and  on  the  methods  of  Land  Administration.  The  commutation  rate  may  be  fixed 
at  2^-  fanams  per  parali  for  the  next  10  years  subject  to  revision  after  that  period  if  the 
reform  is  made  permanent. 

The  Sirkar  having  undertaken  the  management  of  the  Devaswoms  sad  certain 
charitable  institutions,  is  bound  to  maintain  them  according  to  the  intentions  of  those 
who  made  the  endowments  which  support  those  institutions  and  in  conformity  with 
the  tenets  and  observances  of  the  Hindu  religion.  The  Sirkar  can  administer  the 
revenues  of  those  institutions,  but  it  has  no  right  to  mix  such  revenues  with  the  revenues 
oi  the  State.  It  is  but  fair  and  just  that  the  lands  and  other  properties  belonging 
to  Devaswoms  and  chanties  should  be  set  apart  for  their  special  bench  t  and  that  the 
expenditure  on  their  account  should  be  met  out  of  the  income.  If  the  State  spends  for 
these  institutions  anv  monev  from  its  own  revenues  in  addition  to  the  income  derived 
from  the  properties  belonging  to  them  then  it  is  an  injustice  to  the  general  tax-payer. 
On  the  other  hand  if  the  a  :ate  takes  and  uses  for  itself  any  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue 
of  these  institutions  it  is  a  violation  of  the  trust.  To  avoid  both  these  possibilities,  it  is 
best  to  keep  separate  the  administration  and  management  of  the  trust  properties  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  institutions  appertaining  to  the  trust.  I  therefore  most  res¬ 
pectfully  suggest  that  all  lands  -and  other  properties  belonging  to  the  Devaswams 
and  chanties  which  the  Sirkar  has  taken  under  its  management,  should  be  adminis¬ 
tered  separate.lv  and  that  the  collection  of  the  revenues  thereof  and  the  expenditure  of 
the  same  should  he  entrusted  to  a  separate  department  under  the  control  of  Go¬ 
vernment  but  independent  and  unconnected  with  the  affairs  of  the  state.  Such  a 
department  should  have  its  own  officers  not  only  for  the  management  of  the  temples  and 
charities  but  also  for  the  collection  of  their  revenues,  and  these  officers  should  have  the 
same  powers  as  the  other  revenue  officers  of  the  State.  The  accounts  of  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  this  department  should  be  kept  separate  from  the  State  accounts,  and  all 
surplus  revenue  should  be  kept  and  used  for  the  benefit  solely  of  the  institutions. ' 

The  rvots  owning  lands  belonging  to  Sircar  Devaswoms  and  charities  are  as  much 
hound  ns  the  tenants  ot  private  Devaswoms  to  pay  their  taxes  in  kind  ;  and  it  is  simply 
unreasonable  to  expea  the  taxes  on  these  lands  to  be  received  in  money  when  paddy  is 
required  lor  expenditure  m  the  Devaswoms  and  charitable  institutions.  "These  rvots  have 
not  only  been  relieved  considerably  by  commuting  a  portion  of  the  paddy  tax  into  money 
ui  a  verv  low  rate,  but  they  have  been  given  permanent  proprietary  rights  over  their  hinds 
which  they  did  not  originally  possess  and  which  the  tenants  of  private  Devaswom  ■  lands 
can  never  hope  to  attain.  They  have  therefore  no  reason  to  grumble  if  they  are  disked 
to  pay  a  portion  of  tax  in  the  shape  of  paddy  which  is' absolutely  necessary  -for  the 
maintenance  of  the  institutions  to  which  the  lands  belong.  -  " 


Tile  taxes  on  ] ancle  belonging  to  Devaswoms  ami  charities  under  the  Sirknr  ma¬ 
nagement  ought  therefore  to  he  levied  as  hitherto,  parti?  m  kind  and  partly  in  money, 
so  that  the  paddy  required  tor  expenditure  may  bo  directly  obtained  from  the  ryots 
occupying  those  lands  instead  of  being  purchased  m  the  market. 


Mr.  N.  Suhrahmania  hjer, — No.  It  will  not  affect  as  long  as  the  money  allotted 
secures  the  labour  and  the  materials  necessary  for  efficient  management.  But  the  policy 
of  money  allotment  has  not  been  hitherto  a  success.  The  allotment  made  in  094  M.  E. 
has  been  found,  it  is  well  known,  inadequate  to  procure  easy  or  efficient  labour  or  suffi¬ 
cient  or  good  materials.  The  period  of  economic  history  in  Travancore  when  these  low 
Pathivoo  rates  were  fixed  was  the  period  of  money  scarcity  when  a  good  portion  of  the 
local  money  had  already  drained  away  and  British  money  had  not  come  in  to  take  it 

the  continued  operation  ot  those  causes  that  brought  m  British  money  the  prices  are 
likely  to  rise  still  further.  If  therefore  efficient  management  is  desired,  what  is  wanted 


1448 


Mr.  Ravalam  Nilakanta  Filial . — II  the  money  for  Devaswom  and  Oottupurah 
expenses  is  entrusted  to  truthful  and  diligent  subordinate  officers  they  will  do  the  work 
property.  Money  for  the  purchuss  of  vegetables  is  now  handed  over  to  the  officers  and 
they  get  the  supplies  properly  furnished.  Such  being  the  case  there  is  no  reason  to  fear 
that  if  the  price,  of  rice  is  paid,  to  them  they  will  fail  to  make  use  of  it  properly. 

Mr.  Siearama  Iyer. — It  is  better  to  engage  contractors  for  the  supply  of  the 
necessary  articles  to  the  Devaswom-:  and  Oottupurahs  than  to  advance  money  for  the 
purchase  of  the  same. 

.1/.  Alummootiil  Ghannan  Sankaran  Kochuhmju:  ~  If  money  is  advanced  for 
Davaswoms  and  Oottupurahs  the  ceremonies  and  the  feedings  will  be  decently  conducted.- 

Mr.  E.  Ruma  Iyar: — I  do  not  think  that  the  money  allotment  will  in  any  way 
impair  theefficient  management  of  Devaswoms  and  Oottupurahs.  If  fixed  allotments  are 
made  in  money  the  necessary  quantity  of  paddy  can  easily  be  secured  aud  any  balance 
left  after  the  year’s  expenditure  may  be  utilised  for  subsequent  years  in  case  "of  need. 


Mr.  Subrahmania  Iyer’s  Memorandum. 


asoning,  therefore,  it  is  natural  to  conclude  that,  given  an  ancie 
re  and  given  no  express  object  to  defeat  its  aim  or  thwart  it 
□pe,  money  must  long  ago  have  hiker,  the  place  of  kind  for  al 
eluding  tax-payment  to  the  king. 

My  answer  therefore  to  the  first  question  is  in  the  affirma 


Question  2. 

t  circumstances  was  kind-payment  introduced  ? 


11.  To  consider  this  question  one  has  to  go  back  to  the  first  contact  of  India,  and 
tonff  Indian  countries.  Travancore  first  of  all,  with  the  commercial  nations  of  the  West 
East  Indies.  This  contact  began,  as  we  all  know,  towards  the 
and  has  been  developing  in  volume  and  intensity  ever  since. 

™;+T,  —  agricultural  produce  and  as  :~ 


lanufactures  with  o 


close  of  the  loth  cen 
They  came  in  to  exchange  the 
the  case  of  all  the  trading  nat: 
of  trade  have  all  along  been  with  the  former.  That  at  the  "time  of  the  first  arrival «.  . 

3,  attracted  by  India’s  barbaric  pearl  and  gold,  money  was  in  free  circulatic 
__j  _..i_  ji  purp0SCS  for  ^hicli  it  is  ordinarily  it 


attracted  by  In 

the  established  channels  and  subserved 
tended,  is  very  much  more  than  a  hypothesis  m  . .  . 
claims  to  be  received  as  an  accepted  fact,  in  the  absents 
contrary.  Foreign  money  was  of  course  not  legal  tender  in  the  country  no 
ing  and  exporting  possible  unless  the  foreign  merchants  were  premitted  to 
territory  and  sell  their  articles  to  us  for  our  money  and  to  buy  in  return  what  they 
wanted.  They  therefore  asked  permission  to  settle,  build  factories  for  storing  their 
articles,  and  to  sell  them  for  our  money.  In  granting  this  permission  it  was  expected 
’  'we  would  buy  their  goods,  with  our  agricultural  produce — provided  only  there  be 
1  ■  - distribution  and  consumption  at  home— ,  or  in  exchange  for  some 

_  -  -  -  v.  kept  this  in  view,  our  connection  with  foreign  nations 

would  not  have  been  disastrous  to  any,  but  fertile  of  unalloyed  advantages  to  ah  concern¬ 
ed.  “  Every  country  will  produce  for  itself  and  other  countries  that  in  which  it  has  the 
greatest  relative  advantage  and  on  the  ‘whole  there  -will  be  a  greater  return  to  the  aggre¬ 
gate  productive  powers  of  the  world,  or  for  the  same  return  as  before,  there  wilfbe  a 
less  expenditure  of  labour  and  effort  and  the  real  increase  of  wealth  ot  leisure  to  be 
divided  between  the  various  trading  nations  will  be  so  much  more  Per  contra  “  the 
assumption  that  labour  and  capital  caudal  ways  be  diverted  from  an  industry  that  is  ruin¬ 
ed  by  foreign  competition  to  ‘something  else  ’.wall  obviously  not  hold  good  of  the  capital 


[ter  proper  disl 
ti  industrial  pr 


_  rivity  became  indiscriminate.  We  began  to  buv  foreign  goods 

at  the  expense  of  our  industrial  classes,  that  is  with  our  food- 
produce,  *  before  its  proper  distribution  and  consumption  m  the  society  and  here  was 
the  real  fons  etorigo  mali.  The  merchandise  of  other  countries  poured  in  abundance  and  our 
people  began  to  purchase  them  m  preference  to  local  manufactures.  We  did  not  keep  in 
view  the  necessity  for  maintaining  our  own  industries.  We  forgot  that  bv  so  doing 
alone  could  we  expect  -without  prejudice  to  our  own  social  compact  to  be  permanently 
able  to  buv  useful  and  attractive  foreign  things  not  procurable  m  this  country.  We 
began  to  acquire  foreign  habits  and  tastes  with  no  redeeming  idea  of  self-supply.  We. 
ignored  the  cardinal  principles  that  to  be  supplied  by  our  own  industrial  classes  is  self- 


From  these  four-fold  forces  sprang,  as  just  briefly  shown,  a  number  o£  national, 
conditions  which  cannot  evidently  make  for  continued  vitality: — 

(1)  The  impairment  of  the  power  of  supplying  the  secondary  wants  of  the  society. 

(2)  The  impairment  of  the  power  of  purchasing  the  lood-produce  irrown  by  the 
agricultural  section  of  the  nation  and  badly  wanted  for  consumption  by  the  other  sections 
of  the  society.  That  what  we  export  is  not  the  surplus  after  proper  distribution  is  clear 
when  we  remember  the  average  wages  of  tne  Indian  people  when  compared  with  that  of 
other  countries,  (Rs.  18  or  20  against  .%&.  m  England  )aud  when  we  note  that  the  price 
offered  for  Mich  of  the  exports  as  arc  m  great  demand  elsewhere,  for  a  single  cocoaout 
for  instance,  is  double  what  it  was  ten  rears  ago  and  equals  almost  the  dady  income  of  the 
average  Indian  calculated  as  above. 

(3)  The  impairment  o£  the  power  hitherto  enjoyed  by  Indian  merchants  of  buy¬ 
ing  and  distributing  food  to  the  sections  above  mentioned. 

(4)  The  impairment  of  the  power  of  controlling  the  wages  of  industrial  and  other 

(5)  The  impairment  of  the  power  of  controlling  the  wages  of  raw-material  classes. 

(6)  The  impairment  of  credit,  both  for  public  and  private  investment,  on  account 
of  the  crippled  and  impoverished  condition  of  the  population. 

As  a  result  of  all  these,  the  production  and  distribution  of  the  industrial  labour 
of  the  country  was  first  destroyed  and  money  was  abstracted  from  the  nation  for  whoso 
benefit  it  was  intended.  As  the  sources  of  our  secondary  wants  became  more  and  more 
foreign  and  as -the  circumstances  just  enumerated  grew  more  ami  more  intense,  money- 
became  increasingly  scarce  in  the  hands  of  our  people  and  a  dead-lock  in  the  exchange- 
market  including  the  payment  of  revenue  supervened. 

13.  But  when  on  account  of  this  money-scarcity  and  greatly -lowered  prices  of  food¬ 
stuffs  payment  of  kist  was  in  default,  our  Malm.  Rajahs  did  not  like 
partial  rever-  to  coerce  the  ryots  out  of  their  lands.  They  knew  that  without  lands 
*ion  to  the  pre-  to  cultivate,  the  ryots  must  cease  to  live.  hordul  they  like  tomtro- 
SSd-ezchanffe.  duce  foreign  money  and  see  it  gradually  established  as  the  exclusive  me¬ 
dium  of  exchange  in  their  territories.  They  knew  taat  this  would  mean- 
dependence  on  foreign  demand  for  all  monies  and  consequent  resigna¬ 
tion  to  them  of  the  power  topay  suchpricesfor  our  food-produce  as  would  suit  their  separate 
interests.  Our  Maha  Rajahs,  therefore,  graciously  resolved  to- return  to  the  pre-money 
stage,  to  themselves  take  the  tax  in  the  form  of  agricultural  produce  and  to  distribute 
it  as  salaries,  &e.  It  may  be  parenthetically  remarked  that  the  subsequent  re-conver¬ 
sion  of  kind-salaries  into  money  now  in  such  u"ly  evidence  in  the  starvation  wages 
of  Devaswom  employes  was  the  result  of  these  principles  having  been  lost  sight  of,  and 
represents  when  viewed  as  above  an  ill-considered  and  showy  reform. 

Here  a  question  may  naturally  arise.  Ho  not  all  these  considerations  lustifv  a 
return  to  all-kmd?  If  so.  whv  was  only  part  kind  ordered?  The  following  is  the 
answer.  Indirect  taxes  of  various  kmds,  evidently  levied  to  meet  tne  exigencies  of 
war,  had  bv  that  tone  begun  to  make  themselves  felt.  As  long  as  the  products  of 
labour  thus  taxed  arc  not  exported  and  do  not  bring  food  from  other  countries  but  are 
cotmuned  m  the,  couutry  itself,  these  tuxes  could  not  but  touch  the  purses  of  the  ryots 
and  become  indirect  uuraeas  to  tnem,  unless  the  production  of  food-produce,  m 
the  country  proportionately  increased  l>y  extensive  or  intensive  cultivation,  tor 
which  however  tne  conditions  were  far  from  favourable  under  the  general  enieeble- 
ment  that  had  mreadv  commenced  in  the  ouuiu-v.  To  meet  these  extra  burdens, 
therefore,  the  rvots  raised  the  value  of  their  food-produce,  ilus  [tower  of  raising 

clastic  system  of  a  paternal  Government,  kind  began  to  bo  gradually  accepted  as 
tax  when  money  was  not  forthcoming  from,  them,  there  was  not  the 


ilu&ftlMsIark 
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■of  Government  dues.  In  tie  matter  of  two-chuckram  and  four-chuckram  pier.es 
too,  which  are  the  only  silver  coins  struck  in  any  quantity,  the  demand  is  fast 
decreasing  and  it  is  "With  difficulty  thai  even  these  silver  coins  have  to  be  pressed 
on  people  to  whom  treasury  disbursements  have'  to  be  made.  Thus  it  seems  that 
the  present  out-put  of  Travancore  coinage  is  in  excess  of  the  requirements  of  local 
exchange  and  the  circumstances  that  brought  on  this  greatly  restricted  demand  for 
local  coin,  are  continuing  to  operate  with  increasing  vigour  and  will  by  them¬ 
selves  suffice  to  reduce  tins  to  zero  within  a  measurable  period  of  time. 

The  percentage  of  local  money  to  British  money  in  actual  circulation  is,  to  pul.  it 
roughly  and  taking  for  mere  illustration’s  sake  only  one  per  cent.,  probably  very  much 
less.  British  money  which  comes  in  only  as  the  sale-money  of  our  exports  determines 
that  99%  of  our  purchasing  power  and  according  to  the  quantity  theory  of  money,  the- 
amount  needed  for  local  exchange  must  he  at  least  equal,  to  the  purchase,  value  of 
the  food  consumed  in  the  country,  due  regard  being  of  course  had  to  the  effects  of 
rapiditv  of  circulation.  If  this  99%  be  excluded,  there  is  only  1%  which  the  king- 
can  call  Ins  own  and  for  which  alone  he  need  not  look  to  foreign  nations.  In 
other  words  it  may  be  said  that  in  respect  of  only  1%  of  his  population  is  his  ori¬ 
ginal  object  m  introducing  money  into  his  country  i.c.,  the  proper  distribution  of 
neoAosuriOs  and  comforts  among  his  people  being  fulfilled.  That  this  degree  of 
dependence  on  the  pan  of  the  king  and  of  his  people  whose  l uteres- 1  he  has  to 
guard  clircctlv  and  indirectly  is  not-  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  obvious.  And  if  ex¬ 
changes  be  not  still  to  some  extent  as  it  is  nowin  food-produce  i.c.,  as  between  employ¬ 
ers  nt  ivmvinL'.ural  labour  and  employes,  between  some  buvors  and  .mlk-rs  m  sm  l11 

Rome  of  their  servants  and  pensioners  and  between  G-ovmunem.  and  its  tax-payers, 
all  the  food-produce  in  the  country  will  fall  under  the  influence  of  British  money 
which  being  intended  for  purchasing  the  labour  of  all  countries  in  which  it  has 
been  able  to  obtain  currency,  will  work  without  interruption  as  long  as  the  food  or 
other  produce  needed  for  export  or  fit  for  speculative  purchase  is  available:  and 
even  this  1%  will  erelong  vanish  into  nothing.  This  is  really  the  negative  form 
of  expressing  what  N’iccliolson  lays  down:  “Supposing  now  that  some  of  the  exchanges 
of  commodities- are  effected  without  the  intervention  of  money  as  by  direct  barter, 
this -  is  equivalent  in  its  effect  to  an  increase  in  the  quantity  .of  money”.  That  is.  i£ 

necessary  and  with  an  open  conduct  established  between  the'  British  mint  and  this 
country,  /.  with  the  British  money  formally  let  in  to  purchase  our  labour  to  any 
extent  and  at  any  price,  the  increase  ill  the  quantity  of  money  needed  ;ls  above 
will  be  found  by  the  British  mint  ,  which  means  elbowing  out  the  existing  local 
coinage  altogether.  My  objection  to  this  consummation  being  reached,  at  least  not 
expedited,  will  lie  seen  to  be  based  not  -  on  political  sentiment  or  fiscal  gain  but  on 
.tberfact  that  the  closure  of  the  mint  in  a  country  due  to  no  political  pressure  hut 
to  -quietly  operating  causes  of  its  own-seeking  is  an  unerring  economic  index  to  the 
complete'  dependence  of  the  people  of  that  country  for  all  its  -wants,  primary  auiL 
secondary,  on  the  country  whose  coins  have  taken  the  place  of  their  own.  If  then 
the  retention  of  kind-exchange  is  the  chief  factor  in  keeping  a  portion  of  its  popu- 
.lation  independent,  of  the  foreign  people,  it  is  obviously  unsafe  to  abolish  it.  On 
.the  other  hand  it  is  even  necessary  on  principle  to  enlarge  its  scope  as  mud)  as 
posable.  . . .  ... 

Question  7. 

•  •  If  kind  payment  should  still  be  justified,  is  it  to  remain  so  with,  its  inher- 
•-ent.  drawbacks  for"  all  timer  If  not, •  when  and  how  could  it  be  safely  replaced  by 
the-  more .  convenient  money  system? 

-:  ‘'SO.  A  system  in  which  defects  are  inherent  .must  certainly  go  when  the  necessity 
for  tolerating  it  in  spite  of  its  defects  has  passed  away.  The  necessity  for  tolerating 
kind-payment  is  the  necessity  of.  enforcing  the  canon  of  natural  justice  that  the  food- 
produce  grown  in  the  country  should  be  distributed  within  the  country  and  not  leave  it 


England  is  the  foremost  country  in  the  world  and  its  condition  demands  the 
world’s  acceptance  as  presenting  the  higher  ideal.  The  Englishman's  purchasing 
capacity  is  calculated  to  be  £  36  a  year  while  that  of  the  Indian  is  put  down  at  IS  or 
20  Rs.  Taking  the  condition  of  Travancore  to  be  slightly  better,  it  cannot  be  very  much 
more.  If  the  crore  worth  of  our  food-exports  is  to  be  distributed  in  the  country  itself 
among  the  30  lakhs  of  its  people,  the  average  income  per  head  will  not  rise  much  be¬ 
yond  23£  and  as  a  difference  in  the  standard  of  necessities  and  comforts  between  the 
Englishman  and  the  Travancorean  is  not  yet  so  great  as  between  540  and  23  it  is  clear 
that  not  only  is  the  one  crore  of  food  we  are  sending  not  the  surplus,  but  that  we  ought  to 
have  very  much  more  to  begin  the  surplus  stage,  if  with  the  benefit  of  the  education  we 
.  are  now  receiving,  we  should  be  considered  as  having  succeeded  in  bringing  the  condition 
of  our  people  to  the  level  obtaining  in  modern  civilised  countries.  Among  the  articles  of 
food  now  exported,  there  are  some  which,  from  their  nature,  we  may  not  be  able  to  fully 
consume,  even  if  we  had  the  capacity  to  purchase  them  all.  But  such  articles  should, 
under  a  well-ordered  adjustment  of  foreign  trade,  come  back  in  the  form  of  another  kiud  of 
food-produce.  If  we  produce  more  cocoanuts,  more  cardamoms,  more  pepper  and  more  tea  and 
coffee  i.  <?.,  more  nou-staple  food  than  -we  can  actually  want,  the  quantity  exported  which,  as" 
it  is,  is  very  much  more  than  the  surplus,  ought  to  bring  back  the  staple-food  —  1 

and  nothing  else,  of  course  till  the  surplus  stage  is  reached.  Even  taking  for  arta _ 

sake  that  the  food-produce  that  leaves  Travancore  is  the  physiological  surplus  of  that 
kind,  which,  I  beg  to  repeat  it  can  never  be,  let  us  sec  what  amount  of  other  food-produce  ; 
we  import  in  exchange.  -It  is  only  30  lakhs  worth  of  paddy  and  rice  both  taken  together. 
70  lakhs  go  to  purchase  secondary  wants.  If  these  wants  can  be  supplied  by  local 
labour,  as  is  the  normal,  the  non-staple  food  that  leaves  the  country  to  purchase  it  could 
be  used  .to  import  more  paddy  and  thus  70  lakhs  worth  can  be  added  to  the  amount 
of  food-consumption  in  tne  country.  If  once  started  on  such  a  discriminate  career  of 
economic  activity,  we  should  not  stop  here  but  try  and  increase  our  food-production  more 
core  by  extensive  and  intensive  cultivation  for  which  irrigation  and  other  cultiva- 
L  facilities  should  be  unremittingly  provided.  But  this  done,  our  work  is  not 
'We  must  have  distributory  channels  i.  e. 
with  which  the  food-produce  grown  can  be 
"*  *  .  ''  1  between 


it’s' 


year.  And  it  it  did  it  should  fmd  a  place  m  the  list  of  imports  which  it  does  not  (vide 
•published  statistics  of  trade).  But  every  article  exported  must  have  its  quid  prj  own 
The  real  explanation  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  excess  remains  m  foreign  countries  as  Indian 
money  invested  in  then*  banks.  But  besides  the  exports  and  imports  of  commodities 
there  are  other  elements  in  international  indebtedness  on  account  of  which  payments 
have  to  'be  made.  “We  have  to  take  account  of  payments  in  connection  with  the 
freights,  stock  exchange  securities,  the  advance  of  loans  at  the  time  at  which  the  funds 
are  remitted,  the  interest  on  the  loans,  the  repayment  ot  the  principal,  the  expenses  of 
Government  abroad  or  conversely  receipts  of  tribute,  the  expenses  or  roreign  residen  ts. 
dhe  obligations  of  banks,  the  profits  on  commissions  of  y  arious  kinds,  and  other  minor 
elements”.  Nicholson. 


When,  however,  guided  by  the  results  of  a  systematic  census,  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  recommended  to  Government,  our  trade  relations  are  readjusted,  our  productive 
capacity  improved,  our  distributive  and  redistributive  channels  restored  and  rehabilitated 
and  the  real  money,  in  its  normal  connotation,  installed  on  the  throne  of  economic 
Government,  we  may  expect  our  situation  to  approach  that  of  countries  whose  methods 
we  rightly  seek  to  imitate.  But  only  then,  would  it  be  possible  to  set  free  sail  in  inter¬ 
national  waters,  however  much  we  ran j  be  tempted  to  act  contrariwise. 

Taking  all  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  it  seems  to  me  that  before  an 
alteration  of  system  is  thought  of,  earnest  efforts  should  be  put  forth  to  remedy  the 
defects  of  the  present  working  which  I  accept  as  much  as  anybody  else.  To  repeat,  the 
real  issue,  involved  in  the  subject  under  discussion  is  one  of  principle,  not  of  detail,  while 
ihe  complaints  refer  one  and  all  to  detail.  Complaints  therefore  regarding  the  abuse  of, 
or  defective  adjustment  of  details  to,  a  long-standing  institution  of  such  great  economic 
significance  cannot  justify  its  abolition. 
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32.  To  provide  sufficient  exchange  media  tor  these  transactions,  the  necessary 
complement  of  coins  will  have  to  be  minted  locally  by  the  Government  in  responsible 
charge. 

33.  When  that  is  done  and  sufficiency  of  local  money  has  been  secured,  a  fixed  rate  o£ 

;  food-prices  which,  to  make  agriculture  paying,  must  he  very  much  greater  than  what 
they  are  now,  will  have  been  secured.  The  wages  of  agricultural  labour  in  India—  and 
what  applies  to  the  embarrassed  Indian  applies  more  are  less  to  hisTravancorean  brothern- 
is  only  Rs.  20  against  36fi  or  540  Rs.  in  England. 

34.  When  the  price  of  food-produce  has  thus  risen  to  the  level  obtaining  in  other 
agricultural  countries  economically  civilised  and  not  literally  merely — and  when  the 
commutation  rate  is  fixed  at  that  raised  value,  not  only  will  the  Sirkar  revenue  gain 
immensely  hut  the  Government  could  then  afford  to  reduce  the  burden  of  taxation  from 
-rVth  of  the  gross  produce  as  it  is  now  (vide  section  16  of  the  Settlement  Proclamation 
to  ytVi  (Shastamsam  of  Manu). 

35.  Several  lakhs  of  silver  money  are  in  circulation  and  serve  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
change  in  Travaneore.  If  all  these  are  to  be  minted  by  this  Government,  we  shall  gai 
6  annas  per  Rupee  (the  bullion  price  of  a  Rupee  being  only  10  or  11  annas).  On 
crore  of  Rupees  thus  minted  there  will  be  a  mintage  revenue  to  Government  of  35  lakhs — 
a  by  no  means  contemptible  addition  to  the  State’s  resources. 

36.  If  on  the  other  hand  kind  be  abolished  at  once  i.  e.,  before  the  conditions 
above  enunciated  have  been  accomplished,  several  additional  lakhs  of  British  money 
will  get  into  general  circulation  every  year  and  very  soon  drive  out,  as  a  necessary  and 
palpable  consequence,  the  few  local  coins  that  still  remain. 

37.  If  these  few  local  coins  be  thus  shunted  out,  the  mint  will  have  to  be 
formally  closed  and  all  the  economic  functions,  which  according  to  recognised  authorities 
on  the  science  of  Government  indigenous  money  is  intendend  to  serve  in  a  society,  shall 
have  been  lost  to  Travaneore  finally  and  for  good. 

38.  All  the  reputed  evils  of  the  kind  system  relate  to  detail  and  cannot  ;by  them¬ 
selves  justify  the  abrogation  of  its  basic  principles.  At  the  same  time,  it  cannot  he 
stated  that  any  systematic  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  investigate  the  conditions  of 
the  working  and  apply  suitable  remedies,  a  procedure  which  should  ordinarily  speaking, 
be  allowed  to  precede  the  abolition  idea. 

The  above  observations  are  obviously  not  meant  to  take  the  place  of  my  memo 
and  report,  but  only  to  better  recommend  them  for  your  kind  and  indulgent  perusal.  I 
am  fully  aware  that  in  taking  up  a  position  the  reverse  of  the  general,  I  am  presenting 
my  front  against  great  odds  of  number,  capacity  and  experience.  But  I  feel  it  a  duty  as 
one  of  the  responsible  advisers  to  Government,  to  press  once  more  those  aspects  of  the 
question  which,  I  fear,  do  not  generally  receive  the  attention  they  deserve.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  far  from  anticipating  that  the  consummation  I  have  indicated  is,  as  things 
stand  at  present,  going  to  be  reached  in  the  very  immediate  future.  But  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  submitting  as  my  deep  conviction  and  of  course,  in  all  humility,  that  no 
'  Government  can  afford  to  lose  sight  of  it  as  the  vital,  moulding,  guiding,  factor  in  the 
administration  of  a  people’s  interests.  As  loDg  as  there  is  life,  there  is  hope;  and  as 
'  .ope,  there  should  be  endeavor- 


long  as  there  is  hope,  tl 

All  that  I  earnestly  pray  in  conclusion  therefore  is  that  my  views  and  s 
such  as  they  are  may  be  leisurely  considered  and  if  Government  so  please  be  referred  for 
expert  or  other  opinion  and  an  opportunity  graciously  accorded  to  me  to  vindicate  my 
position  as  against  any  difference  of  opinion  that  may  be  expressed.  If,  in  the  end,  my 

•  fears  should  prove  false,  none  would  rejoice  over  the  dis-illusionment  more  than 

•  myself, 
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Section  23  of  the  Re 
notice  of  demand  iosued  und- 
in  kind  wholly  or  in  part, 
the  land”. 


e  Recovery  Regulation  I  of  1068  r 
notions  6  and  7'v.dth  reference  to  i 


Section  6  describes  the  procedure  to  be  token  by  the  TalisiMu 
coercive  measures  against  a  defaulter.  It  provides  for  the  issue  and  so 
notice  and  the  disposal  of  any  objection  raised.  Section  <  lays  dov 
distraint  and  side  of  moveable  property  of  the  defaulter. 


doe  of  a  demand 
i  the  rules  for 


To  the  defaulter  only  then  is  the  written  demand  or  notice  issued,  and  the 
defaulter  only  therefore  enjoys  the  privilege  of  paving  the  money  value  of  the  revenue 
payable  by  him  in  kind  wholly  or  in  part. 


The  honest  and  punctual  tax-payer  is  not  allowed  this  concession  and  if  he  wishe 
to  pay  in  time  the  tax  payable  by  him  in  kind  wholly  or  in  part,  he  must  do  so  only  in 
hind  and  not  pay  the  money-value  thereof. 


The  tax  payable  on  paddy  lands  in  this  Division  is  composed  of  2  portions,  one- 
half  payable  iu  paddy  and  the  other  half  in  the  ayacut  price  or  the  originally  commuted 
money-'value  of  paddy  which  is  otherwise  called  \riiatharom.  This  latter  is  a  favourable 
rate  of  commutation  of  the  value  of  paddy,  having  been  fixed  at  the  time  of  the  ayacut 
at  only  Fs.  14  -  3  c.  per  Agastiswaram  kottah  and  11 J  fanams  per  Eraniel  kottah. 
So  far  as  the  Vilatharom  or  the  original  ayacut  commutation  namey-value  of  one-half 
the  paddy  goes,  the  concession  operates  beneficially  both  for  defaulters  and  non-defaulters 
alike.  But  in  regard  to  the  half-portion  payable  in  kind  the  defaulter  has  the  advantage 
over  the  non-defaulter  in  this,  that. the  former  can  pay  the  current  market  price  of  the 
paddy  (“niruk”  as  it  is  called)  which  the  latter  is  not  at  liberty  to  do.  The  niruk 
rate  is  doubtless  higher  than  the  old  Vilatharom,  as  prices  and  wages  have  all  increased 
considerably  from  the  days  of  the  ayacut  but  permission  to  pay  up  the  market  com¬ 
mutation  vaiue  of  the  half  that  is  now  payable  in  kind  is  certainly  a  great  boon  which, 
however,  only  the  man  who  defaults  enjoys  over  the  man  who  wishes  to  pay 


This  simple  statement  of^  fact  lays  bare  the  anomalous  ethics  underlying  the 
present  taxation  pouey  or  the  Government.  The  fact  that  ii,  obviously  encourages 
default  and  discourages  honesty  goes  without  saying  and  one  would  expect  that  the 
demoralisation  by  this  anomaly  is  per  se  sufficient  to  demand  its  immediate  removal. 
But  this,  however,  is  not  all. 

Before  exposing  the  evils  of  the  present  system  of  taxation  in  kind  and  pointing 
out  the  advantages  of  its  abolition,  it  would  be  well  perhaps  to  examine  the  stock  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  advocates  of  the  present  system. 


One  argument  is  the  fear  of  possible  failure  of  supply  of  paddy 
penditure  in  Palaces,  Devaswoms  and  Oottus  and  other  charitable  insi 
there  is  every  facility  now  for  obtaining  paddy  or  rice  without  loss  in  th_  . 
and  by  contract  just  as  other  provisions  are  now  so  supplied.  It  is  feared 


)  that  the 


price  of  paddy  may  go  .up.  Asunder  the  proposed  change  of  system  the  n.._ 
thousands  of  kottahs  of  paddy  now  locked  up  to  rot  and  decay  in  Sirkar  Kalaniiums 
will  he  in  the  hands  of  the  ryots  themselves,  and  the  ryots  must  sell  their  paddy  to  pay 
up  their  monthly  lasts  in  money  and  for  other  purposes,  all  surplus  stocks  will  be  thrown 
on  the  market  and  the  influence  of  the  healthy  competition  of  the  trade  will  operate 
towards  a  general  lowering  of  prices  all  round  and  no  increase  will  result  eventually. 
The  substitution  of  commuted  money  payment  in  lieu  of  coooanuts  has  been  beneficial 
already.  Salt,  a  necessary  of  life,  is  now  purchased  and  supplied  to  these  institutions, 
though  Government  have  their  own  ullams,  and  seeing  that  the  results,  wherever  the 


Tiie  Tahsildars  say  in  one  chorus,  purchase  by  contract  would  give  us  better  rice 
and  cheaper  too.  I  consulted  two  typical  and  representative  men  amongst  the  Tabsildara, 
the  best  man  o£  the  old  school,  Mr.  ‘Soobramonya  Pillai,  a  most  experienced  and  honest 
officer  and  the  best  man  of  the  new  school,  Mr.  Krishna  Iyengar  b.  a.  and  b.  l.,  an 
energetic  and  honest  officer  who  has  studied  and  applied  himself  attentively  to  revenue 
work.  Both  of  them  are  confident  about  the  success  of  purchase  by  contract.  Both 
condemn  the  taxation  in  kind  and  commend  for  good  reasons  its  commutation  into  a 


In  the  first  place,  the  Sirkar  has  not  provided  every  Proverty  with  Sirkar  gra¬ 
naries.  In  some  there  are  none  at  all.  Even  where  granaries  are  provided,  there  are 
often  either  inadequate  or  ill-suited  and  private  individuals’  houses  are  used  as  stores 
for  rent  or  gratis,  not  merely  supplementary  but  also  superseding  Sirkar  granaries.  This 
jirrangement  is  a  safe  screen  for  defalcations  and  frauds  which  the  very  multiplicity 
and  position  of  the  stores  make  it  difficult  to  examine  and  detect.  Very  often  an  obli¬ 
ging  ryot’s  paddy  is  palmed  off  as  Sirkar  paddy  too  to  meet  an  emergency  and  the 
convenient  allocation  of  the  different  stores  facilitates  suitable  manipulation  of  accounts 


and  too  closely  packed  measurement  are  insisted  on.  me  oirxar  suiters  in  tne  tormer 
case  and  the  ryot  in  the  latter.  Anyhow  the  vexation,  loss  and  worry  experienced 
by  the  ryots  do  not  generally  encourage  him  to  give  in  kind,  in  more  than  two  in 
a  lump,  all  the  ten  instalments  nominally  open  to  him. 


The  ryot  suffers  by  the  over-measurement  of  Proverty  officials.  The  measure® 
used  are  not  uniform  yet  and  nothing  has  been  done  so  far  to  enforce  uniformity  in  capacity 
and  weight  of  standard  measures  and  weights.  The  measuring  appliances  are  further  so 
used  as  to  ensure  an  excess  to  the  Provertikar  amounting  in  Eraniel  to  12  Eraniel  marakals 
to  every  10  Eraniel  kottahs,  including  also  the  propitiatory  offering  which  Mr.  Subra 
monia  Pillay  naively  puts  in  Malayalam  as  improper  and  not  definitely  explicable  expenses 


There  is  no  natural  wastage  allowed  for  paddy  stored.  This  also  induces  the 
ty  officials  to  take  over-measurements  to  cover  possible  deficiencies.  The  ignor- 
the  physical  fact  of  deliquescence  in  regard  to  salt  has  formed  the  subject  of 
meditations  to  Government  while  in  charge  of  salt  as  the  cause  of  the  demora- 
i  of  salt  officers  who  are  tempted  to  make  unscrupulous  overstorages  of^salt  lightly 
passed  over  by  Government.  Vide  correspondence  ending  with  my  letter  No.  27  dated 
Li.  a  ..mi  >„„*  f.™  Kni+  While  in  charge  of  land  revenue,  I  have  to  complain 

nscrupulous  overstorages  of  paddy.  The  paddy 
a  against  the  unscrupulous  demands  of  Nelpura 


9th  April  last" from  the  Salt  offi< 
measurers  who  drive  a  roaring  tr 


r  relief  ?  In  fact, 


Is  there  not  enough  ground  in  all  these  for  the  ryot  to  _ 
that  he  is  more  and  more  seeking  the  relief  which  the  defaulter  obtains,  though  he  lias  to 
pay  a  notice  fee  of  4  chuckrams,  shows  the  drift  of  the  present  policy.  We  had  better  take 
time  by  the  forelock  and  provide  the  remedy  ourselves  hereafter  at  least. 

Another  point  that  has  come  to  ray  notice  is  that  the  real  secret,  of 
the  many  granary  defalcations  of  which  week  after  week  I  hear  is  not  the 
occurrence  so  much  of  natural  wastage  or  genuine  defalcations  either  but  the 
existence  on  a  pretty  wide  scale  of  the  money  payments  already,  in  a  clandestine 
form  in  lieu  of  grain.  The  receipts  and  accounts  show  grain  but  the  transactions  are 
all  in  money  which  the  payer  and  the  payee  find  suits  their  .convenience  better. 
Of  course  sacrifices  are  made  on  both  sides  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Sircar  and  for 
mutual  benefit  and  the  Sircar  is  being  systematically  swindled  out  in  addition,  of  so-called 
contingent  charges,  such  as  for  loads  and  carts  which  have  never  been  incurred], 
Devaswom.  officers  and  grain-paid  servants  carry  on  such  dealings  with  Proverty  officials 
and  the  same  course  is  adopted  by  the  ryots  too  in  such  a  way  as  it  may  not  be  easy 
to  detect.  Why  not  legalize  money  payments  and  save  the  Sircar  also  from  loss  instead 
of  driving  people  to  subterfuges  and  subjecting  the  Sircar  no  less  than  the  ryot  to 


security  demands  therefore  replacement  of  grain  by  cash  which  is  promptly  and  frequently 
.  remitted  while  the  examination  of  stock  and  transfer  of  charge  will  also  under  the 
altered  system  be  a  very  easy  process. 

That  the  Sircar  will  save  the  cost  of  provision,  repair  and  rent  for  granaries, 
that  there  will  be  far  less  scope  for  defalcation,  fraud  and  abuse,  that  the  accounts  and 
scriptory  work  will  be  simplified  and  reduced  and  that  the  Proverty  establishments 
will  admit  of  reduction  are  all  other  incidental  advantages  of  the  change  of  which  the 
chief  merit  however  lies  in  facility  arid  convenience  to  the  public  for  payment  and  to  the 
Sirkar  for  collection.  I  do  not  expect  arrears  after  the  change. 

The  following  2  Statements  give  an  idea  of  the  losses  suffered  by  the  Sircar  in 
the  Agaistswaram  Taluk  alone,  (A)  deficit  of  paddy  in  granary  and  (IS)  loss  in:sale  by 
auction  for  some  years. 


No.  A. — List  shou 


Paddy  amoi 


106.1 
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however  in  the  first  place  point  out  that  the  Kottah,  Maratkal  and  Padi  of  the  two 
taluks  differ  materially,  the  former  being  larger  than  the  latter.  Thus  the  Agastiswaram 
kottah  =  21  Agastiswaram  marakals,  Marakal  =  8  Agastiswaram  padis  and  one  kottah 
is  9  parahs  3f  edangalies,  while  the  Eraniel  kottah  =  15  Eraniel  marakals,  Marakal  =  10 
Eramel  padis  ancl  one  kottah  =  7  paras  and  2  edangalies.  The  Eraniel  kottah  being 
of  less  capacity  is  sold  for  lower  price  and  the  Vilatharom  too  for  it  is  only  ll£  fiiuanis 
against  14  fanams  3  cash  for  the  Kottar  kottah.  The  average  price  for  the  last  19  years  that 
is.  after  the  3  famine  years'of  1052, 1053  and  1054,  of  the  Agastiswaram  kottah  comes  to 
25  fanams  4  cash.  Taking  with  deductions  the  price  at  21  fanams  4  cash  or  4  fanains 
4  cash  less,  the  Agastiswaram  Tahsildar  would  have  it  as  the  commutation  rate  for  the 
grain  and  levy  the  Vilatharom  in  addition.  Thus  on  one  kottah  of  paddy  land  paying 
9  kottahs,  one-half  realised  in  kind  that  is  4£  kottahs,  would  give,  according  to  this 
commutation  rate  i.  e.  21  fanams  per  kottah,  94J  fanains.  Adding  the  Vilatharom  on  the 
remaining  4 \  kottahs  Re.  9,  the  total  assessment  per  kottah  would  come  to  1 57£  fanams 
or  22  Rs.  and  14  chuckrams.  This,  however  would  be  slightly  higher,  assuming  a 
kottah  to  be  an  acre,  than  Rs.  20,  the  assessment  on  one  acre  of  good  land  on  the 
British  side. 

The  Eraniel  Tahsildar  would  have  half  the  nimk  rate  and  half  the  Vilatharom 
fixed  on  the  land  and  arrives'at  the  former  with  reference  to  25  years  including  the 
famine  years  and  minus  deductions  for  Parakuravu  at...  22  fanams  9  cash. 


Total  ...  33  fs.  1  ch.  6  c.  ^ 

Half  of  this  is  16  .fanams-2  chs.-12  cash  and  deducting  the  2  chuckrams-12  cash 
he  would  fix  the  amount  at  16  fanams  per  Eraniel  kottah. 

As  the  vilatharaom  portion  is  already  money  payment,  I  would  not  disturb  that, 
item.  I  would  however  only  fix  the  commutation  of  the  grain  portion  at  such  a  rate 
as  will  not  exceed  along  with  the  vilatharom,  20  Rs.  per  acre  for  the  best  land 
and  will  vary  lower  with  the  productivity  and  classification  of  each  soil.  On  this  point 
the  assistance  of  the  Settlement  Department  is  needed, 

I  beg  therefore  that  to  enable  me  to  do  this,  information  according  to  the  accom¬ 
panying  foim  C  may  be  orderd  to  be  given  me  by  the  Settlement  Department  as  I 
cannot  get  it  from  the  taluks. 

I  beg  only  to  add  that  the  matter  does  not  brook  further  delay,  in  the  interests 
of  both  the  Sirkar  and  the  ryot. 


December  1899. 


Trivandrum, 

1 5 ill  October  J905. 


To 


THE  DEWAN  OF  TRAVANCORE. 


Sis, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  observations  regarding  the  commu¬ 
tation  rate  of  11  Chs.  per  parah  I  proposed  in  my  letter  to  Government  No.  A.  1047 
dated  17th  May  1905. 

2.  The  above  figure  was  arrived  at  merely  by  a  reference  to  the  Niruk  rates 
published  for  the  ten  years  from  1070  to  1079  M.  E.  But  1  entertained  doubts  whether 
the  tax-payer  will  realise  the  »ame  price  at  all  times.  I,  therefore,  added  the  last  para 
in  the  above  letter  suggesting  that  if  my  proposal  is  sanctioned  it  may  be  tried  tentatively 
for  five  years. 

3.  The  Niruk  rates  are  the  ruling  prices  in  commercial  centres  and  not  what 
prevail  in  the  country  parts.  As  a  matter  oE  fact  it  is  seldom  that  the  tax-payer  himself 
takes  his  paddy  to  the  market  for  sale.  The  merchant  generally  goes  to  the  tax-payer’s 
house  or  granary,  purchases  paddy  at  a  low  rate,  transports  the  same  at  his  cost  to  the 
commercial  centre  and  sells  at  an  enhanced  rate  which  forms  the  basis  for  the  Niruk 


”.4.  The  Niruk  rate  includes,  besides  the  cost  price  paid  to  the  tax-payer,  the 
transport  charges  and  the  merchant’s  profit  in  the  transaction.  Thus  it  is  evident  that 
the  fixing  of  a  commutation  rate  calculated  solely  on  the  average  of  the  Niruk  rates  is 
not  a  safe  course  so  far  as  the  tax-payers  are  concerned. 

5.  The  rate  of  11  Chs.  per  parah  may  however  hold  good  when  famine  rates 
prevail  in  the  country.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  during  favourable  seasons  it  will  work 
a  hardship  on  the  tax-payer. 

6.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  a  commutation  rate  of  10  Chs.  per  parah  as  it 
will  hold  good  for  all  seasons. 


I  have  Ac. 


P.  S.  MUTHUKARUPPU  PILLAI, 
Officer  in  charge  of  the  Central  Account  and 
Audit  Office. 


iri 
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e.  g.,  nos.  4108  A,  4108B,  4108C/1,  4108C/2,  4108C/3  of  the  above  Attur 
■village:  Here  sub-divisions  fire  lettered  and  further  sub-divisions  of  one  of  them,  C, 
are  numbered. 

Whereas,  in  survey  nos.  89/1-  2  and  3  sub-divisions  B  to  R,  given  for 

sub-divisions  of  number  89/1  Melila  village,  Kottarakara  village,  the  first  sub-divisions 
are  denoted  by  numbers  and  the  further  sub-divisions  by  letters. 

(c)  As  regards  numbering  the  sub-divisions,  it  appears  sufficient  to  have- 
2  orders  of  numbers  viz.,  a  survey  number  and  its  sub-division  number.  IE  a 
sub-division  field  is  further  sub-divided,  the  latter  sub-divisions  may  also  lie.  deno¬ 
minated  like  the  already  existing  sub-divisions  and  brought  to  the  same  rank,  ae 
otherwise,  a  third,  a  fourth  and  a  fifth  order  of  sub-divisions  will  be  created  ae  a 
sub-division  is  further  and  further  sub-divided  e.  g.,  in  (b)  above,  no.  89/1  of 
Melik  village  is  sub-divided  and  the  sub-divisions  denoted  by  letters  as  parts  of 
89/1.  B  and  C  &c.,  might  have  been  called  89/4  S9/5  &c.,  (there  being  already  3 
ub-divisions  89/lto  3  one  of  the  sub-divisions,  say,  A  of  89/1  being  now  called  89/1. 

2.  So  much  for  example.  The  errors  mentioned  in  I  above,  are  clue  to  the 
failure  to  correctly  find  out  on  the  ground  the  fields  shown  on  the  milage  map, 
and  have  to  he  corrected  now. 

As  regards  sub-numbering,  I  shall  state  the  principles  that  I  wish  to  be  observed 

(a)  There  should  be  as  far  as  possible  only  two  orders  of  nos.  viz. ,  a  survey 
number  and  its  sub-divisions  as  stated  already.  This  can  be  effected  thus  : — 

Supposing  there  are  25  sub-divisions  of  a  survey  no.  185  and  that  sub-number  7 
is  further  sub-dividecl  into  3  parts,  one  of  these  three  parts  may  be  kept  as  185/7  (of 
course  with  'changed  and  smaller  area),  and  the  other  two  may  be  called  1 85/26  and 
185/27,  continuing  bevond  the  last  existing  sub  no.  185/25  instead  of  denoting  them 
by  185/7/A,  185/7/B,  185/7/C. 

(b)  Lettering  sub-divisions  may  then  be  avoided  as  far  as  possible,  as  numerals 
would,  without  any  inconvenience,  serve  the  purpose.  Better,  especially  where  the  sub¬ 
divisions  are  many  running  through  nearly  the  whole  Alphabet  as  up  to  R  in  XI  (b) 


3.  I  think  it  is  advisable  for  the  sake  of  clearness  and  uniformity  to  correct  the 
sub-numbering  on  the  above  lines  in  the  area  lists  and  maps  of  puduvals  of  Eraniel 
and  other  taluks  to  be  supplied  to  you  soon,  and  I  believe  such  alterations  of  sub  nos, 
given  in  settlement  lists  would  not  materially  inconvenience  or  delay  your  department 
in  closing  the  settlement  registers  and  pat-tabs.  However,  I  request  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  inform  me  of  your  opinion  thereon,  and  shall  be  obliged  by  an  early  reply 
as  I  wait  for  the  same  to  order  the  corrections  and  close  the  survey  records  to  be  supplied 
to  you. 

I  have  &c.,  •  .  y '  - 

Sd.  G.  N.  KRISHNA  ROW, 
Superintendent,  Travancore  Survey. 
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77.  Thekkumala. 

80.  Vengoor. 

81.  Valia  inala. 

83.  Theruvamhagom. 

84.  Cheruvellur. 

103.  Thnnnikode. 

104.  A.  Koduvnann. 


FUEL  RESERVE?- 


Manianthadain. 
Vettiyarainala. 
Ealakattukonatlm  kumiu. 
Alnmpoyakadu. 
Tlionnaykal. 

Alur. 

[Iliatlmra. 

Nuliyotliumala.  . 
Elakonamkadu. 
Anaparakunnu. 
Thekkumala. 


RESERVES  PROPOSED. 


Vedngiri. 

Pattipad. 
Pfiiiachinkad. 
Yalea  karoo. 


(Sd).  V.  K.  GOYIXDA  MEtfON, 
Reserve  Settlement  Officer. 
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No.  68/C. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 


Camp — Quilon, 

28th  February  1906. 


The  Chief  Secretary  to  G-t 


I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  block  statements  of  the  Mavelikara  taluk 
have  arrived  and  have  been  examined  by  me  ;  they  are  in  a  con- 
MAxatIuk41U  dition  to  be  passed.  The  abstract  report  which  has  been  prescribed  by 
Consolidated  Eeport.  para  3  of  Government  letter  No.  S/88  dated  9th  March  1905,  about 
the  rates  of  assessment  which  have  to  be  sanctioned  for  the  taluk  is  here-with  submitted 
and  I  solicit  early  orders. 

2.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  explain  that  the  present  settlement  extends  to  both 
wet  and  garden  lands,  while  previous  ones  related  only  to  one  or  other  of  them  ;  nor  is 
it  necessary  to  mention  that  the  present  is  both  a  Revenue  and  Inatn  Settlement.  The 
last  Kandeluthu  of  rice  lands  was  in  977  si.  e.,  while  that  for  gardens  was  in  the  year 
1012.  Thus  103  years  have  elapsed  since  the  former  and  68  since  the  latter  took  place, 
and  during  these  long  intervals  of  time,  various  reforms  have  been  carried  out  in  the 
revenue  administration  of  the  country,  in  the  benefits  of  which  the  ryots  of  Muveli- 
kara  have  had  their  large  share. 


3.  Work  in  connection  with  the  present  settlement  was  started  in  this  taluk 
in  Makarom  1060,  hut  as  no  survey  had  preceded  it,  the  demarcation  of  fields  and  the 
preparation  of  eye-sketches  devolved  upon  the  Settlement  Department,  and  these  two 
items  of  work,  as  also  the  classification  of  fields  and  registration  of  titles,  was  carried 
out  by  the  settlement  subordinates  for  a  period  of  three  years  and  a  half,  at  the  end  of 
■which  Government  ordered  all  work  to  he  suspended  until  a  regular  survey  was  carried 
out.  From  the  beginning  of  1064  to  Edavom  1069,  the  Settlement  Department  virtual¬ 
ly  withdrew  from  the  taluk  and  resumed  work  only  on  the  latter  date  when  survey  was 
completed.  Attempts  were  made  to  utilize  during  this  second  period  much  of  the  work 
done  in  the  first,  but  they  led  to  confusion,  and  therefore  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
registration  decisions,  all  other  work  had  to  be  re-done,  and  a  good  deal  of  time,  labor 
and  money  spent  during  three  years  and  a  half  were  virtually  lost.  Taking  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1070  as  the  actual  commencement  of  settlement  proper  in  this  taluk,  it  is  now 
11  years  and  a  half  during  which  the  department  has  been  there.  This  period  might  be 
wub-divided  into  two  stages,  the  first  from  1070  to  1079  (both  years  inclusive)  during 
which  work  was  conducted  under  the  old  methods  and  the  second,  the  year  1080  and  the 
1)  months  of  1081.  It  is  not  necessary  to  explain  in  this  report  how  matters  were  found 
at  the  end  of  1079.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  all  the  numerous  defects  which  were  discover¬ 
ed  under  every  item  of  work  have  been  corrected.  The  fixing  of  assessment  rates,  which 
is  the  chief  subject  of  this  report  seems  to  have  been  undertaken  in  Thulam  1079,  but 
it  had  not  made  such  progress  even  though  6  officers  had  been  told  off  for  it,  and  at  the  - 
beginning  of  1080  there  were  9  out  of  15  vill¬ 
ages  in  which  this  work  had  not  even  been 
started  and  in  the  other  6  villages  it  was  so 
imperfectly  done  that  the  correction  and  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  statements  really  belonged  to  the 
year  1080.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that 
matters  are  now  ripe  for  the  scheme  of  settlement  being  submitted  to  Government  and 


4.  A  glance  at  tlic  map  of  this  taluk  will  show  that  it  is  neither  hilly  like 
Chenganoor.  Thodupuzha  or  Ctauganachery,  nor  one  lovd  plaiu  like  A;?is  theca  waraui 
or  the  seaboard  taluks  of.  Ambalapuzha,  K nshigapally  or  luiruiuiguptilh'.  Slight  undula¬ 
tions  of  the  ground  above  the  ordinary  level  intervene  between  large  tracts  of  low  level 
country,  the  former  being  generally  made  use  of  for  dry  and  garden  cultivation  while 
the  latter  are  sown  with  paddy.  '  The  soil  of  low-lying  tracts  is  black  loam.  The 
elevated  parts  of  the  taluk  are  composed  of  laterite. 


o.  A  section  of  the  main  central  road  from  Trivandrum  to  Shoranoor,  a  road 
from  Pandalam  via  Mavelikara  and  Haripaud  to  Thrikuiinapuzha,  a  section  of  the  road 
from  Kayamkulam  to  Punalore,  are  the  only  highroads;  which  run  through  this  taluk 
but  much  attention  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  bestowed  to  the  internal  communications 
between  the  different  villages  as  has  been  done  in  the  southern  parts  of  tlie  country, 
and  even  the  old  high-ways,  known  as  Nadakavus,  with  their  broad  pathways,  shady 
avenues  aud  massive  granite  bridges  over  the  main  streams,  have  been  so  completely 
neglected  that  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year  they  are  not  of  great  use.  The  Rani 
and  Koni  rivers  no  doubt,  form  two  important  navigation  highways,  but  even  they  are 
useless  both  during  high-flood  and  during  the  dry  season.  The  agriculturist  has  thus 
very  few  facilities  for  conveying  either  manure  to  his  fields  or  the  produce  he  takes 
therefrom  to  the  nearest  markets ;  and  as  for  markets  there  are  none  of  any  importance 
in  the  taluk  itself  except  the  one  at  Kadakaud  near  Pandalam,  Kayamkulam  on 
the  west  in  the  Kartigapally  taluk  and  Parakote  on  the  south-east  in  Kunnathur  are 
the  two  nearest  markets  to  which  the  produce  of  this  place  has  to  be  taken  for 
disposal. 


6.  The  territory  of  Pandalam  did  not  belong  to  the  State  at  the  last  wet  land 
settlement,  but  it  was  acquired,  in  the  year  994  M.  E.,  and  was  divided  into 
two  proverthies,  Pandalam  South  and  Pandalam  North,  the  Koni  river  intervening 
and  dividing  them  into  two.  The  former  of  these  is  now  part  of  Mavelikara  and 
the  latter  of  Chenganoor,  for  purposes  of  revenue  administration.  The  taluk  at  present 
consists  of  8  proverthies*  and  one  nelpurah  as  the  net  result  of 
various  transfers  of  villages  which  have  taken  place  since  the 
o.  last  Revenue  Settlement  and  since  even  the  present  Settlement 
3-  Proclamation  was  issued  iii  1061;  for  Revenuo  Survey  and. 
Settlement,  7  proverthies  have  been  sub-divided  into  two 
’ies  each,  aud  the  8th,  Kannamangalam,  forms  one  pagudi. 
^“itself,  and  in  all  -we  have  15  pagudies  or  villages-  The  lands 
belonging  to  the  nelpurah  do  not  lie  distinct  by  themselves;  their  area, 
is  incorporated  in  those  of  the  proverthies. 


•J 


7.  The  total  area  of  the  taluk  is  11T43  Sq.  miles  or  71,132  acres  12  cents, 
and  it  is  a  gratifying  feature  that  almost  the  whole  of  it  is  under  cultivation.  Out  of 
the  total  area  above  given,  3975"  5  acres,  or  only  5'  4  per  cent,  are  taken  up  by  roads 
rivers,  estuaries,  channels  or  other  porambokes,  while  64,078  acres,  or  90.  8  per  cent  are 
■under  cultivation,  3,1.89.  8  acres  or  3.  9  per  cent  are  lying  waste,  and  most  of  it  is 
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rock  and  otherwise  unfit  for  cultivation.  Distributing  the  cultivated  area  (viz,  64,078- 
acres)  under  the  heads  of  wet  and  garden  lands,  the  figure  stands  as  follows: — 


Item. 


Extent. 


21,860  : 
42,217  | 


The  information  received  from  the  Party  Officer  does  anot  give  separately  the 
number  of  survey  fields  iu  which  no  assessable  trees  re  found  and  those  in 
which  there  are  such.  Hence  the  areas  of  the  purely  payattupattom  or  dry  lands 
and  of  gardens  cannot  now  be  given  separately.  In  a  future  report,  this  information 
will  be  furnished.  The  aggregate  of  both  kinds  of  lands  {Garden  and  dry)  is  therefore 
given  above  as  the  area  of  gardens. 

8.  like  lands.  The  area  of  the  lands  under  paddy  cultivation  at  the  time  of 
thetlast  ayacut  is  given  only  in  parahs  in  the  old  revenue  accounts  and  not  in  acres,  hut ' 
from  a  table  printed  on  page  IV,  Appendix  II,  attached  to  the  late  Dewan  Ramiengar’s 
Memorandum,  a  parah  of  rice  land  in  Mavelikara  and  some  other  taluks  of  Quilon 
Division  could  be  worked  out  to  be  equal  to  13 ’2  cents,  a  standard  not  far  different 
from  that  of  14  cents  a  parah  now  adopted.  Calculated  according  to  the  old  standard, 
the  total  area  of  wet  lands  in  977  M.  E.,  {1,67,992  parahs)  comes  to  22,174  94 
acres  which  is  almost  the  same  as  the  present  acreage.  The  okl  revenue  accounts 
are  silent  about  the  total  assessment  fixed  in  that  year  upon  the  lands  of  all  tenures 
under  paddy  cultivation,  but  an  approximate,  though  rough,  calculation  can  be  made 
from  the  data  available  for  Pandarapattom  rice  fields.  The  average  rate  of  Paudarapattom 
assessment  seems  to  have  been  1  parah,  8  edangalies  per  parah  of  land  for  this  taluk, 
and  applying  that  rate  to  the  total  area,  we  get  3,02,385  parahs,  6  edangalies  as  the 
ayacut  assessment,  the  assessment  at  the  present  settlement  being  3,24,181  parahs,  3 
edangalies.  Commuted  into  money  at  the  rate  at  which  Government  account?  are 
now  settled,  the  value  of  the  present  assessment  comes  to  Rs.  69,467-11-13,  and. 
distributing  this  over  21,860'92  acres,  the  average  assessment  per  acre  as  per  present 
rates  will  be  Rs.  3  -  chs.  -  5.  Valued  at  the  new  average  commutation  price  at  which  the 
ryot  will  pav  his  tax  when  the  whole  of  it  will  become  payable  m  money  at  the 
beginning  of  1082,  the  assessment  per  acre  will  be  Rs.  3  -  chs.  -  23;  of  course,  calculated 
at  the  market  price  of  paddy,  the  rate  of  assessment  will  be  much  higher. 

9,  Comparing  the  net  tax  ns  per  old  .ayacut  with  that  which  the  proposed  rates, 
.are  likely  to  bring  in,  the  result  stands  asunder: — 

As  per  old  ayacut  2,01,631  paruhs-7  edangalies 

As  per  proposed  rates  2,30,921  do.  -3  do. 

The  increase  over  the  ayacut  is  29,289  do.  -6  do. 


and  reduced  to  money  at  6  chs.  per  parah,  this  increase,  is  represented  by  Rs.  6,277  ar 
it  will  be  7,584  Rs.  when  the  new  rule  of  levying  11  chs.  for  1/4  of  the  tax  comes  into 
force.  In  fixing  the  assessment  on  wet  lands  during  the  present  settlement,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  laid  down  in  para  16  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  have  not  been  closely  followe  ' 


1488 


employed  lias  brought  the  lands  under  13  tharams,  or  in  other  words,  has  resolved  the 
old  taxes  tinder  13  groups  according  to  the  schedule  kept  in  the  department.  Whether 
if  we  had  strictly  followed  the  principles  of  the  Proclamation  there  would  have  been  an 
increase  or  fall  in  revenue,  it  is  not  possible  to  say.  The  increase,  such  as  it  has  occurred, 
cannot  in  any  great  measure  be  said  to  be  due  to  the  rates  now  fixed.  The  abolition 
of  the  viruthi  system  and  the  consequent  fixing  of  full  pattern  on  lands  of  that  tenure  ■ 
have  brought  in  23,345  parahs  of  paddy,  or  little  more  than  6/7  of  the  total  increase 
is  due  to  that  cause.  The  abolition  of  that  system  is  not  however  a  result  of  the  new 
settlement  which  is  being  carried  oat  in  the  State;  it  is  an  independent  reform,  and  auy 
additional  revenue  it  brings  in  has  to  be  set  off  against  the  additional  expenditure  it  will 
entail.  Deducting  this  amount  therefore  from  the  total  increase,  there  are  only  3,944 
parahs  and  6  edangalies  of  paddy  due  to  revenue  settlement  operations,  of  which  1,437 
parahs  and  4  edangalies  go  for  new  cultivated  area  brought  under  assessment,  vdiile  the 
remainder,  2,507  parahs  and  2  edangalies  of  paddy,  or  a  little  over  Rs.  500,  may  alone 
be  claimed  as  the  effect  of  the  revision  of  assessment. 


10.  The  smallness  of  the  increase  in  revenue  which  the  wet  lands  have  brought 
in  calls  for  a  few  remarks.  It  must  be  due  to  a  number  of  causes,  and  I  shall  mention 
one  or  two  of  them.  I  am  afraid  the  methods  adopted  in  fixing  the  assessment  on  wet 
lands  might  be  one;  and  another  is  that  the  taluk  of  Mavelikara  has  not  received 
during  the  past  100  years  much  attention  in  the  matter  of  improving  the  conditions 
which  are  necessary  for  agricultural  development.  That  it  is  upon  falling  rains  that 
rice  fields  depend  entirely  for  their  water-supply  and  that  these  mins  have  become 
very  irregular  and  unseasonable,  are  facts  which  eyery-body  knows.  Both  scantiness 
and  superfluity  of  water-suppiv  affect  the  growth  of  rice  plants.  What  is  wanted  is  large 
reservoirs  on  the  one  hand  for  the  storage  of  water  at  the  heads  of  valleys  and  other  con¬ 
venient  places,  and  on  the  other  the  means  for  the  free  drainage  of  flood  waters 
from  low  fields.  Even  old  reservoirs  and  channels  have  been  silted  up  without  any 
attempt  being  made  to  restore  them  and  as  for  new  ones,  none  have  been  constructed. 
The  subject  is  an  important  one,  and  might  require  close  investigation.  The  nature  of 
the  country  m  Mavelikara  taluk,  however,  will  justify  a  close  investigation  of  its  re¬ 
sources  and  repay  any  large  outlay  which  might  be  incurred  upon  irrigation  and  drainage 
works.  The  condition  of  the  agriculturists  cannot  be  said  to  be  one  of  prosperity.  There 
are  here  and  there  a  few  paddy  fields  which '  yield  for  two  crops  put  together  20  fold 
of  the  seed  sown,  but  the  average  yield  can  only  be  taken  at  about  ten.  The  expenses 
of  cultivation  are  high,  being  about  3  J  parahs  of  paddy  per  parah  of  land  inclusive  of  the 
seed  sown— a  rate  which  is  much  higher  than  that  given  in  para  16  of  the  Royal 
Proclamation.  The  owners  of  lands  try  to  carry  on  cultivation  directly  under  their  own 
eyes  instead  of  giving  them  out  on  lease,  and  wherever  there  are  leases,  they  are  what  are 
known  os  pathivarom,  i.  e.  ,  sharing  the  produce  equally  between  the  lessor  and 


11.  On  12,372-5  acres  of  the  rice  Lands  of  this  taluk,  only  one  paddy  crop  is  raised 
while  on  the  remaining  9,488-57  acres  two  crops  are  grown. 


12.  The  paddy  cultivation  in  this-  taluk  is  known  as  punjah,  mundakan  and 
virippu.  It  is  the  first  kind  that  yields  the  richest  harvest,  and  there  is  one  second  crop 
grown  upon  tile  lands.  The  cultivation  begins  in  Vrichigom  ( December )  and  the  harvest 
is  gathered  in  Medom  { April  d  May)  .  The  second  kind  of  cultivation  mundakan 
commences  in  Karkadagom  and.  the  harvest  is  taken  in  Makaram.  The  operations  for 
the  last  kind  are  commenced  in  Meenam  and  the  crops  are  gathered  in  Kanni.  The 
1  yield  in  the  second  and  the  third  kinds  of  cultivation  is  more  or  less  equal.  The  punjah 
lands  are  to  be  found  mostly  in  Chennithala  and  other  pagudies  bordering  on  Rani  and 
Koni  rivers.  Some  lands  which  at  one  time  were  cultivated  for  a  punjah  crop  have 
now  become  unfit  for  it,  and  only  a  virippu  or  mundakan  is  grown  on  them.  After 
taking  one  paddy  crop  on  most  lands,  the  ryow  sow-  gingelly  seed,  horseeram,  green. 


gram,  sweet  potatoes  &c,,  but  the  crops  they  get  are  only  o£  a  peculiar  kind.  The  gross 
yield  per  parih  of  land  is  from  J  to  2  parahs  in  the  ease  of  giugelly  and  from  2  to  5  pa- 
rahs  in  the  case  of  horse  and  green  gram. 

_  13.  389-17  acres  of  land  which  were  under  paddy  cultivation  at  the  last  ayacut 

have  since  been  converted  into  cocoanut  garden.  The  old  ayacut  revenue  derived  from 
them  was  Rs.  563-11  chs.  3  cash,  while  that  now  payable  is  Rs.  1385-4  chs.  10  cash. 

14.  206-89  acres  which  -were  treated  as  gardens  in  1012  M.  E.  have  since  Ire- 
come  paddy  lands.  The  old  tax  on  them  was  Rs.  82  chs.  20  cash  11  and  the  present  tax 
is  Rs.  343  chs.  21  cash  3. 

15.  As  already  observed  in  an  early  part  of  this  report  there  is  in  this  taluk 
an  institution  known  as  the  Cherukole  Nelpurah  owning  lands  in  some  of  the  provenhies 
of  the  Mavelikara,  Chenganoor,  and  Tiruvalln  taluks.  Some  of  the  lands  owned  by 
this  institution  pay  tax  not  only  to  it  but  also  to  the  proverthy.  As  in  the  case 
of  Kandukrishy  lands,  so  in  the  case  of  these  also,  the  whole  of  the  tax  is  payable  in 
paddy.  The  paddy  thus  collected  is  made  use  of  for  paying  the  pensions  or  allowances- 
fixed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Mavelikara  and  other  Rajahs  who  are  related  to  the  Royal 
family  and  to  a  few  Koil  Thampurans.  No  part  of  the  paddy  is  pounded  into  rice  to 
be  utilized  for  the  Agrasak  as  is  done  with  the  paddy  collected  in  the  Aranazhika  Nel- 

16.  Garden  and  dry  lands.  As  already  observed  in  para  7,  there  are  42,217-5 
acres  of  garden  and  dry  lauds  in  this  taluk.  The  accurate  area  of  the  gardens  under  the 
old  ayacut  is  not  ascertainable,  but  the  assessment  on  them  was  Rs.  33,975  chs.  18 
cash  6.  The  assessment  on  the  present  area  named  above  according  to  the  rates  now 
adopted  amounts  to  Rs.  79,511  chs.  11  cash  4.  There  is  thus  an  increase  of  Rs.  45,536.  It  is 
due  to  two  causes ;  one,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  trees  which  have  been  planted 
since  the  last  settlement,  aud  secondly  to  the  bringing  under  dry  land  assessment  the 
unplanted  areas  of  partially  planted  gardens,  a  feature  peculiar  to  the  present  settlement. 
The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  trees  as  per  old  ayacut  with  those  found  at 
the  present  settlement. 


Difference 
plus  or  Minus. 


+  3,65,673 
+  3,82,916 
+  11,836 


The  increase  of  assessment  due  to  this  cause  alone  is  Rs.  37,588.  While  paddy 
cultivation  has  remained  stagnant,  garden  cultivation  has  made  very  large  strides  of  de¬ 
velopment.  The  areca  and  the  jack  trees  have  of  course  each  a  uniform  rate  of  assess¬ 
ment  put  upon  them  under  the  Settlement  Proclamation  but  the  cocoanut  has  been  classi¬ 
fied  into  7  tharams  from  the  second  (that  is  3|  chs.  per  tree)  to  the  eight  (that  is  1  cli. 
per  tree).  The  average  rate  of  assessment  per  cocoanut  tree  as  pei-  present  rates  is  2  chs. 
2  cash  ao-ainst  2  chs.  6  cash  of  the  old  ayacut-  a  fact  which  will  show  that  the  assessing 
officer  has  erred  only  on  the  side  of  leniency  to  the  ryot’s  interests  and  that  if  he  had  - 
applied  better  rates,  there  would  have  been  a  further  increase  both  in  assessment  and  re¬ 
venue.  The  mound  assessment  comes  to  Rs.  10,913  agaihst  Rs.  2,782  under  the  old 
ayacut,  thus  showing  an  increase  of  Rs.  8,131.  The  dry  lands  have  been  classed  under 
13  tharams  from  the  first  (15  l?s.  per  acre)  to  the. loth  (1  F.  per  acre).  The  area  un¬ 
der  the  first  five  tharams  is  very  small,  being  only  8-61  acres,  while  the  major  portion 
falls  under  either  the  11th  or  the  13th  class. 
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20.  I  append  to  this  a  statement  which  shows  the  distribution  o£  the  net  demand 
over  the  different  tenures  as  per  old  Ayacut  and  in  the  present  Settlement. 
Underneath  that  statement,  I  give  also  the  assessment  on  the  Jenmom  (Deva- ' 
sworn  and  Brahmaswom)  lands  now  held  rent-free,  but  which,  little  by  little,  will 
become  liable  to  pay  rajabhogam  tax.  A  list  of  the  Jenmies  who  own  such  lands 
will  he  given  in  a  future  report.  A  list  of  Inams  dealt  with  under  sections  24  and  25 
of  the  Settlement  Proclamation  and  retained  in  the  settlement  is  appended.. 

21.  From  the  latest  returns  received  from  the  Assistant  Settlement  Peishiar  in 
charge  o£  Party  No.  Ill,  I  find  that  13/156  Survey  Nos.  under  Viruthy  and  302  under 
Poramboke  were  pending  disposal  with  the  taluk  authorities  at  Mavelikarai  at  the 
end  of  Dhanoo  last,  and  unless  the  decisions  in  regard  to  these  nos.  are  communicated 
to  the  Settlement  Department  soon,  the  issue  of  rough  pattahs  and  further  progress 
of  settlement  work  must  get  considerably  retarded,  and  some  special  measures  will 
therefore  have  to  be  adopted  by  Government  for  the  speedy  disposal  of  these  nos. 

22.  In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  owing  to  the  omission  to  collect 
proper  statistical  information  at  the  early  stages  of  work,  I  am  unable  to  make  this  re¬ 
port  fuller  than  it  is.  I  request  therefore  orders  on  this  report.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  be  pleased  to  note  that  the  rates  are  such  as  could  be  sanctioned  and  announced  to 
the  public.  On  receipt  of  the  necssary  orders,  rough  pattahs  will  be  issued.  The  figures 
given  in  this  report  will  o£  course  undergo  some  variations  when  the  final  Settlement 
Registers  arc  written  up. 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  T.  RAJARAM  RAO^ 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Camp— Qnilon,  10th  March  1906. 


The  Chief  Secreta 
Subject : — Block  statements  of  Chengannur  t 


Having  in  iny  letter  No.  68/C  dated  28*2-1906  su 
,ements  of  the  Mavelikara  taluk,  I  have  now  the  he 


which  have  1 


rt  about  the 
ib  of  Chen- 


2.  The  entire  area  of  the  taluk  is  89972  sq.  miles,  but  the  manor  portion  of  it 
(about  78  %)  consists  of  rock,  jungle  and  hills  and  is  scarcely  inhabited  by  man  and  has 
therefore  been  left  out  both  in  the  revenue  survey  and  settlement.  The  total  »ea  act“- 
ally  surveyed  for  revenue  purposes  is  a  little  more  than  208  sq.  rndes  or  1,33,481-45 
,  ,  ......  ,™,  .,res  25  cents  or  4‘3%  are  taken  up  by  roads,  rivers,  channels 


and  of  this,  5727 


2s  34  ce 


porampokes,  while  1,27,328-86 


of  the  surveyed’ area  or  only  '2%  are  lying  w: 


)5;5%  are  under  cultivation.  425 


rniug  the  eastern  boundary  of  Travancore.  There  is  n 
are  to  be  found  in  tins  taluk,  but  the  hard  latente  pr 
country  is  very  rugged  with  a  large  number  of  valleys  i 


-  fields  of  Tiruvclla,  Mavclikang  : 


Ifaipatturto  Pathanamthitta.  Tile 
from  one  another.  There  are  very  £< 
disposal  of  agricultural  produce,  but  i 
Pathanamthitta  in  the  month  of  Met 
dock  in  numbers  and  carry  on  a  vigo 
the  fair  is  kept  up. 

a.  Settlement  operations  w 
Makaram  1060  but  were  not 
the  latter,  having  been  suspended  in 
llement.  This  survey  was  .completer 
resumed  thereafter,  and  it  is  now  11 
also  in  Chengannur,  the  attempts  ma 
ved  futile,  and  the  settlement  subord 
once  again  in  the  second  period, 
arrears,  and  that  of  fixing  rates  had  i 


list  and  among  them  may 
to  Kozhencherry  (both  ft 


y  1062  for  a  regular  sin 
Kumbhom  1070,  and  s 
I  since  then.  As  in  the  i 
'  utilize  the  work  doue  in  ( 
i  were  obliged  to  go  ove 


■e  of  Mavelikara,  so 
i  first  period  pro- 
the  same  ground 


by  11  officers  specially  employed  for  the 


Total. 
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11.  The  paddy  cultivation  of  this  taluk  is  o£  3  kinds  as  in  Mavelikara  viz., 
Punjah,  Slundakan  and  Virippu,  but  the  1st  is  to  be  found  only  in  rare  localities.  The 
gross  yield  on.  a  parah  of  land  is  on  an  average  10  fold  of  toe  seed  sown,  and  the  cost  of 
cultivation  is  about  3  parahs  of  paddy  per  parafi  of  land.  Done  of  the  pulses  is  grown 
to  a  large  extent  in  this  taluk,  but  sugarcane  and  tapioca  take  their  place,  the  banks  of 
streams  and  livers  being  adapted  for  the  former  and  the  ] sterile  soil  of  the  hills  for 

12.  Since  the  last  Ayacut  no  rice  lands  worth  mention  have  passed  to  garden 
cultivation  in  this  taluk  nor  vice  versa,  only  33T7  acres  of  the  former  and  3S-  24  acres, 
of  the  latter  having  exchanged  the  cultivation. 

13.  Garden  and  dry  lands.  The  garden  and  dry  lands  of  this  taluk  measure 
1  12.373  acres  75.cents.  The  area  of  gardens  under  the  old  Ayacut  is  not  accurately 
ascertainable,  but  the  assessment  on  them  was  Its.  31,842-23-11,  while  that  as  per  pro¬ 
posed  rates  is  Rs.75, 392-17-0.  There  is  thus  an  increase  of  Rs.  43,549-21-5,  due  to  two 
causes,  namely,  increase  in  the  number  of  cocoanut  and  jack  trees  and  the  bringing  under 
assessment  of  implanted  areas  of  partially  planted  gardens.  The  following  tabic  com-, 
pares  the  number  of  trees  as  per  old  Ayacut  with  those  found  at  the  present  settlement. 


Trees, 

Ayacut. 

Settlement.' 

Difference 
!  plus  or 

1.  Cocoanut 

1,09,179 

2,87,908 

1,78,729 

2.  Areca  , . 

6,89,617 

5,34,477 

-1,55,140 

J“k . 

34,276 

76,811 

42,535 

The  increase  in  assessment  due  to  this  cause  alone  is  Iis.  15,060-21-13.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  above  that  while  there  is  an  appreciable  rise  in  the  number  of  cocoanut 
and  jack  trees,  there  is  a  fall  in  areca.  The  explanation  that  has  been  given  for  this 
diminution,  is  that,  of  late,  there  has  been  a  complaint  hi  the  hilly  districts  of  middle  and 
north  Travancore  of  an  insect  pest  that  has  been  injuriously  affecting  both  cocoanut  and 
areca  trees.  Being  weaker  of  the  two, .  the  areca  seems  to  succumb  to  it  more  than. 

14.  On  a  comparison  of  the  total  number  of  trees  of  the  three  descriptions  in 
Mavelikara  and  Chenganuur,  it  will  be  found  that  plantations  have  not  increased  to  the 
same  extent  in  the  latter  as  in  the  former,  and  this  is  due  to  the  hardness  of  the  soil  in 
Chenganuur.  The  cocoanut  trees  of  this  taluk  have  been  placed  under  7  tharams  from 
the  2nd  (3£  chs.  per  tree)  to  the  8th  (1  chuckram  per  tree).  The  average  rate  <3#iis-  . 
sessment  per  cocoanuut  tree  as  per  present  settlement  is  S.cliuckrams  2  cash  against’ £ 
chuckrame  6  cash  of  the  old  Ayacut. 

The  dry  land  or  ground  assessment  comes  to  Rs.  33,817-18-8  and  is  a  good  deal 
more  than  in  Mavelikara.  Drylands  have  been  classed  underll  tharams  from  the  3rd(ll 
fs.  per  acre)  to  the  13th  (1  fanam  per  acre).  The  bulk  of  the  lands  falls  under  either  th@ 
10th  or  the  11th  class.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  land  fit  for  rubber  cultivation  and 
some  of  it  has,  I  believe,  been  already  given  for  the  purpose  by  the  Forest  Department. 
As  the  settlement  department  has  very  little  to  do  in  this  matter  I  do  not  go  into  it. 
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Settlement  Central  Office, 
Trivandrum,  14th  March  1906. 


To 


The  Cliief  Secretary  to  Government 


Subject. — Block  statements  ot  Cliangaiiaeliei-ry  Taluk. 


In  cont'n"at;ori  ot  my  letter  noted  in  the  margin  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  on  the  subject  of  the  rates  of  assessment  proposed  for  adoption  in  the 
Changauachery  taluk  and  to  solicit  the  early  orders  of  Government. 

2.  This  taluk  was  first  taken  up  for  settlement  in  Makarom  of  1060,  but  after  a 

a  period  of  2£  years,  i.  e.,  at  the  end  of  1062,  Government  ordered  all  work  to  be  sus¬ 
pended  so  that  a  regular  survey  of  the  taluk  might  be  carried  out  before  settlement 
operations  were  proceeded  with.  Tliis  survey  was  completed. in  1072,  and  the  settle¬ 
ment  department  resumed  work  in  the  taluk  in  Meenara  of  thariyear,  and  has  thus  been 
there  for  nearly  9  years.  As  was  the  case  with  Mavelikara  and  'Chengaunur,  the  labour 
and  money  spent  in  the  taluk  during  the  first  period  wore  a  mere  waste.  The  fixing  o£ 
of  assessment  rates  was  commenced  in  the  taluk  in  Meenam  of  1080.  9  officers  were 

employed  on  the  work,  and  they  did  it  and  the  statements  were  prepared  during  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  1081. 

3.  This  taluk,  like  Chengannur  runs  up  to  the  top  of  the  Ghats  forming  the  eastern 
boundary  of  Travancore.  The  country  may  be  divided  intafg  tracts,  the  first  consisting 
of  those  villages  which  border  the  Vembanad  lake  and  are®. versed  by  canals  and  other 
waterways,  the  second  comprising  the  hilly  tracts  and  the  third  consisting  of  the  villages 
lying  midway  between  the  two.  Most  of  the  lands  under  cultivation  in  the  1st  group  of 
villages  are  wet  punjah,  and  the  soil  is  dark  clay  mixed  with  sand.  The  garden  lands’, 
though  few,  are  more  fertile  than  those  in  the  other  two  tracts  as  they  lie  ill  the  midst 
of  wet  lands.  In  the  second  group  of  villages,  there  are  few  wet  lands  except  in  the 
valleys  on  the  banks  of  the  Maniinalay  river.  The  soil  is  hard  laterite  and  cocoanut  does 
not  take  kindly  to  it.  The  hilly  tracts  are  mostly  chenckal  lands  and  will  be  dealt  with 
separately.  In  the  third  or  intermediate  group  of  villages,  garden  lauds  occupy  nearly 
two-thirds  of  tile  entire  area.  The  soil  is'laterite  in  some  parts  and  red  loam  ill  others. 

4.  The  Manimala  river  is  the  only  one  of  importance  in  die  taluk.  The  western 
portion  is  traversed  by  canals  which  serve  as  means  of  communication.  Besides  the 
main  central  road  which  for  a  portion  of  its  distance  lies  m  this  taluk,  there  is  one 
which  leads  via,  Peermade  to  the  Goodalore  frontier  and  another  which  runs  to  Maila- 
palii.  So  far  as  internal  communications  are  concerned,  the  taluk  has  not  received  much 
attention.  There  are  two  markets;  in  this  taluk,  one  at  Changauachery  and  the  other  .at 
Kanjirapalli.  The  former  is  of  considerable  importance  and  one  of  the  centres  of  trade  irr 
die  country  to  which  people  dock  from  ail  parts.  It  affords  a  ready  means  of  disposing, 
of  local  produce.  The  wet  lands  depend  upon  failing  rains  for  their  water  supply  and 
failure  of  crops  results  both  from  want  ot  water  and  from  the  rushing  in  of  brackish 
water  from  the  lakes.  The  absence  of  irrigation  works  both  for  storing  water  and  for 
draining  away  excesses  is  badly  felt  by  the  agriculturists  whose  condition  is  said  to  ba 
declining  from  day  to  day.  The  bulk  of  the  cultivators  are  lessees  or  pathivarakars. 
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15  From  tlie  West  returns  received  from  the  Assistant  hettlement  Peishkar, 
Part?  IV.  I  find  that  858  Survey  nos.  under  vmdbi  and  did  under  porampoke  v 
pending  v.-ilh  the  taluk  authorities  at  tile  end  of  51.ik.uon 


posmg  of  these  uos.  win  re  turd  the  piogiesr-,  ot  hxuc 
bo.  adopted  by  Government  for  their  prompt  ibspOBti 


1  (;  J  regret,  that  with  the  material  now  available  I 
port  fuller  than  it  is.  Nevertheless  1  trust  Government  u 
nG‘s  are  such  as  could  >>e  sanctioned  and  1.  solicit  early  on 
pntndis  will  oe  issued  m  the  taluk.  Before  concluding  !  1 
1  have  made  in  mv  reports  nhcut  Mavchkarn  aud  f 

tins  report  are  subiec.t  to  fluctuations  when  the  settlement 


(Sd)  T.  KAJAHAM  HOW, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  His  Highness 
the  Mafoa  Kajah  of  Travancore. 

Read: — 

Petition  dated  20th  Kumbhom  1081  from  Kanakn  Chithraputhra  Pillay 
Arumanayagom  Perumal  Pillay  and  cither  ryots  of  Xanjinad  praying  for  definite  orders 
of  Government  in  regard  to  the  rate  at  which  the  paddy  tax,  now  paid  by  the  ryots  in 
the  taluks  of  Thovalay  and  Agastccswarom  is  to  be  converted  into  money  under  the 
recent  Proceedings  o£  Government  >v?-abolition  of  payment  in  kind. 

The  petitioners  state  that  while  the  Settlement  Proclamation  has  laid  it  down, 
that  an  acre  of  wet  land  is  equal  to  7  parahs  and  2  edangalis  and  a  parah  of  grain  measure 
is  fixed  at  800  cubic  inches  a  special  rule  was  introduced  when  the  Thovnlay  and  Agastcc- 
swarom  taluks  were  settled  by  which  the  kottah  was  recognised  as  the  unit  of  land 
measurement;  and  it  was  declared  that  a  icottah  was  equal  to  an  acre;  that  in  regard  to 
grain  measure  also  the  kottah  was  recognised  as  the  unit,  but  for  purposes  of  incorpo¬ 
ration  in  the  Mate  accounts  the  kottah  is  reduced  to  parah  and  edangali  at  the  old  rate 
of  9  parahs  and  edangahs  per  kottah.  The  petitioners  contend  that  this  is  a  fictitious 
rate  and  does  not  represent  the  real  equivalent  of  the  standard  kottah  in  terms  of  the 
hettlement  Proclamation  parali  of  oOO  cubic  inches.  Their  prayer  is  that  the  actual  cubic 
contents  of  the  kot,r,ah  now  used  by  Government  in  the  Xanjinad  taluks  may  be  deter¬ 
mined  and  reduced  to  parah  at  80U  cubic  niches  per  parali  as  laid  down  in  the  Settlement 
Proclamation;  and  the  paddy  tax  now  paid  by  them  converted  into  money  on  the  basis 
0£  this  calculation. 

Order  theraon,  No.  44o9/K.  1817  dated  Trivandrum,  19th  March,  1906. 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable.  The  measures  used  in  the  taluks, 
of  Thovala  and  Agastiswaroni  both  for  receipt  and  expenditure  of  paddy  are  the  marakal 
and  path  and  uot  parah  and  edangali  as  in  other  taluks.  The  Settlement  records  and  tha 
Tarnlaper  accounts  of  these  taluks  make  no  mention  of  parah  aud  edangali  and  it  is  only  in 
the  later  accounts  that  the  kottah  is  reduced  to  parah  and  edangali  with  a  view  to  assimilate 
the  transactions  with  those  of  other  taluks.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  pad  ly  brought  from 
^Nanjinad  to  the  institutions  at  the  Capital  is  received  anti  expended  by  the  old  parah 
h:K?.isurc  known  as  cengala  parah  which  is  less  in  capacity  than  the  Settlement  parah.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  paddy  received  ny  venqala  parah  issued  by  the  Settlement  parah 
and  the  credits  and  debits  do  not  tally.  In  such,  eases  a  deficiency  is  al  wavs  the  result  ami 
it  ts  written  oil  the  accounts.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  a  kottah  of  paddy  is  less  than  0. 


(ioveriuacnt  therefore  direct  that  the  exact  cubic  contents  of  the  kottah  in  which 
the  Nanj mad  ryots  have  been  hitherto  measuring  out  their  paddy  in  each  locality  be 
carefully  determined  bv  the  Dewan  Peishkar,  Paamanabhapurarn,  and  reduced  toparahs 
of  800  cubic  inches  and  the  money  value  thereof  calculated  on  the  parahs  and  edanglis  thus 
arrived  at. 

This  order  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  portion  of  the  tax  which  is  already 
lining  paid  in  cash. 

(Sd).  V.  P.  MADHAVA  KAO, 

DEWAN. 
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2d  the  remarks  made  by  the  Conservator  c 

of  the  Cardamom  Hills  is  requested  to  report  o: 
grant  of  land  to  Mr.  Bisset.  The  application 


.3.  Government  agree  -with  the  Conservator  that  the  slopes  in  the  Kulathupuzha 
Reserve  and  Kulathupuzha  and  Puhyara  Ranges  cannot  be  allowed  to  be  cleared  for 
rubber.  The  application  for  land  in  that  locality  cannot,  therefore,  be  granted. 

4.  Tbe  application  for  blocks  of  land  in  the  Terur  Reserve  is  also  declined 
for  the  reasons  mentioned  by  the  Conservator  viz.,  that  these  blocks  lie  well  within  the 
Reserve  and  cannot  be  excluded  without  giving  up  a  large  area  of  valuable  deciduous 


5.  Government  await  the  further  reports  regarding  lands  near  Kuppakavam  and 
Lower  Anachardie  Estate. 

6.  Messrs.  De’  Norman  and  Wilson  will  be  requested  to  furnish  the  necessary 
particulars  regarding  the  lands  applied  for  by  them. 

7.  The  following  shall  be  the  terms  on  which  lands  may  be  generally  granted 
for  rubber  plantations. 

(a)  The  lands  applied  for  should  be  properly  surveyed  and  maps  prepared  and 
then  put  up  to  auction  with  an  upset  price  of  Rs.  (10)  ten  per  acre. 

(b)  A  tax  of  6  annas  per  acre  to  be  levied  for  the  first  five  years. 

(c)  From  the  commencement  of  the  6th  year  a  tax  of  Rs.  2  per  acre  shall 
be  levied. 

(d)  The  same  conditions  as  rin  the  case  of  Coffee  lands  to  be  specified  in  the 
grants  as  regards  timber  &c. 


8.  Government  trust  that  the  Conse 
several  localities  and  submit  an  early  report. 


dite  the  inspection  of  the 


By  order. 


(Sd.)  A.  J.  VIEYRA, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Government 


No. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Trivandrum,  23rd  March  1906. * 


The  Chief  Secretary  to.  Government. 


o  submit  the  following  repo 


fixed  for  the  Eraniel  taluk  and  to  solicit  the  si 


t  about  the  rates  of  assessment 
:  Government  to  those  rates. 


■Seven  kinds- of  trees  have  been  assessed- tr 
following  table  compares  the  Nos.  of  such  trees. ' 


this  settlement,  and  the 


No. 

Trees. 

Ayacut. 

Present 

Settle- 

Difference. 

Cocoanut 

f 

r  1.92,382 

2,16,581 

+  24,199 

2 

Areca 

3,961 

3,747 

-  214 

» 

•Mr  . 

36,461 

24,052 

-  12.409 

4 

Palmyra  ...  . 

7,11,006 

5 

Tamarind 

56,544 

'  6 

Laurel  ...  ...  ...j 

-1,70,761 

Mango  ...  ....  :  . . ^ 

91,818 

Of  the  seven  kinds  of  trees  above  named,  a  uniform  rate  of  assesment  has  been  put  upon 
all  but  cocoanut  which  has  been,  grouped  into  8  classes  from  the  1st  (4  chs.  per  tree)  to 
the  8th  (1  ch.  per  tree).  The  average  rate  of  assessment  for  cocoanut  tree  is  1  ch.  13  cash 
against  2  chs.  4  cash  of  the  old  ayacut.  Dry  lands  have  been  classified  into  13  tharams 
from  the  1st  (15  fs.  per  acre)  to  the  13th  (If.  per  acre),  but  the  major  portion  of 
them  falls  under  one  or  other  of  the,  last  3  tharams.  The  following  table  compares 
the  assessment  and  net  demand  on  gardens  both  under  the  old  ayacut  and  as  per  present 
settlement. 


Item.  1 

|  Assessment. 

Net  demand 

Es.  : 

Ks. 

As  per  ayacut  of  1012 

57,666 

17,989 

As  per  present  settlement  ...  ....  ... 

j  55,846 

21,061 

Differrnce  +  or  — < 

-  1,820 

j  V  3,073 

Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  His  Highness  the 
Maha  Rajah  of  Travancore  No.  A  R.  1912  dated  Trivan¬ 
drum  24th  March  1906. 
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It  is  stated  that  information  about  the  area  under  ‘gardens  and  dry  lands'  se¬ 
parately  is  not  now  ready  and  will  ho  furnished  in  a  future  report.  It  w  very  important 
that  the  areas  under  these  two  heads  should  be  shewn  separately.  Similarly  the  area 
under  ‘  Poramboke’  and  eullurable  (or  assessed)  waste  should  also  be  given  separately. 

6.  Afe lands.  The  area  and  assessment  of  rice  lands  under  the  old  Ayacut  and 


1 

j  Extent.  |  Assessment. 

Item.  . 

J  Acres.  | 

Parahs. 

1  Edangalies. 

As  per  Ayacut.  . 

i  22,174-94 

3,02,385 

0 

As  per  proposed  settlement  . 

21,860-92 

3,24,181 

8 

The  Peishkar  observes  tbat  the  old  accounts  do  not  give  information  about  the 
total  assessment  and  that  the  figure  given  above  have  been  arrived  at  by  u  process  of 
calculation  from  the  date  available  for  the  Pandarapattom  lands  for  which  the  aver 
assessment  at  the  old  settlement  seems  to  have  been  1  parah  and  8  edangalies  per  para! 
land.  Tt  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  if  in  addition  to  adopting  this  process 
Peislikar  had  also  furnished  actual  figures  for  Pandarapattom  lands  both  under  the 
ayacut  and  under  the  present  settlement. 


7.  The  commuted  value  of  the  total  assessment  3,24.181  parahs  3  edangalies  at  6  chs. 
per  parah  comes  to  Rs.  69,467—11—13  and  distributing  this  over  the  total  acreage 
21,860-92  acres,  the  average  assessment  per  acre  is  given  as  Rs.  3-fi-O 
Calculating  the  paddy  portion'd:  the  tax  at  11  chs.  per  parah  under  the  scheme  recently 
sanctioned  by  Government,  the  average  would  be  Rs  8—23  chs.  per  acre.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  these  figures  can  be  accepted  as  correct.  Considering  the  methods  of  assess¬ 
ment  adopted  in  fixing  the  rates  for  lands  held  under  different  tenures,  it  would  be 
safer  especially  for  purposes  of  comparison  with  the  rates  elsewhere,  to  go  by  the  figures 
for  Pandarapattom  lands  alone.  One  of  tire  statements  furnished  by  tire  Peishkar  gives 
information  about  the  total  assessment  for  lands  under  each  tenure  but  the  area  under 


these  heads  is  not  given.  The  Peishkar  should  endeavour  to  have  tills  omission  supplied 
in  future  reports.  He  is  also  requested  to  calculate  the  average  assessment  for  Pandora  - 
pattern  lands  separately  and  compare  it  with  the  Ayacut  average  and  with  the  rates 
adopted  in  Cochin  and'  Malabar. 

8.  Taking  into  account  the  actual  tax  due  to  Government  which  represents  the 
total  assessment  minus  the  deductions  on  account  of  assignments  and  favourable  tenures, 
the  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Item. 


Ho.  proposed  settlement 


[eiit  of  Measure. 


Edangalies. 


2,01,631  7 


6 


ktli 
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Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  His  IHighness  the 
Malta  Rajah  of  Travancore  No.  A  R.  1913  dated  24th  March 
1906. 


:  same  lines  as  the  reports  for  Mavelikara  taluk  or 
r  Proceedings  No.  A/R.19I2  dated  24th  instant 
an  made  are  equally  applicable  to  this  taluk. 


7  years  (1887  to  1894)  and  re  commenced  the  work  in  1070  (1894). 


T.  RAJARAM 


Settlement  Dewan  Peithkar. 


Froceedinj 
Maha  Rajal 
April  1906. 


s  of  the  Government  of  His  Highness  the 
of  Travancore  No.  5965/R.  2524  dated  8th 


1525 


'  the  value 
for  definit 


I  have  iic., 

(Sd.)  K.  KRISHNA  AIYENGAE, 
Deputy  Settlement  Peishkar. 


Notification. 


With  reference  to  the  Proceedings  of  Government  No.  C/I  dated  2nd  February 
1  SH)fi  abolishing  the  payment  of  land  tax  in  kind  and  fixing  a  commutation  rate 
of  ll  chs.  per  parah  of  paddy  it  is  hereby  notified  for  general  information  that,  in  comm¬ 
uting  the  tax  now  paid  in  paddy  into  money  at  the  vilatharam  rate,  fractions  of  a  cash 
will  be  treated  as  equivalent  to  one  cash  and  entered  as  such  in  the  Sirkar  accounts. 


Huztir  Cutoherry, 
Trivandrum, 
Itjth  April  1906. 


T.  RAJARAM  ROW, 
Dewan  Peishkar  in  charge. 
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a,cajlcj«®!B)  sramsaiOTsim  tgs^womwo  taagpmata&o  ass.  mommiamroogto  aim 

.*>»$po£B3;»l  wai51aaoaayo  ootaauaj.ovxoo  ^oj«sYtnW<!%°  ajJo^om^aOAcrra. 

aOigjtejG-SfcJal  )  s'.  roosoraoawMouh 

gpc Y14  (DOwraiCceboailnii)  !■  goniujown,  abiooi  8aj<g)aA. 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  1st  June  1906. 


To 


The  Dev, -an  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 


"With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  683  dated  12th  Ultimo,  forwarding  for  publi¬ 
cation  in  the  Gazette  a  notification  regarding  the  oincelment  of  a  fair  pattali,  1  am 
directed  to  inform  von  that  a  duplicate  pattali  may  be.  issued  to  the  right  person  with  an 
entry  that  the  original  having  been  issued  to  a  different  person  Inns  since  been  cancelled. 


Sd/.  A.  A.  ViFYKA, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


Huzur  Cun-herry, 


The  ilewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement, 

[i i  forwarding  heivu ith  copy  of  letter  N<a  It IhO/UU  and  li.  haled  the  28th  Ultimo 
ettleuieiit  Department.  in  the  Tiruvaik  taluk  and  in  the  other  taluks  in  which  they 


1  have  etc., 

(Sd).  K.  MAUADEVA  AlYAR, 

For  Chicr  Secretary  to  Governmcnl 

ifso  1043b'R.  I  "84.  Huzur  Cutcherry, 

Trivandrum,  1  Kt.li  Jane  1906. 


(Sid).  It.  MAHADEVA  AIYAK, 
For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


Notification. 

It  is  hereby  notified  for  general  information  that  Government  will  levy  such  Water¬ 
gate  ns  may  he  found  necessary  on  all  lands  in  the  Tnluka  of  Thovala,  Agasteeswaram, 
iljruniel,  Kalkulam,  Vilavancode  and  Neyyattinkara  which  will  be  benefited  by  the 
construction  of  the  dam  and  reservoir  at  Petehipara  and  other  worts,  such  as  channels 
connected  therewith  for  conveying  and  distributing  the  water. 

Such  water-rate,  will  be  over  and  above  the  assessment  or  water-rates  or  ceases 
fined  during  the  present  settlement. 

Such  water-rate  will  also  be  due  on  all  lands  which  are  now  lying  waste,  but  which 

Huzur  Cntcheriy,  )  T.  R  A  JAR  AM  ROW, 

Trivandrum,  )  T)eu:ar\  T‘e.v:hl:aT^  in  r/icroc 

18th  June  1906.  J 

tuoonijo  t 

canmraaoolssoi  ocu&a°  <e,auila&,  a.aJoeaoccojjsciigmorailcej^s  oojsrel  oaAaJjjoo 
mmajaur  crucejssBale*  ensrannkuranm  moan  enan  emog  dj,oej  ooueiA&ojA 

rai®  simaa.0  ^ojecnor/ia.ygcnmooLinnn  acsiMtioa.  <3K>xtn)loojmo  somsmton* 
ai1ao.ioea.ag  siar>s|0ciao<n,rt>  oto  imoej<fla*alisli  a.Qjsigjg  offlgjD  ojo^aamjOs'tnseyi  com 
ffiiaardiolsiej  <%'<ara,onsj05mi  ara  siojga.es51.nioi  n®si^jgffl@om«!io*cni>. 

nsioorBsitriti^sijljgoignnrs  siomrOTulraoi  snn)tx51iiAsianSaoiiy<n.oi»«g&  sgmrarailtrao  sioi 
***«“  orucaisSB^rob  (evD^latio  ojoswfc  fsigjafltoldsso. 

«cruoolfri«aaba  a®i»3ciroc3»3aK»g>  (Stttaaloaaaja  m 

/ailcsj^cm  cis oGjfttg)  aiag^nm  j>j!0(o«j>1c»  ajoGSt  opo  SKiia^fgYznlftsciiQyo  ojog^nmrtnoc&arra. 

(!Sl(3tQinia3)rt4(0o  |  OoT  «3S*3fl»0a!W0i»(6. 


■f'’£ieT,Q~*d>'3:0fJ  ^^'^ffl^5a^crn«{3-)sioo)aY)3(A  rt-^oua^  airry^Co  ^<sl 

e.vtrab')  ajiWJjJarmrolni  j^acukab  oinfgda»a>A  aSlo^cm  <$&!>&>&?,  05,00)03  (<v) 
tsWr«30LUO?lio>o  ^ool^osmo  Gar-.i9fi&  fdft$Od»ai«fW®6rrxin0  n^a)<TOns)a.iQ$lrDi<flanrn 
)  3lot30isitUfl9a3A  ^DOi.a.l3j % 


CJ.No.  Survey  Office, 

Dopt.  No.2*13.  Trivandrum,  2(>th  Juno.  1 900, 


The  Superintendent, 


The  Dciviui  Peishkar, 


Adverting  to  your  No.  G.YS  dated  2nd  Ultimo,  I-havo  tho  honor  to  request  you 

m\ny  No,  13(>/H9  dated  27th  February  "last,  in  numbering  sub- divisions  in  the  Uluks 
either  than  those  mentioned  in  tho  letter  under  reference. 

.1  have  &c., 

Sd  /.  O.ST.  KRISHNA  RAIJ, 
Superintendent,  Trnvuticoro  Survey. 


No.  12600/  R.5412. 
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Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  28th  July  190G. 


To 


The  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  1007  dated  14th  Instant,  1  am  directed  to 

lands  iii^ the  Kalkulam  and  Eranicl taluks  tlietax  known  as  Vadakadama  ne  leit  imtouelied 
without  being  subjected  to  revision  or  the  process  of  converting  the  money  tax  into  one 
o£  paddy  and  that  the  existing  tenures  be  continued  without  any  change.  The 
records  received  with  your  letter  under  rctereiiee  are  returned  herewith. 

(Kill  A.  J.  VIEYRA, 

Chief  Keeretury  to  Government, 


No.12601— 12605. 
K.  5407—5411. 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  28th  July  1906. 


To 


The  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement, 


Sir,  ■ 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  645/C  dated  16th  AugusVJ.905  and  in  con¬ 
tinuation  of  this  Office  No.  S/457  dated  19th  Idem,  I  am  directed  toN^jform  yon  that 
His  Highness  the  Maha  Rajah  has  been  pleased  to  sanction  the.  following  yWferfhtt  of  tile 
kist-bundy  or  instalments  for  the  payment  of  land  tax  with  effect  from  the  1st 
Chingom  1082. 

1.  For  the  tax  on  wet  lands  there  shall  be  three  equal  instalments  for  each  crop, 
viz.,  in  the  months  of  Kaimi,  Thulam  and  Vrichigom  for  the  Kanni  crop,  and  Kumbhoin, 
Meenom  and  Medom  for  the  Kumbhom  crop ; 

2.  For  the  Punja  lands  in  North  Travancore  there  shall  be  two  equal  instalments, 
77z. ,  in  the  mouths  of  Medom  and  Edavorn; 

3.  The  tax  on  garden  lands  shall  be  payable  in  six  equal  instalments,  viz.,  ill  the 
months  of  ivanni,  Thulam,  Vrichigom,  Kumbhom.  Meenom  and  Medom; 

4.  The  latest  day  for  the  payment  of  kist  shall  be  the  loth  of  the  month  ill 
which  it  falls  due,  after  which  date  it  shall  lie  treated  as  ail  “urrciiv  of  revenue.” 
under  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation  1  of  1068. 

I  request  you  will  he  so  good  as  to  issue,  the  necessary  instructions  on  the 
subject.  A  notification  will  also  be  published  in  the  Gazette  for  general  information.  > 

I  have  &c., 

Sd/.  A.  J.  VIEYRA, 


NOTIFICATION. 


'ATION. 


I  If 


E!i  #aMo  u;®a£!Etsr0e<8£°  orvis- cicr oruA,  ra  ci\tvcnjci>,  oraggcB  anrds  jJo^trs 
g-j«0b3io«aJo  eu®  orvaeOctsicfc^lso  gga.cifis'.rtio^'o  sgjoesmdjilir.aiocjj'o  oj1aj®oi4®ejc<g 
A3«n9£j  a®  e^njio  n9&ajg£s-<offBMg«'.s  <VdS  ^  (Jojo 
0f\)no1®o  csraW4j«a.3a^.(in». 

jccn^o^aagjro  a\(gQ;cie6)fr  gj.nt>  a'saP^j  ®3e  fj$  ecrvco'sjis-izaia  t".aooji 
aanoaSjfJl^csi^oag.a.ai'o  caiamo. 

josiaj^cflffl  cvuotcano  a^spsntaic 
c^. m-Oc  uo£l  (SKtn?g^ciia  «or\.co'fflts-oo?a  Co  oggoci. 


(Sc!)  S.  PADMANABHA  AIYAK, 
Ag  :  Settlement  Dctran  Ptaslicw. 


tncai 


CB)o9ffl&) 

jo  o  cyaoaaons  .aitaBMncvio  jicttncv-. 
^coibo  onao  aJ A?o  cocYUa^oaai&fcomJo  cvoch 

nooejoooaogl  csvsnculg^ciAa 
ncroaolrabmanbci  anjcgjJcflia. 


iSY®t^loU3“  sccwcooloiinninici  alcuoni  o<u=$jOr4( 
Mj)Cnj“  cv)I31BCr)QlS®ci. 


Proceedings  of  the  Government 
the  Maha  Rajah  of  Tra 


4.  Opening  District  Survey  Schools  for  the  immediate  training  of  the  Accoimt- 
afo,  yet  remaining  without  survey  knowledge  anrl  their  compulsory  deputation  for 
survey  training. 

5.  Preparation  of  Field  Measurement  sketches  For  the  use  of  the  Land  Record* 
Maintenance  Establishment  by  draughtsmen  or  village  accountants  after  teaming  or  by 
both  for  early  completion. 

6.  Taking  5  copies  by  the  Ferro-pvussiate  process  ol  Field  Measurement  Book* 
for  the  Taluk  Office,  Huzur  Record  Office,  sale  &c. 

The  details  of  the  strength  of  establishment  of  the  Survey  Department,  or  of 
the  village  establishment  need  not  be  finally  fixed  by  the  committee  as  they  will  have 
to  be  settled  by  Government  in  consultation  with  the  Survey  Superintendent  and  the 
Dewan  Peishkurs  concerned  after  the  passing  of  Government  orders  on  the  proposals  now 
referred  to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  is  requested  to  give  the  matter  its  early  consideration  and 
submit  its  joint  report  within  a  month  along  with  the  remarks  of  dissenting  members, 

The  three  communications  from  the  Superintendent  of  Survey  to  Government 
above  referred  to  and  also  the  following  papers  about  the  “Maintenance  of  Survey 
Records”  recently  introduced  in  several  Districts  of  the  Madras  Presidency  are  forwarded 
to  the  Committee  for  reference: — 

1.  Mr.  Carr’s  final  Report  to  the  Madras  Government  on  the  subject  of  Land. 
Records  Maintenance. 

2.  Copy  of  G.  0.  No.  1212  Revenue  dated  30th  November  1903. 

3.  Copy  of  G.  0.  No.  1161  Revenue  dated  15th  October  1904. 

4.  Resurvey  and  Revision  Survey  Rules  passed  by  the  Madras  Government. 

5.  Executive  rules  passed  by  the  Madras  Government  for  the  guidance  o£ 
Land  Records  Offices  showing  the  duties  and  relations  to  their  Revenue  Department. 


To. 


(Sd.)  S.  GOPALACHAE1YAR, 
Dewan. 


S.  Padmanabha  Iyer  Esquire. 

P.  V.  Krishnaswami  Chettiar  Esquire. 
G.  N.  Krishna  Row  Esquire. 

R.  Mahadeva  Iyer  Esquire. 

C.  Raghava  Chari  Esquire. 

T.  R.  Krishnaswami  Iyengar  Esquire. 
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2.  The  Peishkar  suggests  a  solution  by  talcing  the  average  of  the  existing- 
measures  which  comes  to  9  paras  f  edangoly  and  as  a  concession  to  the  ryots  he  proposes 
that  an  all  round  conversion  rate  of  9  parahs  per  kottah  may  be  fixed.  From  the  figures 
famished  bv  the  Peishkar  in  his  report  it  is  seen  that  this  rate  would  work  real  hardship 
in  the  case  of  the  ryots  in  the  Sucbindram,  Kottar  and  Padapattu  Proverries,  ns  a  kottah 
of  paddy  as  measured  out  in  those  Proverties  is  less  than  9  parahs.  The  fixing  of  (he 


9  parahs  rate  would  he  tantamount  to  enhancing  the  paddy  t 

and  compelling  them  to  pay  the  money  value  thereof.  This  t. . . 

principle  laid  down  in  the  Proceedings  of  Government  dated  19th  Man 
ryots  “should  not  be  compelled  to  measure  out  anything  more  than  the 
of  paddy  which  they  have  been  hitherto  paying  into  Government  grana 
cash  equivalent  at  1 1  chs.  per  parah.”  Government  therefore 
mendation  made  by  the  Peishkar  does  ""t  <>  at-irfnrf™,, 


satisfactory  sc 


3.  The  Nanjinad  ryots  in  their  memorii 
version  being  fixed  at  8  parahs  2i  edangalies 

Peishkar  passed  in  1 056  fixir-  - . «r 

of  paddy.  Thi*  *  “ 


an  order  of  the  J)ivb 
r  of  1  cubic  foot  at  5  maralcal.s  and  4  na 

.  _ _  idcred  as  anything  more  than  a  rough  estimate  made 

_ temporary  purpose  and  besides  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  was  done  with 

Lthority  of  Government. 

4.  Another  teat  suggested  hv  the  memorialists,  to  which  the  Peishkar  also  re 
s  report,  is  the  table  published  in  the  English  Almanac  for  1906  p.  colvii. 
lation  made  according  to  this  table  by  using  the  Nan jinad  variety  of  paddy  know 


“Varsaramundan”  gives  7  parahs  3f  edangalies  as  the  equivalent  of 
obviously  unreliable,  for,  as  observed  by  the  Peishkar,  “the  size  of  pa 
"indeterminate  quantity  a  conversion  rate  based  on  the  number  of  pah 
measure  of  volume  can  be  neither  equitable  to  the  ryot  nor  fair  t 


.  6.  .  As  there  is  no  satisfactory  means  of  determining  whntthc  standard  marakaf 
-is  -and  considering  that  the  ryots  have  been  paying  and  the  Government  accepting  pay¬ 
ment  according  to  the  varying  measures  in  use  for  a  long  period,  Gmemmmt fevf 
persuaded  that  the  most  equitable  course  in  the  circumstances  would  lie  to  fix  a  rate  of 
conversion  based  on  the  lowest  of  the  measures  which  have  licen  in  vogue  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  period  of  time,  The  Peishkar  himself  in  para  7  of  his  letter  observes  as  the 
result  of  his  conference  with  the  ryots'  that  “While  anything  more  than  S  parahs  4. 
edangalies  per  kottah  would  not  be  to  them  (the  Nanjinad  ryots  )  a  matter  of  con- 
gr&tiiation  they  would  not  fee]  justly  dealt  with  if  anything  higher  than  the  Ivotfcur 
Proverthy  measure  be  accepted  as  the  standard  for  the  portion  now  payable  in  kind” 


7.  Government  accordingly  direct  that  8  parahs  6$  edangalies  of  the 
of  800  cubic  inches  per  parah  which  is  the  equivalent  of  die  smallest  of  the 
kottahB  as  ascertained  by  the  Peishkar  be  adopted  as  the  rate  of  conversion  for 
ing  the  paddy  tax  into  money  in  the  taluks  of  Thovala  and  Agasteeswaram 


standard 

eommoto 


8.  As  already  decided  by  Government  in  the  Proceedings  dated  19th  March. 
7906  this  rate  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  portion  of  the  tax  which  is  already  brinw 
paid  in  cash  in  these  taluks  at  the  old  commutation  rate  of  6  chs.  per  parah.  ** 


S.  GOPALACHARIYAR, 
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Central  Office, 


Trivandrum, 

15th  September  1 90G/30th  Chingom  1082. 


To 


The  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


As  the  portion  of  the  paddy  tax  hitherto  paid  in  bind  has  boon  recently 
converted  into  money,  the  existing  form  of  the  settlement  pattah  has  to  be  altered. 

1  have  made  the  necessary  alterations  and  submit  herewith  a  revised  form. 

2.  In  view  of  the  provisions  of  section  I  of  Part  III  of  the  Revised  Classification 
&  Registration  Rules  that  no  claims  preferred  after  the  expiry  of  the  date  fixed  will 
be  heard  and  that  the  decisions  passed  by  registering  officers  shall  be  final  and  of  the 
circumstance  that  settlement  operations  will  not  as  before  bo  protracted  to  a  great 
length  of  time,  the1  'following  modifications  have  to  he  made  in  the  foot  notes  under  the 
existing  thclivucbeet  form. 

Foot  note  1.  Omit  the  whole. 

Foot  note  2.  Omit  the  whole. 

Foot  note  i.  Omit  the  portion  “ft3oaSlanln<anoMsni  analog  cm&wo  ^,c6igj  <*>., 
rycUftttffBCa  (rilgo  aim®®)!  mff)dD.,gjlo.c51^b  oio^  a-Satruonaaiii  scewyaauoiift 

avaaxfity  Ant  is,  as  the  kyfeit  prepared  at  the  time  of  classification 

sifter  proper  counting  are  signed  by  the  landolders  tec. 

Foot  note  5.  Substitute  fornnuaasisbaa^o.  “by  Anclial”  awSEMb  Oia^gmaa  .uinjoraiiaa 
£g«ia»  .mooli  asjjgmaa  i.  c.,  “by  Anchal,  Pust  or  Telegram”. 

3.  The  objection  in  foot  note  1  that  paddy  buif&JjSTO  been  entered  as  garden 
lands  or  rice  versa  must  be  urged  at  the  time  of  registrata  '  -i  rannotha  taken  afterwards. 
That  as  to  mistakes  in  name  etc.,  need- not  be  specified  as  now,  as  it  is  not  comprehensive, 
that  is,  as  other  similar  objections,  such  as,  those  relating  to  mistakes  in  tenure,  amount 
of  tax  &e.,  may  be  urged. 

4.  The  objections  under -foot  note  ■£  which  relate  to  inclusion  in  a  pattah  of  the 
name  of  a  person  not  entitled  thereto  or  a  property  to  which  the  pattadar  is  npt 
entitled  or  the  non-iuclusioa  therein  of  the  name  of  a  person  entitled  or  of  a  property  Jo 
which  the.  pattadar  is  entitled  are  also  objections  which  should  be  heard  and  determined 
at  the  time  of  registration. 

5.  The  omission  of  the  first  part  oE  foot  note  4  is  necessary  as  under  the  revised 
rule  12  it  is  enough  in  the  absence  of  the  owner,  occupier  or  authorised  agent  that  two 
thadasthere  are  present  at  the  counting  of  trees  and  they  sign  the  kyfeit. 

6.  A  revised  thelivuchit  form  is  also  submitted.  ; 
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7.  I  have  the  honor  therefore  to  request  the  sanction  of  Government  for  the  revision 
of  the"  pattah  and  thelivuehit  forms  as  above  or  with  such  modifications  as  they  may 
deem  it  necsesary  to  make.  The  thandapere  too  has  to  be  altered  asper  accompanying,; 


I  have  &c. 

Sd /.  S.  PADMANABHA  AIYAlt, 
Ag:  Settlement  Dewan  Peislikar. 


No.  82/C. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 

Camp  Kottarakara,  18th  September  1906.. 


The  Ag:  Dewan  Peishcar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 


To 


The  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


Sir, 


In  continuation' of  my  letter  No.  1353  dated  15th  Sept:  1906,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  provision  under  foot  note  4  in  the  existing  form  of  thelivuchet  which 
says  that  objections  as  to  rates  fixed  on  garden  and  paddy  lands  cannot  be  urged  may 
also  be  omitted  as  X  find  that  in  practice  such  objections  are  taken,  heard  and  disposed 
-of  and  rates  altered  accordingly.  The  additional  wording  to  be  left  out  in  foot  note  4  ia 
aiomlsroicjilcBd  aoftJOcSl^sia^aoajSadlc^milcsianiniroraaJKnlffioncjjion 

.2.  On  reconsideration  I  think  ■  the  objection  that  paddy  lands  have  been  entered 
Aas  garden  lands'  and  may  be  urged  not  only  at  the  time  of  the  registration 

enquiry  but  also  after  the&Tucheets  are  issued.  But  that  objection  will  be  included  in 
the  general  provision  as  to  objections,  new  foot  note  1,  which  I  have  proposed. 

3.  I  may  mention  that  in  the  Madras  Presidency  objections  as  to  rates  of 
■assessment  may  be  taken  within  the  time  fixed  in  the  rough  pattahs  and  that 
-  objections  on  other  points,  such  as,  errors,  in  survey  nos.,  names  of  pattadars,  registration 
of  land  as.  dry,  wet,  Government  Inam,.Puramboke  and  the  like,  may  also  be  brought 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  S.  PADMANABHA  AIYAR. 

Acting  Settlement  Dewan  Peishcar,. 


No.  86/C. 


Settlement  Central  Office, 


Camp  Kandiyi 


21st  September  li>06. 
5tb  Kanni  1082. 


The  Acting 


Peislikar, 


To 


The  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


Referring  to  your  letter  No.  10,434/1384  dated  18th  June  1906  in  re  the  count¬ 
ing  of  bamboos  in  puthuvals  and  the  realization  of  their  seigniorage  values  from  patta- 
dars  prior  to  registry,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  for  the  orders  of  Grovern- 


2.  I  reached  Kottarakara  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  Kanni  and  one  of  the 
matters  prominently  brought  to  my  notice  by  the  Assistant  Peishkar  immediately  after 
was  the  additional  work  and  delay  in  settlement  operations  caused  by  the  Government 
order  relating  to  bamboos  and  I  had  a  discussion  with  him  on  the  subject  in  all  its  bcar- 


3.  The  classification  stage  was  the  most  covenient  time  for  counting  bamboos. 
Classification  took  place  long  ago  in  taluks  under  the  2nd  Party  Officer  viz. ,  the  taluks 
of  Kottarakra,  Pathanapuram  and  Kunnathur.  There  was  a  further  opportunity  for 
counting  bamboos  viz.,  when  forest  trees  in  puthuvals  were  separately  ascertained  after 
classification  under  the  orders  of  Government.  That  too  has  passed.  It  was  only  recently 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Conservator  of  Forests  that  the  counting  of  bamboos  was 
orderd  by  Government.  Block  work  is  over  in  the  Kottarakara  and  Pathanapuram  taluks 
and  in  the  Kunnathur  taluk  halt  of  that  work  lias  been  done.  There  are  respectively  in 
the  taluks  of  Kottarakara  and  Pathanapuram  15762  and  8199  survey  numbers  of  puthu- 
vai  dry  lands.  The  figure  for  Kunnathur  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  but  there  also, 
there  will  be  nearly  as  many  numbers  as  in  Pathanapuram.  One  and  all  these  numbers 
will  have  now  to  be  inspected  by  classifiers  with  a  view  to  see  whether  there  are  bamboos 
in  them  and  if  so  to  count  them.  The  Assistant  Peislikar  says  that  no  time  can  now  be 
fixed  for  the  completion  of  the  work  which  is  a  difficult  one.  The  modus  operandi 
as  to  how  bamboos  in  dusters  are  to  be  counted,  as  to  the  age,  size,  of  the  bamboos 
to  be  included  in  the  reckoning  has  not  yet  been  determined  by  the  Conservator. 
If  the  new  work  has  to  be  carried  out,  the  period  fixed  for  the  closing  of  settlement 
work  under  the  2nd  Party  Officer  which  even  under  existing  circumstances  will,  it  is  feared 

to  be  further  prolonged.  I  would,  "therefore,  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  Govern¬ 
ment  that  the  work  of  counting  bamboos  be  taken  away  from  the  Settlement  Department 
in  the  taluks  mentioned  above  and  entrusted  to  the  Forest  Department  and  that  a  note 
be  made  in  the  pattahs  issued  for  puthuvals  in  those  taluks  that  the  seigniorage  values 
of  bamboos,  if  any,  on  the  properties  will  have  to  he  paid  by  the  pattahdars  before  they 
are  cut  down  and  removed  or  within  one  month  from  date  of  issue  of  pattah  and  that  such 
values  will  in  cases  of  non-payment  he  recovered  as  arrears  of  revenue. 


Sd / .  S.  PADMANABHA  AIYAR 
Ag:  Settlement  Dewan  Pe.shkar. 
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Thanathu  or  such  as  have  been  given  rent-free  by  the  Sirkar  to  the  pagoda,  partly  of 
endowments  by  ryots  and  partly  of  properties  acquired  for  the  Devaswom  from  ryots.  The 
properties  belonging  as  Thanathu  and  as  rent-free  to  the  Devaswom  are  in  the.  enjoyment 
of  simple  lessees  or  tenants  from  year  to  year.  Devaswom  mnluvals  are  enjoyed  by 
ryots  apparently  like  Sirkar  puduwals.  But,  the  Pathivns  eranted  for  properties  by  the 
Devaswom  show  that  they  are  only  m  the  nature  of  leases.  I  he  Devaswom  properties 
are  held  under  different  tenures.  In  the  recent  settlement  it  was  first  decided  that  for 
Devaswom  Thanathu  properties  both  those  standing  on  venpattoin  as  well  as  those  held 
on  marayapattom,  pattahs  should  be  given  ill  the  name  of  the  Devaswom  but  subsequent¬ 
ly  it  was  decided  that  the  venpattoin  properties  should  be  treated  as  Sirkar  Thanathu 
and  registered  as  Kaviyur  Devaswom  Pattern  on  payment  of  vilayartham  and  the  maraya¬ 
pattom  properties  as  Sirkar  Thettam  properties  aud  registered  and  assessed  as  Devaswom 
Thettam.  Kaviyur  Devaswom  pattern  properties  which  were  payhiv  mupparai  to  the 
Sirkar  and  michavarom  to  the  Devaswom  have  been  treated  life  Pandarapattom  and 
registered  as  Kaviyour  Devaswom  Pattom.  The  Devaswom  puduval  properties  have 
been  registered  as  Devaswom  Pattom  with  the  pattom  assessed  as  tax  and  the  Devaswom 
Thettom  properties  dealt  with  like  Sirkar  Thettom  properties.  Properties  under  other 
tenures  leave  been  similarly  dealt,  with.  Tn  short  all  the  Kaviyour  Devaswom  properties 
have  been  dealt  with  as  if  the  Devaswom  belonged  to  and  was  the  property  of  the  sirkar 
and  this  appears  to  have  been  done  on  the  strength  of  the  Huzur  communication  to  this 
office  No.  6530  dated  loth  Karkadagom  1075.  On  13-8-79  the  Kottayam  Range  assistant 
was  asked(No.  <3814/588)  to  submit  a  memo  as  to  how  the  Devaswom  properties  should  be 
dealt  with  in  settlement  and  two  reminders  were  sent  in  continuation,  No.  11526/752 
dated  18-10-1079  and  12984/819  dated  13-11-79.  But  no  reply  was  received  to  the  above 
communication  and  the  properties  were  dealt  'with  as  already  stated  and  pattahs  partly 
issued  in  accordance  with  the  settlement  and  the  issue  of  ihe  rest  has  been  stopped  at  my 


ike  Kuv 


•evvith  for  the  can 
n  settlement  as  pe 


(Sd)  S.  PA  DM  AN/ 


1A  A1YAR, 


E  HIGH  COURT  OF  TRAVA.NCORE 


at  page *18,J ),  in  15  X.  h.  R.,  it  is  clear  that  “the  assumption  by  Government  of  the 
management  of  Devaswom  is  not  a  confiscation  or  usurpation  and  does  not  vest  the  pro¬ 
perties  attached  to  these  institutions  in  the  Sirkar.”  On  this  ground  the  court  held  that 
the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1040  which  enfranchised  Pandarapattom  lands,  did  not  apply 
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usages  if  any,  established  by  the  founder  or  founders.  The  intention  of  the  Legislature 
to  treat  the  rents  of  the  endowment  as  distinct  from  the  public  revenue  is  made  ciear  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Section  13  which  provides  that  the  Dewan  may  direct  that  the  rents 
and  other  dues  of  any  endowment  falling  within  the  provisions  of  this  Eegulation  (only 
under  this  Eegulation)  may  he  collected  as  arrears  of  revenue.  It  is  nobody’s  case  that 
in  the  present  instance,  the  Dewan  has  issued  such  directions  with  the  sanction  of  H.  H. 
The  Maha  Rajah  as  required  by  that  section.  And  perhaps  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
provision  appiies  to  assumption  made  prior  to  the  date  of  the  said  Regulation. 

y.  Section  59  of  Regulation  I  of  1068  applies  only  where  the  demand  is  accord¬ 
ing  to  usage  or  writing  recoverable  as  arrears  of  revenue.  There  can  be  no  case  of  usage 
in  the  rase  of  a  temple  assumed  in  1076.  And  no  general  usage  has  been  proved  in 
this  case.  The  fact  that  such  a  usage  exists  in  the  case  of  some  temples  like  those  of 
Vycome  or  Suchiudram  is  no  reason  for  holding  that  the  usage  may  be  extended  to  the 
institution  in  question  in  this  case. 

10.  In  these  circumstances,  we  think  the  District  Judge  rightly  held  that 
Article  12  does  not  apply.  The  Residuary  article  which  provides  6  years  governs  this 
case.  It  is  therefore  within  time. 

11.  The  next  question  is  whether  the  rent  agreed  was  51  and  odd  parahs  or  76  and 
odd  parahs.  The  plaintiff  holds  the  property  under  the  two  successive  mortgage  deeds 
of  1046  and  1051  executed  by'  the  1st  defendant’s  ancestor.  Those  deeds  show-  that 
the  rent  is  only  51  and  odd  parahs.  Ex:  A,  the  Padivoo.  whose  custody  for  more  than 
30  years  is  spoken  to  by  the  plaintiff  also  shows  that  the  rent  is  only  51  and  odd  parahs. 
Exi”  1,  the  Thandaper  of  1035,  shows  that  only  51  &  odd  parahs  were  given  as  rent 
though  It  contains  an  entry  that  the  rent  is  76  &  odd  parahs.  Ex:  II,  Thandaper  of  1052, 
enters  the  rent  as  76  and  odd  parahs  and  quotes  an  account  oE  953  as  the  authority 
for  the  said  entry.  The  defendant’s  1st  witness,  the  Proverty  accountant,  proves  that 
there  are  no  accounts  in  the  Devaswom  to  show  that  the  higher  rate  of  rent  claimed 
was  ever  collected  after  1020.  The  1st  defendant’s  case  is  that  his  ancestor  got  the 
property  for  the  first  time  in  1020,  The  rase  for  the  Sirkar  appears  to  be  otherwise. 
No  accounts  of  the  year  1020  have  been  produced  by  the  Sirkar.  The  plaintiff’s- 
mortgage  deed  of  1046  (Ex:  B)  expressly  refers  to  Ex:  A,  the  Padivu  of  1020,  as  the 
1st  defendant’s  title  deed  for  the  property.  Ex:  E  which  contains  copies  of  the  revenue 
enquiry  about  the  pattom  of  the  plaint  lands  shows  that  the  Thandaper  accounts  up  to 
the  year  1030  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Devaswom.  It  also  shows  that  there  is  no  entry 
relating  to  the  plaint  lands  in  the  Thandaper  between  1031  and  1040.  In  these  circum¬ 
stances,  we.  are  not  prepared  to  accept  the  entries  in  Ex:  I  &  II,  as  it  is  extremely  probable 
that  these  entries  are  simply  copies  made  from  some  recitals  relating  to  some  date  long 
prior  to  1020,  before  the  property  war  leased  to  the  1st  defendant’s  family.  We  there¬ 
fore  accept  Ex:  A  as  true  and  hold  that  the  rate  of  rent  agreed  to  is  51  and  odd  parahs- 
and  not  76  and  odd  parahs. 


apprars 


12.  The 


whether  the  payrn 


paym 


(faefendant’s  1st  witness).  The  receipt  giv< 
the  payment  of  275  parahs  valued  at  412j-  t 
was  paid  on  28tb  Panguny  1077,  in  respect 
1076.'  The  plaintiff  appears  to  have  paid  a 
presumably  for  the  year  1077  on  27th  Paugum  1077. 
payment.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  was  compelled  to  pay  it  under  any 
coercive  process  and*  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  was  paid  under  protest.  (Vide  5  Weekly 
lieporter  p  45).  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  payment  of  the  rent  at  the  higher 
rate  for  the  year  1078.  The  plaintiff’s  payment  of  arrears  for  11  yo^c  -r  07  k  ...Ti... 
alone  appearsto  have  been  done  to  avoid  attachment. 


u.o  moveables  were  distrained. 

11  to  the  plaintiff  (D)  itself  shows  that 
.Hams  were  made  alter  attachment.  This 
if  the  arrears  for  11  years  from  1066  to 
the  higher  rate  of  76  and  odd  parahs  ' 
n,  in  7  Ti  ..  -  -  4...  a.  _  voluntary 


re  of  275  parahs 


13.  The  next  and  last  question  is  whether  the  Devaswom  is  entitled  to  the 
excess  levied  from  the  plaintiff*  As  already  found  the  land  in  question  was  leased  in 
1020  under  Ex:  A.  The  duration  of  the  tenancy  is  not  limited  to  any  fixed  term. 
The  Sirkar  may  probably  put  an  end  to  the  tenancy.  But  till  that  is  done  the  tenant 
is  not  bound  to  pay  as  rent  anything  in  excess  of  the  rate  stipulated  in  Ex:  A.  In  this 
case  it  is  not  shown  that  the  tenancy  was  determined  at  any  rime  by  notice,  forfeiture 

Transfer  of  Property  Act.  The  Sirkar.  it  has  to  be  noted  does  not  claim  the  excess 
collected  as  enhancement  of  rent.  But  it  claims  it  as  the  balance  of  the  rent  originally 
agreed  upon.  It  lrn  been  shown  that  the  rent  originally  fixed  is  51  and  odd  parahs 
only.  Therefore  it  is  clear  that;  the  Sirkar  is  not  entitled  to  claim  the  excess  recovered 
from  the  plaintiff. 

14.  The  plaintiff  is  therefore  given  a  decree  for  the  value-  of  275  parahs  of 
paddy  alone  i.  e.}  1100  fanams  with  interest  from  date  of  suit  at  6  per  cent  and 
proportionate  costs  on  the  same.  The  plaintiff's  suit  for  the  balance  is  dismissed  with 
costs  on  the  said  amount  to  the  Sirkar. 

1.  J  agree  in  the  order  proposed  by  my  learned  brother  arid  l  concur  in  his 
.  decision  ou  the  facts  and  on  the  question  of  payment  under  protest.  I  wish,  however, 

to  add  a  few  words  as  the  precise  article  of  Limitation  Act  applicable  to  such  cases  is 
not  free,  from  doubt  and  the  question  of  payment  under  protest  is  also  an  important 
question.  In  I.  L.  R.  22  Madras  1.00,  it  was  no  doubt  held  that  payments  not  made 
under  coercion  cannot  be  recovered.  But  the  authority  oi  that  case  lias  been  shaken  by 
the  Full  Bench  case  in  I.  L.  R.  25  Madras  548,  where  Their  Lordships  say  (pages  551  & 

552)“Section  72  of  the  Indian  Contract  Act . merely  says  that  a  person  to  whom. 

money  has  been  paid  under  coercion  must  repay  it.  The  section  in  no  way  affects  the 
principle  of  law  that  where  the  defendant  has  received  monev  which  in  justice  and 
equity  belongs  to  the  plaintiff  under  circumstances  which  render  the  receipt  of  it  a 
receipt  by  the  defendant  tor  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  the  plaintiff  is  enti  bled  to  recover.  This 
was  the  view  taken  by  the  Calcutta  High  Court  (I.  L.  R.  15  Cal.  656)  and  with  this 
view,  we  agree”.  In  that  case  also,  the  defendant  merely  attempted  to  exercise  certain 
powers  and  the  plaintiff  paid  up  the  excessive  amount  claimed  in  order  to  prevent  such 
exercise  and  it  was  held  that  though  there  was  no  formal  protest,  he  was  entitled  to 
recover.  So  in  5  W.  R  47  Mr.  Justice  Seton-Karr  says  that,  having  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  Indian  population,  the  mere  fact  that  the  payment  was  made  with  a  . 
denial  of  defendant’s  right  to  the  money  paid  should  be  treated  as  formal  and  sufficient 
protest. 

2.  On  the  question  of  Limitation  it  seems  tome  that  if  the  suit  is  to  be  treated 
as  for  recovery  of  money  received  bj-  the  defendant  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff,  article  • 
47  of  the  Limitation  Regulation  would  apply  and  the  period  will  he  3  years.  In  A. 

S.  22S  of  1075  decided  by  Vencobachariar  0.  J.,  and  Govinda  Pillai,  JM  they  seem  to 
have  held  that  article  24  may  apply  (“compensation  for  any  wrong  independent  of  con¬ 
tract”)  and  the  period  will  be  2  years.  My  learned  colleague  thinks  that  the  Residuary  : 
article  applies.  After  giving  my  best  consideration,  I  think  that  article  47  seems  the 
most  appropriate  article.  In  any  view,  the  plaintiffs  claim  for  the  recovery  of  the 
amount  collected  by  him  in  1077  is  not  barred. 

3.  As  to  whether  the  rent  collected  by  ihe  State  as  temporary  manager  of  a 
Hindu  Religious  Institution,  the  income  being-  strictly  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  the  said 
Institution  can  be  called  ‘Public  Revenue’  within  the  meaning  of  section  59  of  the  revenue 
Recovery  Regulation,  a  few  words  might  be  allowed.  ‘Public’  means  (‘Century 
Dictionary’) ‘of  or  belonging  to  the  people  at  large;  relating  to  or  affecting  the  whole 
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he solutions . 


2.  Reduction  of  the  number  of  kist 
instalments  from  seven  recently  notified 
still  further  to  four  (or  other  reduced 
number')  uniformly  throughout  the  State 
as  in  the  Madras  Presidency  so  as  to 
leave  the  village  officials  free  for  a  good 
portion  of  the  year  to  attend  to  the  duties 
of  Lund  Records  Maintenance  hereafter 
to  be  strictly  enforced. 


2.  Resolved  that  with  a  view  to  leave 
the  village  officials  tree  from  the  duties  of 
tax  collection  for  a  good  portion  of  the  veur 
to  enable  them  to  attend  to  the  duties  oJ. 
Land  Records  Maintenance,  the  six  equal  lost 
instalments  now  fixed  tor  payment  o!  tax 
due  for  the  Kanm  and  Kumbhom  crops  lor 
wet  lands  be  reduced  to  four^cqual  instal¬ 
ments,  the  instalments  for  the  Ivnnmcrop  be¬ 
ing  made  payable  m  Kanm  aud  Thulam  and 
thosedor  the  Kumbhcm  crop  m  Kumbhom 
and  Meenam,  and  the  instalments  ior  garden 
tax  be  reduced  from  six  to  lour  equal  instal¬ 
ments  and  made  payable  m  the.  months  ol 
Kanm.  Thulam,  Kumbhom  and  Meenom.  The 
existing  instalments  for  the  Medom  crop  iu 
punjah  lands  in  north  Travancore  viz.,  Medom 
auct  Edavom,  need  not  be  interfered  with. 


3.  The  Survey  Superintendent’s  3.  The  Survey  Superintendent  pro- 
proposal  regarding  poses  for  one  Survey  Division  of  four  taluks 

(1)  the  class  and  number  of  new  as  freed  by  him, 
officers  to  be  appointed  for  Land  Records  one^and  Records  Tahsildar  pay'  Rs.  1  2b 
Stair;  plus  allowance  Rs.  30  or  155 

One  draftsman  25 

One  clerk  20 

Four  peons  24 

Four  taluk  Surveyors,  one  for  each  taluk 
on  Rs.  40  each  1  fi  0 

Twelve  measurers  or  3  measurers  for 
each  taluk  on  Rs.  G  each  72 


Total  per  mensem  Rs.  450 
For  the  year  Rs.  5.472. 

For  the  whole  State,  8  times  the  above 
amount  or  Rs.  43,77c 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  will  be  at 
the  head  a  Superintendent  of  Survey  and 
Land  Records  helped  by  an  Assistant  m  the 
Land  Records  Department 
In  the  Madras  Presidency  the  Mainten¬ 
ance  Staff  for  each  District  consists  ol 
(a)  One  Land  Records  Tahsilclar  on 
Rs,  150  plus  a  local  allowance  of  Rs.  10-10- 
50  with  an  establishment  of 

One  Deputy  Surveyor  on  Rs.  25-30 
One  clerk  on  Rs.  20 

One  draftsman  ou  Rs.  20 

Two  peons  on  7  each 

(h)  one  Land  Records  Inspector  for  each 
taluk  on  Rs.  3o  or  40  with  a  local  allowance 
of  Rs.  10. 


(2)  tlu:  respective 


The  taluk  smnprctMes  have  now  but 
little  work  and  they,  after  being  trained  in 
survey,  may  be  appointed  as  Land  Records 
and  Revenue  Inspectors,  the  work  that  they 
are  now  doing  being  transferred  to  other 
taluk  subordinates.  One  peon  from  the  taluk 
may  be  allotted  to  each  of  the  Revenue  In- 

:  In  regard  to  the  specific  duties  to  be 

assigned  to  the  above  officers  in  Land  Re¬ 
cords  Maintenance  and  their  control,  rales 
will  have  to  be  drawn  up  as  far  as  possible 
on  the  model  of  those,  in  force,  in  the  Madras 
Presidency. 


e  Mr.  Krishna  Rao 


anting. 


.  Opening  District  survey  schools 
!  immediate  training  of  the  account- 

and  tlicir  compulsory  deputation  Division 
^  ■  Revenue  Inspectors  or  Sumperthics,  pruverti- 


4.  Resolved  that  itinerant  survey 
schools  for  6  weeks  in  a  year  be  hold  at 
settled  taluk  centres  for  the  present,  by  the 


^yors  assisted  by  their 
ling  Land  Records  and 

id  accountants.  Tahsildars 


5.  Preparation  of  held  measure-  5  &  6.  Resolved  that  plotted  field 
jnent  sketches  for  the  use  of  the  Land  measurement  sketches  in  duplicate  for  Land 
Records  Maintenance  establishment  by  Records  Maintenance  as  proposed  by  the 
draftsmen  or  village  accountants  after  Survey  Superintendent  be  prepared  by  the 
traiumg  or  by  both  for  early  completion.  Division  draftsmen  and  Suraprethies  or 

Land  Records  and  Revenue  Inspectors  and 

6.  Taking  five  copies  by  the  ferro-  village  accountants  after  survey  training 
prussiate  process  of  field  measurement  under  the  direction  of  the  Deputy  Surveyors! 
books  for  the  taluk  office,  Huzur  Record  Ferro-  Prussiate  copies  are  not  ’  now  neces- 


We  have  also  considered  the  connected 
question  of  sub-division  and  puduval  sur¬ 
veys  raised  by  the  Survey  Superintendent 
and  resolved  that  work  be  attended  to 
by  the  village  accountants  after  survey 
training  and  that  the  Maintenance  scheme 
be  brought  into  force  .in  settled  taluks  from 
such  dates  as  the  Government  may  fix 
after  such  taluks  are  ready  for  the  introduc- 


Division  Peishcars  and  is  not  strictly  within  the  scope  of  the  reference  made  to  us.  We 
may  in  this  connection  suggest  the  raising  of  the  present  pay  of  the  village  accountant 
which  is  8  Rs.  The  viruthy  system  has  been  abolished.  Paddy  tax  has  been  commuted 
into  money.  The  taluk  accouuts  have  been  simplified.  The  village  accounts  might  be 
similarly  modelled  and  simplified.  The  number  of  kists  which  were  originally  10'  have 
been  recently  reduced  to  6  with  2  separate  instalments  for  the  Medom  crop  in  punja 
lands  in  ISorth  Travancore.  Those  instalments  are  in  our  view  capable  of  further 
reduction  as  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  next  para.  With  the  great  relief  afforded  by  the 
above  changes  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties  of  Lana  Records  Maintenance  can 
well  be  attended  to  by  the  existing  village  establishment  without  prejudice  to  their 


comprising  4  taluks  comes  to,  under  this  scheme  :  — 


One  Land  Records  Officer,  pay  Its.  125,  allowance  Rs.  30  Rs.  155 

One  Draftsman  on  Rs.  25,  one  clerk  on  Rs.  20  and  4  peons  on 

Rs.  24.  „  69 

For  each  taluk  a  taluk  Surveyor  Rs.  40  and  3  measurers  at 

Rs.  6  each.  So  for  4  taluks  „  232 

Total  Rs.  456 
For  a  year  Rs.  5472 

The  Survey  Superintendent  adds  that  the  duty  of  Land  Records  Maintenance 
cannot  well  he  entrusted  to  the  taluk  Tahsildars  without  prejudice  either  to  their  regu¬ 
lar  revenue  duties  or  the  Land  Record  Maintenance  work,  that  not  having  been  fur¬ 
nished  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Carr’s  report  on  the  Maintenance  of  Land  Records  he  cannot 
state  exactly  what  arrangements  have  been  made  in  the  Madras  Presidency  regarding 
the  work  and  that  he  believes  that  his  scheme  is  more  or  less  on  the  lines  of  the  system 
Uow  introduced  in  the  Madras  Presidency  as  an  experimental  measure.  In  para  8  of 
his  letter  No.  543/296  dated  4th  September  1906  the  Survey  Superintendent  says:— 
“  As  the  reorganised  Survey  Department  will  then  have  two  branches  of  work  as  detailed 
above,  I  propose  that  the  reorganised  department  may  be  appropriately  designated  a® 
“The  Survey  and  Land  Records  Department".  In  the  supervision  of  the  two  branches 
of  work,  the  Superintendent  of  Survey  and  Land  Records  will  be  assisted  by  two  officers 
(an  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Survey  for  the  Survey  Branch  and  another  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Land  Records  for  the  Land  Records  Branch)”.  'i  " 

The  Maintenance  staff  of  a  District  in  the  Madras  Presidency  (see  pp.  12  &  13 
of  Madras  Government  Order  No.  1212  dated  30th  November  1903)  consists  of 

(a)  One  Land  Records  Tahsildar  on  Rs.  150  plus  a  local  allowance  of  Rs.  10-10 
50  with  au  establishment  consisting  of 


1  Draftsman  on  Rs.  20 

2  Peons  on  Rs.  Teach,  and 


The  Advantages  o£  p 
manifest.  The  Gove 


plies  in  a  convenient  form  all  die  details  noted  above.” 
a  series  of  field  maps  on  the  lines  above  indicated  are 
at  the  recommendation  of  the  Survey  Superintendent 
rary  survey  establishment  costing  about  Rs,  190  a  month 


department.  That  establishment  has  been  in  existent 
held  books  pertaining  to  7  taluks.  But  as  the  axis; 
■have  not  been  plotted,  to  scale  and  as  it  is .  necessary  . 
plotted  to  scale  for  the  purpose  of  Land  Records  Maint 
of  no  use  now.  The  Survey  Superintendent  says  th 


le  1,980,000  fields  in  Travancore  can  be 
neither  a  separate  establishment  nor  the 
1th  of  time  is  necessary.  The  plotting  of 
village  Karnams  in  many  Districts  of  the 


he  services  of  the  village  officials  as  in  the  Madras  I 
survey  and  plotting.  In  the  scheme  for  training  proverti 
raining  Land  Records  and  Boundary  marks  dated  13  Jam 


Is  of.  fields  sub-divided  by  settlement,  department  will  be  obtained 
;.  If  not  available  re-measurement  should  be  made)  and  demarcation 
E  fresh  cultivation  with  already .  surveyed  boundaries  and  plotting 

here  are  in  the  village  establishment  of  Travancore  847  accountants  & 
he  work  of  preparing  field  measurement  books  may  be  wholly 
Eter  they  are  trained  in  survey  and  that  no  separate  professional 
be  employed  for  the  purpose.  With  the  available  village  staff  the 
e  believe,  be  finished  in  about  a  year  after  commencement  without 
.her  duties.  The  plotted  field  measurement  sketches  may  be  prepared 
e  do  not  thiDk  it  necessary  that  ‘ferro-prussiate  'copies’  need-  ■ 
al  professional  agency  at  great  cost.  Copies  applied  for  by  ryots 
s  can  likewise  be  prepared  from  time  to  time  by  the  same  agency,. 
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Tne  first  part  of  the  next  resolution  tint  we  have  nasseJ  relates  to  subdivision 
and  puduval  surveys,  the  cadastral  revision  survey  of  the  accumulated  arrears  of  sub¬ 
divisions  and  puduvals  referred  to  by  the  Superintendent  in  las  letters  Ko.  88/29 
dated  1 1th  March  130o  &. )4< )/2:)b  dated  4th  September  l:)0o.  which  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  wants  to  be  carried  out  by  the  professional  survey  derartment  and  for  which  it  is 
estimated  by  him  the  services  of  the  field  survey  party  will  be  required  for  6  or  8  years. 
The  first  item  relates  to  the  survey  of  sub-divisions  made  by  tile  settlement  department 
after  survey  as  also  to  sub-divisions  madebv  rvots  bv  partition  or  transfer  after  settlement, 
to  the  survey  of  puduvals  taken  up  and  reclaimed  after  survey  and  either  already  regis¬ 
tered  or  which  hav e  to  be  registered.  A  portion  of  the  puauval  surecy  has  alredv  been 
done  by  the  survey  department.  The  sub-dmsion  survey  work  has  not  been  taken  up 
by  them.  But  as  the  settlement  department  have  prepared  divide  or  shape  plans  of  the 
sub-divisions  with  measurement,  the  work  of  subdivision  survey  will  not  be  found  to  be 
very  difficult.  The  village  agenev  after  survey  training  can  well  attend  to  that  work 
also  as  their  compeers  m  the  Madras  Presidency  are  doing  and  finish  it  m.  sav.  about  :t 
year  or  two.  The  same  remark  applies  to  puduval  surveys  also.  It  is  hsewise  a  matter 
for  consideration  whether  in  the  taluks  of  Thodupuzha  and  Meenachil  taken  up  for 
settlement  last  year  and  this  as  well  asm  the  taluks  of  Alengad,  kunnathunau  <v  Muvattu- 
puzha  in  which  settlement  work  will  be  commenced  soon  professional  surveyors  may  not 
lie  placed  under  tile  orders  of  the  Party  Officers  for  sub-divisions  and  puduvals  being 
regularly  surveyed.  Such  an  arrangement  will  lighten  the  labor  of  the  classifiers,  do  away 
with  the  necessity  of  surveying  the  subdivisions  and  puduvals  afterwards  and  will  reduce 
the  total  cost  of  the  work.  The  arrangement  seems  to  have  been  adopted  m  some 
Districts  in  the  Madras  Presidency  and  with  success. 

The  second  part  of  the  above  mentioned  resolution  refers  to  the  date  of  introduction 
•of  the  maintenance  scheme.  That  scheme  can  be  introduced  only  in  settled  taluks  the 
Surveys  records  of  which  have  been  brought  into  proper  shape.  Before  bringing  into 
effect  the  scheme  in  its  entirety  one  portion  of  it  viz.,  the  appointment  of  Division  Deputy 
Surveyor  and  their  establishment  has  to  be  first  made  and  that  agency  utilised  for  hold¬ 
ing  survey  schools  and  training  the  Samprethies  and  Tillage  establishment  in  survey  and 
plotting.  The  Tahsildars  too  have  to  be  trained  ill  survey.  The  plotted  field  measure¬ 
ment  books  must  be  prepared  and  got  ready.  It  will  also  be  a  matter  for  consideration 
whether  the  arrears  of  subdivision  and  puduval  survey  work,  where  very  heavy,  should 
not  be  taken  up  and  fiuished  by  the  accountants  before  introducing  the  maintenance 
scheme  in  its  entirety.  Hence  our  proposal  that  the  maintenance  scheme  should  be 
brought  into  force  in  settled  taluks  from  such  dates  as  the  Government  may  fix. 


Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  held  by  us  are  herewith  sent  and  the 
enclosures  of  your  letter  returned. 


We  have  &c., 

(Sd).  S.  PADMANABHA  AIYAR 
(Sd).  It.  MAHADEYA  AIYAR 
(Sd).  C.  RAGHAVACHARI 


Settlement  Central  Office, 


Camp  Thackalny,  29th  October  1906. 


To 


The  ChieE  Secretary 


Government. 


In  continuation  o£  my  letter  No.  1584  dated  24th  Instant,  I  have  the, 
honor  to  forward  herewith  copy  o £  No.  II  Party  Officer’s  letter  No.  128  dated  26th 
instant  and  to  request  the  favour  of  an  early  reply  to  this  Office  No.  86/C  dated  Slst 
Ultimo.  Although  the  Conservator’s  decision  to  calculate  the  value  of  bamboos  at  2' 
lis.  per  dump  dispenses  with  the  necessity  of  counting  the  bamboos  separately  yet  the 
classifiers  have  to  go  out  again  into  the  fields  throughout  the  whole  of  the  taluk  to 
determine  the  number  of  bamboo  clumps  in  each  puduval  and  that  work  will  necessarily 
take  time  and  delay  the  closing  of  settlement  operations.  I  would  therefore  again  urge 
with  a  view  to  the  speedy  completion  of  settlement  in  the  taluks  of  Kottarakara, 
Pathanapuram  and  Kunnathur  that  the  work  of  counting  bamboo  clumps  in  these  taluks 
which  has  been  brought  to  notice  at  the  last  stage  by  the  Forest  Department  be  left 
to  that  department  itself.  The  value  of  bamboo  clumps  if  not  paid  on  demand  by  the 
Forest  Department  may  be  realised  by  the  taluk  authorities  as  arrears  of  revenue. 

I  h 


No.  18297/R.  7698. 


To 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  30th  October  1906. 

The  Acting  Dewan  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement, 


In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  72/C  dated  4th  I’ltimo,  I  am  directed  to 
inform  you  that  Government  agree  with  you  in  the  view  that  while  you  and 
your  Assistants  may  exercise  the  powers  of  revision  referred  to  at  the  close  of  para 
I;  of  the  Proceedings  of  Government  No.  S/262  dated  23rd  September  1904  by 
rectifying  errors  and  irregularities  brought  to  notice  on  the  spot  they  cannot  entertain 
individual  applications  from  parties  except  on  the  spot,  as  aforesaid,  this  latter  power 
l«ing  reserved  to  Government.  This  order  however  is  not  meant  to  affect  the 
discretion  vested  in  the  Assistants  appointed  to  hear  and  dispose  of  objections  on  rough 
jpattahs  to  correct  any  errors  or  omissions  that  might  lie  brought  to  their  notice. 

I  have  &c, 

(Signed)  A.  J.  VIEYRA, 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 
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Ifo.  18418/R.7762 


Hiusur  Cutcherry, 


Trivandrum,  30th  October  1906.. 


Acting  Dewn  Peislu 


August  last  regarding  the  treat- 
taluk,  I  am  directed  to  inform 


.e  proposals  therein  made  are  sanctioned.  Jt  is  n 
le  to  ascertain  whether  the  buildings  standing  on  lekoms  164,  165,  166 
i  the  Mavelikara  Thampurans  and  the  registry  ordered  only  if 


lerewith  returned. 

I  have  &c., 

(Sd).  A.  J.  VIETRA, 
Chief  Secretary  to  G-overi 


2To.  18417/7763. 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 
Trivandrum,  80th  October  1906. 


The  Acting  Dewan  PeUhkar, 


respectively  recommending  certain 
pattah  and  thandeper, 
posed  in  the  thandape 


irvey  Committee 
t  the  decision  of 
in  the  form  of: 


1353  and  82/C  dated  loth  and  18th  Ultimo- 
rations  in  the  forms  of  rough  pattah,  fair 
directed  to  inform  you  that  the  modifications  pro- 


>v  of  the  recom- 
number  of  kistsr 
proposal.  The 


(Sd).  A.  J.  VIEYRAj, 


NOTICE. 


In  supersession  of  the  notice  published  on  page  848  of  the  Government  Gazette 
dated  26-0-06/ 12-1 1-81  regarding  the  levy  of  a  seigniorage  on  bamboos  standing  on 
puduval  lands,  it.  is  hereby  notified  for  general  information  mat  a  seigniorage  on  bamboos 
will  in  future  be  levied  at  Ks.  (2)  two  per  clump  irrespective  of  the  number  of  bamboos 
in  each  dump. 


Huzur  Cuteherry,  \  S:  GOPAL  ACIiARIYAR, 

Trivand"mn,  (  Dewan. 

5th  November  1006.  ' 


nJBCYUy.. 

micejfflBa.l(tdxr>loo<flaofo  <$a.<a>a.l<3aascjb  aooWostoo 
oo)  iee,srA  a«)ot>.coa  alt-Qono  .oaora-^  cnajsrA^nici  o  corncob*  <ya-3c> 

cuasms  Qjo-ulao^y^fljrsjlcxvifffionr)  ajfocn^svsra)  o§s>.2J<g  gorwlcm^b  oroAfej-saossm^o  <3ydo} 
aafrmwlooooid  ^vuoxijo  a^o  ^^5ma>]eia&f3fe<o>%i«s  mJosiJ 

&  Aoolcftaoaroo  mnr^m3«aamo 


G.  No.  683/Dept. 


Survey  Office, 

Trivandrum,  6th  November  1906. 


The  Superintendent, 


The  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


I  have,  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  1684  dated  2nd 
Instant,  asking  for  my  views  on  the  proposal  of  attaching  surveyors  to  the  settle¬ 
ment  Parties  lor  the  survey  of  puiluvaU  and  sub-divisions  and  enquiring  whether 
surveyor-  r.'i  b»  spired  from  this  department. 

The  proposal  which  has  already  been  brought  before  Government  for  orders 
in  the  report  ot  the  Survey  Committee  does  not  appear  to  be  impracticable  and  may 


s-, 


1  he  present  practice  is  to  bare  rough  measurements  taken  o t  the  putluivais 
"by  die.  settlement  subordinates  and  send  them  to  the  survev  department,  for  purposes 
oi  ucourate  surv«}  of  the  m-opcrties.  lhe  survey  department  conduct  a  regular  survev 
jum  furnish  area  lists  an<l  plans  to  the  settlement  department  who  have  m  accordance 
therewith  to  issue  pattahs.  But  it  often  happens  that  the  survey  records  are 
received  at  a  late,  stage  m  the  settlement  operations  and  there  is  consequently  difficulty 

during  settlement  an  accurate  survev  lias  vet  to  he  made,  pattahs  being  now  issued  on  the 
rough measurements  taken  bv  the  settlement  subordinates,  loremedv  the  evil.  I  wrote 
mid  asked  "Nos.  VI  and  VII  Party  Officer*  whether  the  survey  of  pudmuU  and 
subdivisions  can  be  conducted  under  their  control  pan  /nssu  with  settlement,  operations 
In-  surveyors  appointed  for  the  purpose  working  under  them.  Their  answer  is  m 
the  affirmative  and  they  have  m  their  letters  mention :d  tile  strength  of  the  survey 
stall  that  will  be  required  lor  the  purpose,  i  also  invited  the  views  of  the  Survey 
Superintendent  m  the  matter  and  he  says  that  the  proposal  is  not  impracticable  and 
iniiv  be  given  a  trial.  J  lie  follow  mg  observations  made  bv  the  Land  Records  Maintenance 
Committee  m  para  10  of  their  report  inav  ue  quoted  here.  "It  is  likewise  a  matter  for 
consideration  whether  m  the  taluks  of  Todupnzha  and  Mecnackil  taken  up  for  settlement 
Inst  year  and  tins,  as  veil  as  m  the  taluks  of  Alengad,  himnatbunad  and  Miivattup/ba 

placed  under  the  orders  of  the  Party  Officers  for  suh-chvis  011s  and  puduvals  being 
regularly  surveyed.  Such  an  arrangement  will  lighten  the  labor  o(  the 
-classifiers,  do  awav  with  the  necessity  of  surveying  the  ?uo-divisions  and  puduvals 

iiaee  been  adopted  m  some  Districts  m  die  Madras  Presidency  and  with  success,  ■ 

may  with  advantage  and  economy  he  conducted  l>y  professional  surveyors  under  die 
control  of.  Party  Officers. 

If  my  proposal  meets  with  the  approval  of'  Government,  T  shall  submit 
lists  of  the  staff  ^  required  for  survey.  The  qualified  subordinates  m  the  survey 

if  necessary. 


I  have  <&c., 

(Sd)  S.  P  A  D  M  A  N  A  B  H  A  i  A I Y  A M , 
Acting  Settlement  Dewan-Peishkar. 


Proceedings  of  the  Government  of  His  Highness  the 
Maha  Rajah  of  Travancore. 

Appeal  case  No.  1  Off  of  3081. 


Appellant: — Ambulavana  Pandarasannithi  of  Thirivadathuru  M adorn  by;  Vakil 


The  appeal  is  therefore  allowed  and  orders  -mil  issue  accordingly. 

(Sd.)  s.  gopalachariyar, 
DEW  AN. 


Huzur  Cutcherry, 

m,  29th  November  1906. 


rarded  to  the  Acting  'TJev/an  Peishuu 


(Sd.):  It.  MAHADEVA  AIYA.E, 


of  the  new  rule  requiring  the  levy  o£  seigniorage  on  bamboos  standing  on  puduval 
lands.  The  settlement  operations  in  these  taluks  may  be  proceeded  with  and  com¬ 
pleted  without  recording  the  bamboo  clumps  or  recovering  the  seigniorage 


the  ca.se  of  all  other  taiuks.  the 
work  of  recording  bamboo  clump 
parti  cent  as  ordered  by  Governm 


o  get  the  work  done  by  tl 
-y  hands  according  to 
tion  of  Go 


should  be  strictly  adhered 
nps  ana  recovering  the  seigniorage  done 
iment  whether  the  taluk  is  in  the  stage 
t  stage.  It  is,  however,  discretionary 
irdinary  staff  or  by  the  employment  of 
exigencies  of  work  in  each  taluk.  In  the 


3.  The  proposal  to  entrust  this  work  to  the  forest  department  and  to  make 
a  note  in  the  puttuhs  that  she  seigniorage  on  bamboos  will  be  levied  hereafter  by 
that  department  and  recovered  as  arrears  of  revenue,  does  not  commend  itself  to 


(Sd)/. 


VIKYRA, 


Chief  Secretary 


No.-il224/R.I 


Trie 


Iluzur  Cutcherry, 

Irum,  3rd  December  1906. 


The  Devati  Peishkar, 

Revenue  Settlement. 


With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  16-14  dated  31»t  October  last  regarding 
the  puduval  survey  in  the  taluks  of  Kottarakara,  Pathanapuram,  Kunn&thur  and 
Kottayam,  I  am  directed  to  forward  herewith  for  your  information  copy  of  letter 
No.  705/304  of  the  15th  Ultimo  from  the  Survey  Superintendent  on  the  subject 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  survey  of  puduvals  in  Kottarakara  taluk  is 
expected  to  be  completed  by  January  next  and  that  the  records  of  each  pakudi  as  it 
Jets  ready  will  be  handed  over  to  your  department.  In  regard  to  the  other  taluks 
the  Superintendent  says  that  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  para  6  of  his  letter  he  is 
unable  to  state  definitely  when  the  work  will  be  completed.  Tn  the  face  of  the  fact 
that  in  your  office  letter  No.  392  dated  19th  April  1906  to  the  Survey  Superin¬ 
tendent  no  mention  was  made  of  these  taluks  and  that  notice  -was  given  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  urgency  of  the  survey  records  of  these  three  taluks  only  in  October 
lust  and  considering  that  supplemental  lists  were  being  sent  from  your  department  till 
i  1082,  the°Survey  Superintendent  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  delay’ 
'  •  '■*  :n  these  taluks.  Tlie  Superintendent  nas  u" . 


i  completing  tl 


1600 


pueh  on  with,  the  work  aa  expeditiously  as  possible  in  the  taluks  and  when  the  revi 
forecast  called  for  in  this  office  No.  R.  8411  dated  15th  Ultimo  is  received  from  y 
the  question,  will  be  considered  whether  .the  survey  of  puduvals  should  }>c  fm  t 
expedited  so  as  to  furnish  your  department  with  the  records  in  time  for  chitta  w<- 
As  regards  the  survey  of  puduvals  in  Anchal  and  Punalur  villages,  Pathanapur 
taluk,  the  Superintendent  seems  to  have  misunderstood  the  orders  of  Government 
this  respect,  lie  has  now  been  told  that  the  order  cannot  apply  to  puduv 
registerd  prior  to  the  date  of  the  order  and  that  he  should  therefore  proceed  u 


s  regards  the  points  explained  b 


o  you  t 


should  s 


•vey  all  f 


d  rectify  any  i 
your  department  rather  than  confine  i 
meets  of  which  are  furnished  by  y 
letter  No.  1715  dated  9  th  Ultimo  ana  u 
No.  li.  8492  dated  19th  Idem.  This  how 
settlement  work.  The  department  may  confine  itself  to  the  puduvals  actually  re 
before  survey  and  need  not  take  note  of  any  new  numbers  brought  to  light  at  tht 
which  may  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  r™- . .  i 


merely  to  the  numhers  the  ro' 
department,  as  suggested  by  v< 
- j  by  Government  in 


H.  In  the  case  of  the  6  new  taluks  recently  taken  up  for  settlement  in 
the  Kottayam  Division,  it  hi  hoped  that  difficulties  of  the  kind  now  brought  *.> 
notice  will  not  be  experienced  as  by  the  special  arrangement  sanctioned  in  this  office 
latter  No.  II.  8546  dated  20th  Ultimo  the  survey  of  puduvals  will  proceed  simultaneous¬ 
ly  with  settlement  operations. 


I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  R.  MAHADEVA  AITAR, 

For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


No.  705/804. 


Fr 


Survey  Office, 


Trivandrum,  13th  November  190**. 


The  Superintendent, 


The  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  the  receipt  of  your  No.  19154/11.  8129  dated 


9th  instant,  forwarding  copy  o?  Settlement 
October  1906  about  puduval  survey  in  the  ■ 
and  Patlianapuram  and  requesting  me  to  re 
the  records  to  the  settlement  department  at 
work  in  those  taluks  and  hand  over  the  ret 


at  once  the  ca 
an  1  expect  n 
to  the.  settlcmc 


2.  The  original  cadastral  survey  of  a  taluk  com 

(i)  all  ayakut  holdings, 

(ii)  all  puduvala  registered  by  tin: 

(iii)  all  waste  lands  occupied'withoui 
irvey  party  leaving  the  taluk. 


Such  a  cadastral 
lplctcd  and  maps  ar 


comprising  properties 


Kottarakara  1893  A.  D. 

Pattanapuram  1896  A.  1>. 

Kothiyam  1S97  ,  A.  I). 

Kimnathur  1894  A.  D. 


During  t 
they  have,  lx 
work  of  the  r 
the  names  of  applicai 
by  the  settlement  deps 


irs’  stay  of  the  settlement  parties  m  these  taluks, 
ittling  the  properties  as  per  survey,  been  doing  the 
so  in  the  registration  of  fresh  lands  (puduvuls)  iu 
se  fields  newly  registered  and  taken  into  their  accounts 


:i  furnished  to  this  depart¬ 


ed  0f  which  have  to  be  gone  through  before  : 
settlement  department.  This  fact  is  left  out 
Peishear,  when  he  reports  to  Government  th: 
areas  and  maps  of  the  puduvals  from  this  de 


,iU„  on  till  the  beginning  of  Thulam  1081  m.  e.,  s 
>n  of  the  original  survey  of  the  State,  that  pudux 
cientty  large  scale.  Even  then,  as  between  a  third 
field  party  was  engaged  in  the  Cardamon*  Hills  for  about  6  months  the 
could  be  engaged  only  for  the'last  8  months  of  the  y< 
work  done  by  the  department  in  the  survey  of  puduvu 


jar  in  Mhiacb.il  taluk  was 
is  then  alone  i  e.t  on  coinpk — 

the  strength  of  the 


Kaltulam 

Vilavancode 


Triv 


Chirayinkil 

Kottarakara 

Mavehkara 
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fi.  Lastly  about  the  time  that  may  be  required  for  the  completion  o£  puduval 
survey  in  tin  taluks  referred  to  in  the  Government  letter  under  reply.  As  regards  the 
urgency  of  the  puduval  records  o£  Kottarakara  taluk,  I  was  first  informed  in  Settlement 
Dew  an  Peishear’s  No.  528  dated  6th  April  1906;  and  I  at  once  diverted  some  surveyors 
to  this  taluk  also  from  the  neighbouring  ones.  The  field  work  has  now  been  nearly 
completed  and  office  mapping  processes  are  going  on.  Puduval  survey  records  of  two 
villages  have  now  been  supplied;  and  those  of  the  test  will  be  supplied  village  by 
village  as  they  arc  got  ready  by  January  next,  as  I  have  already  intimated  to  the  Settle¬ 
ment  Dewan  Peishkar  in  this  Office  No.  611/401  dated  8th  October  1906,  copy  of  which 
he  himself  has  sent  with  his  report  to  Government. 


As  regards  the  other  3  taluks,  Kottayam,  Pattanapuram  and  Kunnathur,  the  first 
occasion  when  I  was  informed  about  the  urgency  of  their  records,  was  in  his  letterNo. 
1438  dated  3rd  October  1906.  Work  in  Kottayam  and  Pattanapapuram  has  been  started 
and  X  have  issued  orders  to  commence  work  in  Kunnathur  also.  The  figure  given  for 
Kottayam  taluk  -  210  fields  -  is  only  as  per  lists  supplied  on  26  -  9  -  1905.  Supple¬ 
mental  lists  cantaining  1991  numbers  have  very  recently  (Tulam  1 082  )  been  handed 
over  for  survey  to  the  field  officer  of  this  department  by  the  Settlement  Party  Officer. 
I  may  state  here  that  these  supplemental  lists  also  hamper  the  speedy  progress  of  survey 
as  what  might  have  been  done  by  once  going  to  the  spot  if  all  the  work  to  be  done  at 

going  to  and  fro. 


In  Pathanapnram  taluk  I  find  on  examination  of  lists  of  2  villages,  Anchal  and 
Punalur,  that  500  out  of  949  in  the  former  and  650  out  of  1318  in  the  latter  are 
found  to  lie  to  the  east  of  the  line  of  the  proposed  Keserve,  the  puduvals  in  which  were 
ordered  to  be  registered  only  with  the  concurrence  of  the  forest  department  (vide 
Government  Nos.'  3416  /R.1404  and  3413/R.1402  dated  28th  February  1906  to  this 
and  settlement  department).  As  I  did  not  find  from  the  lists  themselves  whether  the 
forest  department  was  .consulted  for  or  had  knowledge  of  the  registry  of  these  pudu- 
vaU,  I  have,  enquired  of  the  Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar  about  these  of  the  forme?  vil¬ 
lage  in  my  Ko.66 1/435  dated  31st  October  1906  and  have  forbidden  the  survey  of 
such  puduvals  pending  his  reply. 
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ay  be  liable  Shops  in  other  parts  of  the  State  should  be  left 
on  the  sites  being  alone  recovered. 

I  have  &c., 

(Sd.)  R.  MAHADEVA  AlYAlt, 
For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government.  . 
to  the  other  Division  Peishkars  and  the  Presidents  of  the  Town 

(Sd).  A.  J.  VIEYRA, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


G.Ko.  772/Dept. No.  479. 


tn,  8th  December  1906. 


nt  Dewan  Peishkar. 


Adverting  to  your  No.  1843  dated  22nd  November  1906,  1  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  20  men,  field  and  testing  surveyors,  have  been  selected  for  deputation  to 
the  settlement  parties,  and  orders  have  been  issued  to  the  field  officers  under  whom  the 
surveyors  are  working  to  relieve  and  direct  them  to  report  themselves  forthwith  to  the 
Assistant  Settlement  Peishkar  in  charge  of  Parties  Nos.  VI  and  VII.  As  soon  as  they  are 
relieved  and  the  dates  of  relief  are  reported  to  this  office,  I  shall  forward  a  list  showing 
the  names  of  surveyors  deputed,  their  pay,  date  of  relief  &c., 

2.  Six  sheets(£  quire)  of  hand  made  foolscap  paper  with  sectional  lines  printed  on 
them  have  been  supplied  to  each  surveyor  for  his  immediate  use  on  joining  settlement 

parties,^  ^  ^  gamij  kind  of  paper  are  forwarded  herewith  as  requested  in  your 

letter  under  reply. 

g.  Copy  of  the  instructions  regarding  the  mode  of  conducting  survey  of  puduvals 
and  subdivisions,  issued  for  the  guidance  of  the  surveyors  deputed  to  the  settlement 


mOLOSUBK 
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2.  With  tins  sha 
tWibd  V"lTflt) 
sectional  paper. 


0.  The  sub-dr 


ie  of:  the  revenue  field,  they  should  goto  the  sp< 
>  method  of  triangles  and  offsets.  They  nee. 
■s  to  plot  the  sub-divisions  in  the  revenue  field 


ons  should  he  plotted  within  the  revenue  field  c 
surements  taken  should  be  entered  on  it.  If  there 
self  for  entering  all  the  chain  line  and  offset  mens 
ely  in  the  margin  of  the  sectional  paper.  Thi 
the  sub-divisions. 


:  sectional 
no  sufficient 
meats,  they 
will  be  the 


4.  The  areas  of  the  sub-divisions  should  be  calculated  by  the  Area  Square  and  their 
sum  compared  with  that  of  the  revenue  field  taken  from  the  area  list  and  after  adjust¬ 
ment  entered  at  the  top  of  the  sectional  paper. 


5.  When  owing  to  the  small  size  of  the  revenue  field  and  the  large  number  of 
sub-divisions  formed  within  it,  the  shape  of  the  revenue  field  on  the  scale  1  ”  =  5  chains 
pricked  off  from  the  litho  map  is  not  found  convenient  the  whole  revenue  field  and  its 
sub-diyisioris  should  be  surveyed  by  the  method  of  triangles  and  offsets  and  plotted  on. 
a  page  of  the  sectional  paper  to  either  of  the  scales  1  ”  =  2  chains,  1  ”  -  1  chain 
according  to  the  size  of  the  revenue  field.  The  areas  of  the  sub-divisions  should  be 
taken  the  by  Area  Square  and  adjusted  as  explained  already. 


6.  Puduvals  within  small  survey  numbers  should  also  be  surveyed  in  the  manner 
explained  above  (rules  1  to  d). 


7.  Where  it  is  not  possible  to.  do  so,  the  puduvals  should  be  surveyed  by  the., 
methods  - of  triangles  and  offsets,  by  fcrainglcs  formed  within  the  puduval  itself  so  that 
it  may  be  independently  plotted;  The  puduval  should  then  be  plotted  on  a  page  of 

-  the  sectional  paper  to  convenient  scale  and  area  found  by  the  Area  Square. 

8.  The  plotted  sketches  should  be  in  loose  sheets.  After  the  completion  o!  a. 

'■  village,  they  should  be  arranged  in  the  numerical  order  of  the  survey  numbers  and  stitched 

together  into  books  of  convenient  bulk.  "  "  ,  '  '  ' 

9.  As  soon  as  a  sub-division  or  puduval  is  surveyed  and  plotted  and  its  area 
'-calculated  and  entered  by  the  field  surveyor  (which  should  be  done  in  the  same  day), 

the  measurement  sheet  should  immediately  be  transmitted  to  tlae  testing  surveyorfor 

10.  The  testing  surveyor  though  he  has  to  move  about  much  should  check  10  per 
cent  of  the  field  work  of  each  field  surveyor  as  he  has  only  5  or  6  field  surveyors  under 
him,.  But  he  should  examine  the  area  computation  of  all  revenue  fields  and  sub¬ 
divisions  and  puduvals. 

11.  At  the  foot  of  the  measurement  sheet  the  testing  surveyor  should  stole  the 
fields  and  measurements  tested  by  him  and  attest  itwitk^his  signature.  He  should 
also  certify  that  the  area  computation  of  all  numbers  was  examined  by  him. 

12.  The  testing  surveyor  should  correct  discrepancies  he  finds  in  the  measurements, 
plotting;  and  area  computation  of  the  field  surveyors  and  finally  compare  and  adjust  the 
areas  with  those  given  in  the  area  list, 

13.  Any  large  discrepancies  in  areas,  between  the  survey  area  list  and  those 
calculated  now  by  the  surveyors  which  cannot  be  adjusted  owing'  to  Urge  difference 

-  between  the  present  shapes  of  the  fields  and  those  ofthe  former  survey,  should  be  reported 
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ueasuremcnt  books  arc  attached  for  the  infor- 


Sd/.  G.  K  &RISHRNARAO. 
Superintendent,  Travancore  Survey. 


Survey  Office,  ] 

Stk  Decmber  1906.  j 


Settlement  Central  Office, 


To 


ember  1906. 


The  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  for  the  information  of  Government  copies 
of  No.  7  Party  Officer’s  report  tome  No.  437/57  dated  5-4-1082,  of  its  enclosures  and 
of  my  reply  thereto  in  regard  to  the  registry  of  puthuvals  lying  to  the  east  of  the  line 
shown  in  the  sketch  forwarded  with  your  letter  No.  3413/R.  1402  dated  28th  February 
1906  and  the  grant  of  pattahs  for  registered  holdings  within  Forest  Reserves.  As  |  of 
Thodupuzha  and  £  of  both  Meenachil  and  Moovattupuzha  are  reported  to  lie  to  the  east 
of  the  above  mentioned  line,  the  Party  Office]*’  s  fears  that  settlement  work  will  be  reta  rded 
and  protracted  beyond  the  forecast  time  if  the  above  said  puduvals  are  to  be  registered 
and  pattahs  granted  for  registered  holdings  within  reserves  only  after  reference  to  the 
Forest  Department,  do  not  seem  to  be  quite  unfounded.  I  agree  with  the  Party  Officer 
generally  in  the  observations  made  by  him  in  his  report.  I  am  afraid  that  the  Forest 
Department  must  necessarily  take  time  to  reply  to  the  thousands  of  cases  that  have  to 
be  referred  to  them  in  the  taluks  under  No.  7  Party.  The  difficulty  has  arisen  because 
the  line  drawn  embraces  of  one  of  the  taluks  and  £  of  the  other  two.  It  is  open  to 
Government  to  acquire  registered  holdings  within  reserves  and  I  do  not  see  what  special 
object  will  be  served  by  making  a  reference  to  the  Conservator  before  granting  pattahs 
for  such  propertis.  Except  when  the  puduvals  lie  within  Reserves  proposed  to  he 
formed  hereafter  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  a  reference  to  the  Conservator  in  such 
cases  also.  If  a  plan  with  the  definite  boundaries  of  such  proposed  reserves  is  furnished 
to  the  Party  Officer  the  puthuvals  applied  for  within  them  may  be  excluded  from  settle¬ 
ment  operations.  The  Party  Officer  says  that  in  a  large  no.  of  than  the  so-called 
puduvals  are  simply  excesses  over  ayacut  measurements  and.  being  within  the  ayaent 
boundaries  have  to  be  registered  in  the  names  of  the  occupants.  Reference  in  such  cases 
to  the  Conservator  will  only  be  productive  of  delay. 


I  have  &c.  , 

(Sd).  S.  PADMANABHA  AIYAR, 
Settlement  Dewan  Peishkar. 


Trivandrum,  20th  December 


The  De 


Peishkar, 


Re 


The  Survey  Superintendent  has  addressed  Government  in  his  -• 
No.  32  dated  the  18th  October  last  about  the  recovery  o£  the  cost  o£  sun 
of  Cheruvaili,  Chirakadavu  and  Peruvanthanam  from  the  Vanjipussha 
the  villages  beionv.  It  is  seen  from  Huzur  Sadhanam  No  873  dated 
Government  have  decided  that  the  cost  of  survey  should  be  recover® 
after  the  settlement  of  the  villages.  I  am  therefore  directed  to  reque 
good  as  to  let  me  know  whether  the  three  villages  above  named  have  la 


ter  G.  No.  62S/D. 
■■ev  of  the  villages 
Chief  to  wfein 
29-  10,1069  that 
d  from  the  Chief 
st  you  will  be  so 
sen"  settled  and  if 


(Sd).  R.  MAHADEVA  AIYAR, . 

For  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 
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No.  2067. 


To 


Settlement  Central  Office, 
Trivandrum,  24th  December  1906. 


The  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


Subject: —  Mates  of  assessment,  Pathanapuram  taluk. 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  regarding  the  rates  of  assessment  proposed 
to  be  fixed  for  the  taluk  of  Pathanapuram. 

2.  The  settlement  operations  were  commenced  in  the  taluk  on  the  10th  Vycausy 
1,070  or  nearly  12  years  ago.  No  separate  supervisor  was  appointed  for  the  •  taluk  till 
Margaly  1080,  the  work  of  the  field  staff  having  been  controlled  till  then  by  the  Super¬ 
visor  of  Kottarabara.  The  taluk  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  separate  supervisor  in 
Margaly  1080.  The  cost  incurred  by  Government  on  account  of  settlement  in  the  taluk 
from  the  commencement  up  to  the  end  of  Alpasy  1082  comes  to  Rs  39,639-  23  chs.-10 
cash  or  in  round  numbers  Rs.  40,000. 

3.  Pathanapuram  is  .one  of  the  taluks  of  the  Quilon  Division  lying  to  the  cast  of 
head-quarters  of  the  Division,  the  distance  from  Quilon  to  Punalur,  the  head-quart- 
of  the  taluk  being  27£  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  tbs  north  by  the  taluks  of  Ivuana- 
r  and  Ckeneannur,  on  the  east  by  Shencottah,  on  the  south  by  Kottarabara  and  on 
west  by  the  taluks  of  Kottarabara  and  Runnathur. 

4  The  major  portion  of  the  talub  is  hihy.  Some  of  the  luxuriant  forests  for 
which  Travancove  is  noted  are  to  be  tound  m  this  taluk.  The  land  gradually  rises  to 
the  ev*t  till  it  reaches  the  Ioftv  hills  on  the  border  of  the  taluk.  The  surface  is  very 
uneven  notably  so  f'wa>,d'*  the  east  where  hills  aud  vallevs  alternate  with  a  rich  and 
' luxuriant  forest  abounding  in  valuable  timber  -  yielding  treat  and  a  diversity  o£  wild 
game.  The  forests  of  Kolathnrpushai  are  seldom  missed  by  sportsmen  who  visit 
the  country. 
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5.  The  Ivallada  is  the  only  river  that  flows  through  the  taluk.  The  banks  of 
r>i  the  river  arc  high  and  precipitous  and  its  waters  do  not  serve  the  purposes  of  irrigation. 
Towards  the  western  portions  of  the  taluk  during  the  monsoons  the  waters  overflow 
the  adjoining  lands  sometimes  and  the  alluvium  deposited  enriches  the  soil  to  some 
extent.  In  this  as  in  many  other  northern  taluks  there  is  no  artificial  irrigation  to 
help  cultivation.  There  are  several  mountain  streams  which  form  a  natural  drainage 
and  carry  away  the  rain  waters.  Being  hilly  the  taluk  gets  an  average  rain-fall  of  97*97 
inches  per  annum.  In  the  hot  weather  all  the  streamlets  dry  up.  The  Kallada  is 
navigable  as  far  as  Punalur,  the  dam  put  up  there  by  the  late  Paper  Mill  Company  for¬ 
ming  an  obstruction  for  navigation  higher  up.  A  suspension  bridge,  the  only  one  in 
Travancore,  spans  this  river  at  Punalur  on  the  public  road  from  Quilon  to  Shencottah. 

6.  So  far  as  means  of  communication  arc  concerned  Pathanapuram  is  better 
off  than  several  of  the  northern  taluks  of  Travancore.  The  following  are  the  principal 
roads  running  through  the  taluk  maintained  by  the  Public  Works  Department. 

(i)  The  Quilon  and  Shencottah  road  which  runs  through  the  taluk  which 
runs  for  a  distance  of  about  23  miles  from  Kunnikode  to  Kalduritty. 

(ii)  The  road  from  Trivandrum  to  Courtallam  via  Shencottah  which  after 
running  through  the  taluk  for  a  distance  of  13  miles  joins  the  Quilon  Shencottah  road 
at  Tenmalai. 

(hi)  The  road  from  Ayoor  to  Kolathurpuzha  which  runs  through  the  taluk 
for  a  distance  of  16&  miles. 

(iv)  The  Kayankulam  -  Punalur  road  which  goes  through  the  taluk  for 


(v)  The  road  which  branches  off  from  the  Kayankulam-Punalur  road  at 

(vi)  The  branch  road  of  8  miles  to  Punalur  from  between  the  4th  &  5th  mile 
of  the  Ayoor  -  Kolathurpuzha  road, 

(vii)  The  Main  Central  road  which  touches  the  taluk  at  Ayoor  and  Mylam. 

( viii)  The  road  from  Edamannoor  to  Y eroor  in  the  Kunnathur  taluk  which  runs 
tlirough  the  taluk  for  a  short  distance. 

7.  Besides  the  above  roads  the  Travancore  Branch  of  the  South  Indian  Railway 
runs  through  the  taluk  for  a  distance  of  about  28  miles  and  there  are  4  stations  withiu 
the  limits  of  the  taluk  on  the  line,  viz..,  Kunnikode  or  Avaniswaram,  Punalur,  Edaman  and 

8.  There  are  2  markets  in  the  taluk,  one  at  Punalur  and  the  other  at  Kunni¬ 
kode.  At  the  former  the  fairs  are  held  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays  while  at  the  latter 
they  are  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  In  these  two  markets  the  ryots  find  a  sale  for 
the  produce  they  raise.  Besides  these  two  markets  there  is  a  cattle  fair  at  Kunnikode 
held  on  the  24th  &  25th  of  every  Malabar  month.  It  is  mostly  indigenous  cattle  that 
are  brought  for  sale  to  the  fair. 

9.  As  observed  in  para  5  there  are  no  irrigation  works  in  the  taluk.  Cultivation 
depends  upon  falling  rain,  which  makes  the  agriculture  to  some  extent  precarious. 


10.  The  entire  area  of  the  taluk  is  42 
Been  excluded  as  unfit  for  cadastral  survey.  ' 

305  sq.  miles.  For  purposes  of  revenue  survey  and  settlement  “the  taluk  is  divided 
into  8  pakudis  or  villages.  They  are:  —  i.  Pattazhi,  ii.  Mylam,  iii.  Thalavur. 
iv.  Yilakkudy,  v.  Punalur,  vi.  Edamulakkal,  vii.  Anchal  &  viii.  Pathanapuram,  • 
These  8  villages  formed  the  old  following  seven  proverthies: — 


1612 


Wetland  ...  ...  11,728-75 

Garden  ...  ...  1,762-08 

Dry  ...  ...  26,l»6-4* 


It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  Party  Officer  has  taken  care  to  give  the  dry  area, 
separate  from  the  garden  area. 

14.  Wet  lands.  The  extent  of  land  under  wet  cultivation  is  as  mentioned  above 
■11,728-75  acres,  tinder  the  ayacut  the  extent  of  the  wet  lands  of  the  taluk  was  96,986 
parahs  and  5  eds.  A  parch  of  land  was  calculated  in  the  taluk  at  40  perukams;  At  the 

a^unts  toVS878°afi^UkTher^  is  a^rass™  ^OOO^ea  under  settlement.  Gardens* 
converted  into  wet  lands  since  ayacut  measure  39-40  acres  while  puduvnl  wet  lands 
measure  1,57075  acres.  Subtracting  the  total  extent  under  these  2  heads  from  the 
excess  struck  above  we  get  1,389-85  acres  which  is  the  real  excess  over  and  above  the  ayacut 
measurement  o£  the  wet  lands.  This  excess  the  Party  Officer  ascribes  to  the  accurate 
measurements  now  made.  Of  the  extent  of  wet  lands  under  ayacut  11*57  acres  haw 
been  since  converted  into  gardens.  Thus  the  real  increased  area  brought  under  wet 
cultivation  is  only  1,401*42  acres.  The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  wet  lands, 
under  each  class,  the  assessment  and  not  demaud  thereon. 


15.  On  account  of  the  inferiority  of  the  lands  in  the  taluk  more  than  80%  have 
been  placed  under  the  last  five  tharams.  The  total  assessment  oil  wet  lands  according- 
to  the  rates  proposed  is  1,91,127  parahs  and  1  exlangali  of  which  the  net  demand  is  only 
1,33,408  parahs.  It  will  be  observed  therefore  that  the  difference  is  due  to  deductions  « 
account  of  favourable  tenures  and  tax  free  lands. 

16.  A  comparison  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word  of  the  old  with  the  new 
assessment  is  possible  only  in  respect  of  Pandarapattom  lands.  The  assessment  on. 
other  tenures  according  to  the  ayacut  is  not  gatherable  from  the  old  records.  Tha 
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20.  The  demand  under  ayacut  according  to  the  thandaper  o£  1069  is  1,01,877 ' 
parahs  and  1  edangali.  The  proposed  rates  bring  in  an  increase  of  31,530  parahs  and  9 
edangalies  over  the  ayacut  demand.  Deducting  the  increase  due  under  the  heads  of 
Virnthi  and  puduvalu  which  amount  to  8,335  parahs  9  edangalies  and  11,156 
parahs  and  9  edangalies  respectively  we  find  an  increase  of  12,038  parahs  and  1  edangali. 
Out  of  this  another  deduction  has  to  he  made  on  account  of  the  demand  due  on  garden 
lands  converted  into  wet.  The  item  under  this  head  amounts  to  225  parahs  and  8  edan- 
galies.  The  actual  increase  therefore  is  only  11,812  parahs  and  3  edangalies.  This  is 
only  1T6  %.  The  excess  over  the  ayacut  measurement  and  the  increase  in  the  demand 
are  only  proportionate  and  therefore  the  increase  does  not  call  for  any  special  notice. 


21.  When  converted  into  money  at  the  rate  of  a  fanam  and  a  half  for  i  and  2-J  fs. 
for  the  remaining  the  rates  now  obtaining,  the  net  demand  on  the  wet 
lands  of  the  taluk  according  to  the  rates  proposed  is  34,543  Rs. — 4  chs.  To  this  has  to 
be  added  the  amount  under  Cbattam  which  is  the  only  extra  cess  now  obtaining  on  the 
wet  lands  of  the  taluk.  The  amount  under  this  head  is  691  Rs.  7  chs.  6  cash.  The 
total  net  demand  against  wet  lands  is  therefore  Rs.  35,234-11-6.  This  gives  only  an 
average  of  a  little  more  than  3  Rs.  per  acre  which  is  not  high  and  appears  to  be  fair. 


22.  The  Party  Officer  reports  that  the  statistical  information  under  section  17  of 
the  Classification  Rules  dated  13th  October  1904  collected  by  the  supervisors  who  con¬ 
ducted  the  assessment  work  is  meagre.  It  would  appear  that  in  the  generality  of  cases  every 
ryot  tills  his  own  lands,  and  that  in  rare  instances  lands  are  leased  out  to  tenants- 
The  rent  varies  between  3  &  4  parahs  of  paddy  per  parah  of  land  for  each  Crop.  The 
price  of  a  parah  of  rice  land  varies  between  14  Rs.  in  the  hilly  parts  to  100  Rs.  in  the 
more  fertile  parts  of  the  western  portion  of  the  taluk.  The  above  is  the  price  of  Panda- 
rapattom  lands.  The  price  of  Jenmom  lands  is  from  50  to  66  %  of  Pandarapattom  lands. 


23.  The  expenses  of  cultivating  one  parah  of  land  amount  to  2J  parahs  of  paddy 
one  parah  for  seed  and  a  parah  and  a  half  for  ploughing,  sowing,  weeding,  watching 
reaping  and  threshing. 


24.  The  condition  of  the  people  is  pretty  much  the  same  as  it  was  before.  Large 
portions  of  the  taluk  being  hilly,  cultivation  suffers  from  depredations  of  wild  animals. 


25.  Labour  is  not  very  dear.  An  ordinary  cooly  is  able  to  earn  four  annafe  a  day 
since  the  introduction  of  the  railway  while  artizans  earn  from  6  to  8  as.  per  head. 

26.  The  grain  measure  in  vogue  in  the  taluk  is  the  parah. 


27.  Garden  &  dry  lands,  (a)  Dry  lands.  The  total  area  under  garden  and  dry  lands  - 
according  fcr settlement  is  27,958-51  acres.  Of  this  the  extent  assessed  to  pure  payattu- 
pattern  is26,l  J6  43  acres.  This  extent  consists  of  dry  lands  and  portions  of  garden  lands 
Which  contam  no  trees.  The  assessment  on  those  lands  according  to  the  rates6 proposed  is 
Rs.868t— 9— 4.  The  table  below  shows  the  classes  or  the  tharame  under  which  the 
<  ry  tands  have  been  assessed  as  also  the  extent  under  each  class  and  the  assessment 
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